PROPERTY ACQUISITION OR SALE

§ 262.0256. Pre-bid Conference

Fert of section as amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg.,
ch. 725, § 1. Seem also, text of § 262.0256 as
amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 660, § 1.

The commissioners court of a county or the govern-

g body of a district or authority created under

Seetion 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, if the

governing body is the commissioners court of the

county in which the distriet is located, may require a

pri:u-igr;ﬂ, officer, or employee of each prospective

hidder to attend a mandatory pre-bid conference con-
ducted for the purpose of discussing contract require-
mvnﬁs and answering questions of prospective bidders.

Added by Aets 2001, 77th Leg, ch. 255, § 1, eff. May 22,

9001.. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 725, § 1, eff.
e :t,’_l, 2003.

§ 262.026. Opening of Bids

(a) The county official who makes purchases for the
county shall open the bids on the date specified in the
notice. The date specified in the notice may be
extended if the commissioners eourt determines that
the extension is in the best interest of the county. All
hids, including those received before an extension is
macde, must be opened at the same time. The com-
missioners court may adopt an order that delegates
the ‘authority to make extensions under this subsec-
tion to the county official who makes purchases for the
county.

(1) Opened bids shall be kept on file and available
for inspection by anyone desiring to see them.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amend-
ed by Acts 1999, T6th Leg., ch. 505, § 3, eff. Sept. 1, 1999,

§ 262.027.

(a) The officer in charge of opening the bids shall
present them to the commissioners court in session.
Except as provided by Subsection (e), the court shall:

Awarding of Contract

(1) award the contract to the responsible bidder

Who submits the lowest and best bid; or

(@) reject all bids and publish a new notice.

“(b) If two responsible bidders submit the lowest
and best bid, the commissioners court shall decide
between the two by drawing lots in a manner pre-
seribed by the county judge.

{c) A contract may not be awarded to a bidder who
is not the lowest dollar bidder meeting specifications
unless, before the award, each lower bidder is given
notice of the proposed award and is given an opportu-
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nity to appear before the commissioners court and
present evidence concerning the lower bidder’s re-
sponsibility.

(d) In determining the lowest and best bid for a
contract for the purchase of earth-moving, material-
handling, road maintenance, or construction equip-
ment, the commissioners court may consider the infor-
mation submitted under Section 262.0255.

(e) In determining the lowest and best bid for a
contract for the purchase of road construction materi-
al, the commissioners court may consider the pickup

d delivery locations of the bidders and the cost to
the county of delivering or hauling the material to be
purchased. The commissioners court may award con-
tracts for the purchase of road construction material
to more than one bidder if each of the selected bidders
submits the lowest and best bid for a particular loca-
tion or type of material.

(f) Notwithstanding any other requirement of this
section, the commissioners court may condition accep-
tance of a bid on compliance with a requirement for
attendance at a mandatory pre-bid conference under
Section 262.0256.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amend-
ed by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 416, § 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1991;
Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 127, § 1, eff. May 11, 1993; Acts
2001, 77th Leg., ch. 255, § 2, eff May 22, 2001.

Consideration of Health Insurance
Provided by Bidder

§ 262.0271.

(a) In this section, “comparable health insurance
coverage” means health insurance benefits provided
by a bidder or a subcontractor a bidder intends to use
that are comparable to the health insurance benefits
provided for employees of the county.

(b) In purchasing items under this chapter through
a competitive bidding process, if a county receives one
or more bids from a bidder who provides comparable
health insurance coverage to its employees and re-
quires a subcontractor the bidder intends to use to
provide comparable health insurance coverage to the
subeontractor’s employees and whose bid is within five
percent of the lowest bid price received by the county
from a bidder who does not provide or require compa-
rable health insurance coverage, the commissioners
court of the county may give preference to the bidder
who provides and requires comparable health insur-
ance coverage,




