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Exhibit "A" 
SPECIFICATIONS 

"Dead Body Pickup and Transport Services-Hidalgo 
County" 

 RFB No. 2010-003-03-24-YZV 
 
SCOPE OF SERVICES: 
 
Pursuant to Chapter 49 of the Code of Criminal Procedures and Chapter 691 of the Health and 
Safety Code, Hidalgo County requires the transportation of dead human bodies from various 
locations within the County to the facility contracted at which autopsies and other necessary 
services are performed.  The services are on an "As Needed Basis".  
 
SPECIFICATIONS: 
 
A. Transportation vehicle(s) used must be fully enclosed (i.e., hearse or van suitable for the 

transport of dead human bodies) in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.  
Open bed pick-up trucks are not acceptable.  All drivers must possess a current valid 
Texas driver's license and be properly covered under bidder's insurance. 

 
B. Contractor must furnish all equipment required for transporting dead human bodies, 

i.e., body bag, gurney, cot, and stretcher.  Body bag will be on an "as needed basis" only. 
 
C. The contractor will be on call twenty-four (24) hours daily, seven (7) days per week, 365 

days a year, and will be available to respond within thirty (30) minutes of telephone 
notification. 

 
D. The contractor shall provide his/her own telephone and pager service and numbers to 

the appropriate County officials. 
 
E. The contractor must provide and maintain a Surety Bond in the amount of $10,000, 

which will remain in effect for the duration of the contract period.  Proof of the Surety 
bond must be provided to the County Purchasing Agent within ten (10) days of contract 
award.  Failure to provide said bond will result in cancellation of the bid award. 

 
F. Contractor cannot in any manner whatsoever have contact with or offer any 

information related to the procedures ordered by the appropriate County officials with 
any of the decedent's family, friends,  or acquaintances.  All communications for services 
requested  of the Contractor will be  through the appropriate County official to ensure 
compliance with Title I of the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 
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1996; HIPAA Standards for Privacy of Individually Identifiable Health Information (the 
Privacy Rule). 

 
G. Contractor must also provide the list of vehicles to be used in the transportation of 

bodies.  Proof of ownership must be provided in the form of a notarized title.  
(Notarized copy is acceptable). 

 
H. Term of this Contract is for a period of two (2) years with the County's option to extend 

for an additional one (1) period under the same rates, terms of condition. 
 
I. Hidalgo County reserves the right to extend this bid for an additional sixty (60) day 

Grace Period due to unforeseen delays in the procurement process and in order to avoid 
any lapse in service. 

 
J. Hidalgo County has the right to terminate this contract upon giving sixty (60) days 

written /notice of cancellation. 
 
K. Contractor must comply with all applicable insurance requirements  as detailed in 

Exhibit "C" contained herein. 
 

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 
 Hidalgo County is requesting that any and all questions, inquiries and clarifications 

regarding the RFB’s be addressed to Martha L. Salazar, CPPB, Purchasing Agent, 2812 S. 
Bus. Hwy. 281, Edinburg, Texas 78539.  TELEPHONE INQUIRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

 
 ALL WRITTEN QUESTIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED VIA FACSIMILE OR VIA   E-MAIL 

yolanda.velasquez@co.hidalgo.tx.us  BY NO LATER THAN 5:00 P.M. on Wednesday,  
March 17, 2010 to  (956) 318-2629. Responses to said questions will be sent to all 
participating vendors via facsimile or e-mail by Friday, March 19, 2010. 
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