THE STATE OF TEXAS

§






§

COUNTY OF HIDALGO

§

DONATION AGREEMENT
BETWEEN RIO GRANDE VALLEY ARSON DOG ASSOCIATION

AND HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS
THIS Donation Agreement is made on this the ____ day of December 2009 by and between the RIO GRANDE VALLEY ARSON DOG ASSOCIATION and the COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the Rio Grande Valley Arson Dog Association is an unincorporated association (the “Association”) in the State of Texas created to unite in a common cause for fire response agencies utilizing the services of canines as an accelerant detection tool; 

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County is a county in the State of Texas; 


WHEREAS, Hidalgo County (the “County”), through its Fire Marshal’s Office (the “County”), desires to own and facilitate the use of canines for the sole purpose of performing arson inspections/investigations at suspect fires throughout the County;

WHEREAS, the Association desires to donate two (2) canines trained in arson detection for structures and vehicle fires (collectively the “Dogs”);


WHEREAS, Local Government Code Section 81.032 permits the Commissioners Court to accept a donation on behalf of the County for the purpose of performing a function conferred by law on the county or a county officer; 


NOW, THEREFORE, Association and County, in consideration of the mutual covenants expressed hereinafter, agree as follows:

1. The Association agrees to donate to County the Dogs for use as an accelerant detection tool at fires of structures or vehicles in which the County’s Fire Marshal is dispatched to response and provide services.

2. As consideration for receipt of the Dogs, the County shall incur all costs associated with providing trained handlers for the Dogs, including but not limited to, accelerant handler K-9 training, room and board of handlers during training and any other expenses associated with handler training for the Dogs. 
3. The Association shall be responsible for all costs associated with the Dogs, including but not limited to food, medical care, supplies, etc. Further, the Association shall be responsible for all annual costs associated with recertification of the dogs as accelerant detectors. 
4. The Hidalgo County Fire Marshal or designated representative shall be given charge/credit account access to the Association’s veterinarian and food/material supplier for the care of the Dogs and the Association shall be responsible for payment of all legitimate charges made by County in furtherance and care of the Dogs. 


WITNESS THE HANDS OF THE PARTIES effective as of the day and year first written above.







HIDALGO COUNTY 












________________________________   


Rene Ramirez, County Judge

ATTEST:

____________________________                                                        

Arturo Guajardo, Jr., County Clerk








RIO GRANDE VALLEY ARSON DOG 







ASSOCIATION












________________________________   


Juan Martinez, President

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Atlas & Hall, L.L.P.

____________________________

By: Stephen L. Crain
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