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October 21, 2009

Ms. Monica Badillo
County of Hidalgo
2818 S. Bus. Hwy 281
Edinburg, Texas 78539
Dear Ms. Badillo 
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) of Hidalgo County, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization that speaks for the best interest of abused and neglected children during court proceedings.  During fiscal year 2008, a total of 4,551 children were abused within the Rio Grande Valley.  Of this number, 2,819 children were in Hidalgo County.  These children have been removed from their families and placed in the custody of the State until safe and permanent placement can be obtained.  

CASA is launching its Public Awareness Campaign during the month of November and will continue for the next six (6) months.  We are asking the community to assist us with the collection of 2,814 pairs of used shoes to represent the number of abused and neglected children in Hidalgo County, during 2008 (TDFPS stats). Infant, toddler, children and youth shoes will be used to make a display.  

We would like to showcase this display at the Hidalgo County Courthouse. Each month the display of shoes will be moved to another city to allow corresponding residents to visit the display. 

Aside from creating public awareness to the issue of abuse, CASA seeks to increase the number of advocates that assist these children.  Only four hundred and seven (407) of the abused and neglected children were assigned to a CASA volunteer last year.  The lack of volunteers forbids the courts to assign children to a CASA.  We are committed to increase the number of children served in Hidalgo County and hope our public awareness campaign will entice people to volunteer with our organization. 
We ask the County of Hidalgo’s support and participation in this special project by allowing us to showcase this display, collecting used shoes and/or serving as a drop site.  Our goal is to collect these shoes by December 4, 2009 and display them within the month of December.  
I look forward to work with the County of Hidalgo in this very important event.  

If you have any questions and/or if further information is needed you may contact me at (956) 381-0346 or via email: lmorales@casaofhidalgo.com. 

Respectfully,

Linda Morales 
Linda Morales
Executive Director
 CASA of Hidalgo County, Inc.


100 E. Cano, Suite 02 / P.O. Box 4024


Edinburg, TX 78539 / 78540-4024


TEL: (956) 381-0346   FAX: (956) 381-9232


Email: casaedbg@acnet.net
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