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To:

Rene Ramirez, Hidalgo County Judge,   Arturo Cuellar, Commissioner Pct. 1

Hector Palacios, Commissioner Pct 2
   Joe Flores, Commissioner Pct. 3

Oscar Garza, Commissioner Pct 4
   Valde Guerra, Commissioners’ Court 

  

  Executive Officer
From:

Eduardo Olivarez, Chief Administrative Officer


Date:

March 30, 2010

Re:

Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Response (TCEQ)

[image: image1.png]Hidalgo County Health and

Human Services Department

1304 S. 25th Street « Edinburg, Texas 78539
Tel: (956) 383-6221 + Fax: (956) 383-8864

Ivan Meléndez, M.D., M.B.A.
Health Authority / Chief Physician

Eduardo Olivarez
Chief Administrative Officer



 

Please accept this memorandum as Hidalgo County Health & Human Services Department response to the TCEQ action request regarding the recent EDAP review. TCEQ recently sent Judge Ramirez a letter addressing the recent compliance review of our On-Site Sewage Facility (OSSF) program; the letter was dated March 17, 2010 and received on the 18th of March. The TCEQ letter (attached) addressed 6 primary areas of concern dealing with overall OSSF procedures and recent DSHS inspection results of 4 subdivisions within Precinct 1.  

The following actions are directed to with these areas.

1.  TCEQ’s concern regarding inter-local cooperation agreements with the cities 

     has been addressed.  The attached agreement has been approved by our  

     County’s legal counsel and sent to the 23 incorporated cities within Hidalgo 

     County for their City Councils approval.  The follow up is being conducted by 

     Mr. Elizardo Ramos our Assistant Chief of Environmental services.  

2.  An updated copy of all available OSSF Installers & site evaluators are 

     attached and will be updated and distributed annually.

3. Regarding the OSSF permit fee structure, Legal counsel is in the process of 

    reviewing an amendment to our OSSF orders to increase the fee and add an 

    additional permit.

· The amendment will include an Installation permit of $85.00 to be purchased at the beginning of development.  

· An additional amendment will include a Final Review permit $60.00 to be purchased when the dwelling is completed or the final connections to the system is made.  This will assure that a final visual inspection is done assuring the connections and the system is appropriate for the size of home.  The final electrical installation will depend on this final OSSF inspection. The Commissioners’ Court will take action on March 30, 2010.  If there are not any delays. 

· This will increase the overall permit fees from $55.00 to $145.00.  The fees are being recommended considering the economical base of our County.  

4. The need to develop an enhanced / track able OSSF complaint system. The current system covers the information needed, but in order to have a follow-up routine we will be incorporating a digital based follow up and data base to the OSSF program.  The initial program will be operation April 6, 2010 or sooner.  

5.  Regarding the recent review by DSHS and EDAP of the four subdivisions 

     within Precinct 1, the inspection of each lot in the 4 subdivisions has been  

     completed and the appropriate notices / citations have been issued to 

     assure the needed repairs or fines may be levied by local Justices of the 

     Peace.  The 30 day notice given is upon us and the required action will 

     taking place and each file is being updated. 


A final report and outcomes regarding each complaint will be forwarded to 

     TCEQ upon completion.

6.  The need for Hidalgo County to develop more stringent requirements in 

     the following areas are being reviewed by legal counsel, and will be    

     presented to Commissioners’ Court on March 30, 2010.  The stringent  

     amendments beyond TCEQ will be outline in attachment 6.
As for the additional recommendations discussed on the final page, the Hidalgo County Health & Human Services Environmental division is working with the County’s Planning department to make the required changes to accurately demonstrate the “flow” of the permitting procedures within Hidalgo County.

The technical review was completed by TCEQ representatives on March 19, 2010, and my team will address, if any, those concerns once their outcomes are submitted to our department.  

TCEQ Compliance Letter
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TEXAS COMMISSION ON ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY

Protecting Texas by Reducing and Preventing Pollution

March 17, 2010

The Honorable Rene A. Ramirez
Hidalgo County Judge

Hidalgo County Offices

100 E. Cano

Edinburg, Texas 78539

Re:  On-Site Sewage Facility Program Compliance Review
Dear Judge Ramirez:

On February 10, 18, and 24, 2010, Ms. Anita Keese, Environmental Investigator of the Texas
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Harlingen Regional Office,
in company with Mr. David Ramirez, Regional Director (RD), conducted a compliance review
of the Hidalgo County‘s On-Site Sewage Facility (OSSF) Program in accordance with
provisions of the Health and Safety Code, Chapter 366, On-Site Sewage Disposal Systems. As
an Authorized Agent (AA) of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), the
Hidalgo County AA is charged with the responsibility of enforcing minimum standards for the
design, construction, installation, and operation of OSSFs in the area of jurisdiction defined in
the On-Site Waste Disposal Order, adopted April 22, 2005. Basic administrative procedures
and the field inspection process were evaluated to determine if the local program is in
compliance with minimum state standards. The compliance review findings and recommended
actions are described in the enclosed “Action Item List and Additional Recommendations”.

The staff of the TCEQ is dedicated to working with the regulated community to achieve
compliance with the State’s environmental laws, regulations, permits, and registration
provisions. Therefore, our regional office wishes to resolve this matter with you as soon as
possible. Please advise this office in writing by April 30, 2010 with a plan to implement the
changes discussed in the “Action Item List”.

RepLy To: REGION 15 @ 1804 W. JEFFERSON AVE. @ HARLINGEN, TEXAS 78550-5247 © 956-425-6010 ® FAx 956-412-5059

P.O.Box 13087 ® Austin, Texas 78711-3087 ®  512-239-10000 @ Internet address: www.tceq.state.tx.us

primed o seeyeled paper using
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Should clarification of this letter be desired, or if the Harlingen Region Office can be of any
further assistance concerning this compliance review, please feel free to contact Ms. Keese at
956-430-6034.

MMZ%

David Ramirez, Regional Director
Harlingen Regional Office
Texas Commission on Environmental Quality

Enclosures: Action Item List

cc: Mr. Eduvardo Olivarez, Chief Administrative Officer, Hidalgo County Health and
Human Services Department, 1304 S. 25 Ave. Edinburg, Texas 78539
Mr. Raul Sesin, Planning Director, Hidalgo County, 1304 S. 25% Ave. Edinburg, Texas
78539
Mr. Elizardo Ramos, Assistant Chief Health Inspector, Hidalgo County Health and
Human Services Department, 1304 S. 25 Ave. Edinburg, Texas 78539
James McCaine, OSSF Program Liaison, FOSD, MC-235
File - TCEQ, Harlingen Regional Office
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FOR
HIDALGO COUNTY
Administrative Review:
1. It was noted that Hidalgo County is operating in incorporated cities without

intergovernmental contracts in place. Please keep in mind that the County only has jurisdiction
in unincorporated areas of the county unless there is an interlocal contract in place between the
incorporated city and the county. This Action Item remains unaddressed since the last AA
Evaluation. As of February 24, 2010, Mr. Elizardo Ramos, Assistant Chief Health Inspector,
indicated that Hidalgo County would be revising a draft interlocal agreement in order to
address new changes to their process. The documents were being reviewed by the legal
department. The TCEQ recommends that the county secure intergovernmental contracts with
any incorporated cities and towns in which it handles the OSSF program in a timely manner.

2. Copies of all available OSSF installers and site evaluators are readily available to the
public and were obtained from the TCEQ website. However, these were most recently updated
in 2007. The TCEQ recommends that these records should be updated more frequently and at
least annually.

3. Hidalgo County Health Department is charging $55 dollars per OSSF permit. By
comparison, the TCEQ charges $210 per OSSF permit. The TCEQ recommends that Hidalgo
County revisit their fee structure in order to consider raising fees with the purpose of ensuring
adequate funding the of program’s staff, equipment and record keeping needs.

4. The complaint process utilized by Hidalgo County incorporates a log and a one-page
complaint form which contained all necessary information. However, it was noted that the
current structure allowed for the possibility that complaints could fail to be tracked or
processed completely or adequately. The TCEQ strongly recommends that a more organized
system for complaints be arranged, preferably with a numbering system, a two or three part
catbonless paper form, or other improved method of ensuring that all complaints received are
conducted and completed. The complaint process should also incorporate a review process so
that management is given the opportunity to ensure proper action was taken on complaints.

5. The Hidalgo County Health Department informed the TCEQ that they were asked by
the Economically Distressed Areas Program (EDAP) Board and the Texas Department of State
Health Services to conduct complaint investigations in four subdivisions named by these
entities during a nuisance review. Designated Representatives (DRs) with Hidalgo County
have completed complaint investigations for each home in three of the subdivisions, with the
“Lucero” subdivision remaining, and are expected to complete this one within 15 days. Many
residences thus far have been cited with a 30-day notice as a result of DRs idenfifying
violations with OSSF rules and regulations. The TCEQ requests that Hidalgo County submit a
final report to the TCEQ once all the complaint investigations have been completed and once
enforcement proceedings have been conducted on those residents failing to comply with the 30-
day notice.
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program to incorporate Hidalgo County Health Department in inspections of existing systems
when new electricity or potable water connections are made. The documents incorporating
these changes were provided to Ms. Keese for review. Some of these documents reference
requirements that are not incorporated in the existing OSSF Rules nor Hidalgo County’s local
order. The TCEQ requests that Hidalgo County submit a revised order to the TCEQ for
approval if the Hidalgo County AA chooses to require more stringent requirements than the
TCEQ rules.

Additional Recommendations:

1. On the "Hidalgo County Planning Department Residential Application Flow Chart" it
states that "If lot is less than 1/2 acre then OSSF design system is required to be approved by
Environmental Health Department." However, all new OSSFs installations are required to be
approved by the Health Department. The County may require a Professional Engineer (P.E.)
design on OSSFs installed on lots less than 1/2 acre, but this is not required by the 30 TAC §
285 if the property was subdivided before January 1, 1988. A P.E., design is required if the lot
size is less than 1/2 an acre and the property was subdivided after January 1, 1988 because this
would involve a variance to the rule. The TCEQ recommends that this language be changed to
reflect existing requirements or the Hidalgo County order be revised to incorporate additional
county requirements.

2. On the "Hidalgo County Planning Department Residential Application Flow Chart" it
states that the Health Department will confirm the status of an existing OSSF. It adds that the
"Health Department will confirm size of existing permit using original permit issued for the
system or provide applicant with list of approved OSSF inspectors to confirm size of existing
system". However, once an OSSF is installed, one cannot accurately determine if the OSSF is
sized or functioning adequately for the home without a permit, and even with the permit, there
is still no assurance that the system was not modified in the meantime. They can, however,
adequately determine if the OSSF system was not hooked up to the home, if it is currently
failing, or if graywater is being used incorrectly. The TCEQ recommends that this language be
changed to reflect existing requirements or the Hidalgo County order be revised to incorporate
additional county requirements.

Technical Review:

1. The technical review portion of the compliance review intended to review the DRs on-
site inspection process of a new OSSF installation is pending. When an OSSF installer contacts
the DRs for a new OSSF installation, please contact the Ms. Keese as soon as possible to
arrange a time to conduct the technical review, but within 30 days from the date of this letter.
A follow-up letter will address any action items identified, if any, that are identified as a result
of the technical portion of the review.





Action Area 1

Inter-Local

Cooperative

STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OD HIDALGO

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT

BETWEEN THE CITY OF ___________ AND

COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS.

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, City is a general law municipality created by the laws of the Texas;

WHEREAS, County is a county in the State of Texas;

WHEREAS, City is in need of obtaining services for the inspection and permitting on-site sewage disposal systems (Septic Tanks) within its jurisdiction and desires to obtain such services from County.

WHEREAS, County has the expertise and equipment to provide certain permitting and inspection services on behalf of City as further described herein (the “Services”)

WHEREAS, both parties recognize the environmental benefits of regulating, inspecting and permitting Septic Tanks and desire to cooperate with each other to meet local and state Septic Tank requirements;

WHEREAS, City and County are authorize to enter into this Agreement pursuant to the Inter local Cooperation Act, Texas government Code 791.001 et seq., (the “Act”) which authorizes local governments to contract with each other to perform governmental functions and services under the terms of the Act;

NOW THEREFORE, City and County, in consideration of the mutual covenants expressed hereinafter, agree as follows:

10. County shall inspect Septic Tanks within the jurisdiction of City including but not limited to, performing subsoil texture test and evaluation of Septic Tank systems.

11. County shall provide all necessary equipment, materials and personnel to conduct inspections and issue permits at it sole cost and expense.

12. The County shall comply with all present or future laws pertaining to the inspection and approval of sanitary sewer systems in Texas and shall enforce all rules and regulations required by the State of Texas or local applicable codes.

13. City agrees that the County shall charge and collect Fifty-five Dollars and no/100ths ($55.00) for each inspection and permit. However, if the County conducts an inspection and a permit is not issued for any reason, the County shall be entitled to charge the amount specified in this paragraph 4 for its Services from the resident.

14.  The county shall not be responsible for main, upkeep or environmental compliance once an inspection and permit is issued and the County shall not be held liable for same once the Services are completed.

15. A resident shall have one (1) year to construct its septic system from the date an “authorization to Construct” is issued by the County (see Exhibit “A” attached hereto). Should construction not be completed and a final inspection conducted by County within one (1) year from the date of the “Authorization to construct” then the County shall require a resident to Submit a new application and fee as described herein. Upon a successful inspection, the County shall issue a Notice of Approval to the resident within approximately two (2) working days.

16. In accordance with Texas Health and Safety Code, Sec. 366.003, County shall not be liable for damages resulting from the approval of the installation and operation of a Septic Tank.  The County shall not be responsible for any damage to personal or real property for any septic systems within City caused by the County's inspection and permitting process described herein.

17. During the term of this Agreement, the County shall have sole exclusive rights to permit and inspect Septic Tanks within City except that the Texas Commission of Environmental Quality may override the County's authority at any time.

18. Term. The term of this Agreement shall be for a period of one (5) years. 

19. Termination. Either party may terminate this Agreement upon (30) days written notice to the non-terminating party for any reason or no reason at all.

20. Conflict with applicable Law. Nothing in this agreement shall be construed to require the commission of any act contrary to law, and whenever there is any conflict between any provision of this agreement and any present or future law, ordinance or administrative, executive or judicial regulation, order or decree, or amendment thereof, contrary to which the parties have no legal right to contract, the latter shall prevail, but in such event t he affected provision or provisions of this agreement shall be modified only to the extent necessary to bring them within the legal requirements and only during the time such conflict exists.

21. No Waiver. No waiver by any party hereto of any breach of any provision of this Agreement shall be deemed to be a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of the same or any other provision hereof.

22. Entire Agreement. This Agreement contains the entire contract among the parties hereto, and each party acknowledges that no other party has made (either directly or through any agent or representative) any representation or agreements in connection his Agreement not specifically set forth herein.  This Agreement may be modified or amended only by agreement in writing executed by City and County and not otherwise.

23. Texas Law to Apply.  This Agreement shall be construed under and in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas and all obligation of the parties created hereunder are performable in Hidalgo County, Texas.  The parties hereby consent to personal jurisdiction in Hidalgo County, Texas.

24. Notice.  Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, all notices, demands, requests, or communication required or permitted hereunder shall be in writing and shall either be (i) personally delivered against a written receipt, or (ii) sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, and addressed to the parties at the addresses set forth below, or at such other addresses as may have been theretofore specified by written notice delivered in accordance herewith:

                  If to Hidalgo County:                        Hidalgo County Health Department

                                                                            Attn: Eddie Olivarez

                                                                            1304 South 25th Street

                                                                            Edinburg, Texas 78539

                 If to City:                                                                                                      

          Each Other demand, request or communication which shall be delivered or mailed in the manner

         described above shall be deemed sufficiently given for all purposes at such time as it is personally

         delivered to the addressee or, if mailed, at such time as it id deposited in the United States mail.

10. Additional Documents. The parties hereto covenant and agree that they will execute such other and further instruments and documents as are or may become necessary or convenient to effectuate and carry out the terms of this Agreement.

11. Successors. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and their respective heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, successors, and assigns where permitted by this Agreement.

12. Assignment. This Agreement shall not be assignable.

13. Headings. The headings and captions contained in this Agreement are solely for convenient reference and shall not be deemed to affect the meaning or interpretation of any provision of paragraph hereof.

14. Gender and Number. All pronouns used in this Agreement shall include the other gender, whether used in the masculine, feminine or neuter gender, and singular shall include the plural whenever and as often as may be appropriate.

15. Authority to Execute. The and performance of this Agreement by each of the parties have been duly authorized by all necessary laws, resolutions, ordinances or government body action, and this Agreement constitutes the valid and enforceable obligations of the parties hereto in accordance with its terms. 

16. Governmental Purpose. Each party hereto in entering into this Agreement for the purpose of providing governmental services or functions and will pay for such services out of current revenues available to the paying party as herein provided

.

17. Commitment of Current Revenues Only.  In the event that, during any term hereof, the governing body of any party does not appropriate sufficient funds to meet the obligations of such party under this Agreement, then any party may terminate this Agreement upon ninety (90) days written notice to the other party.  Each of the parties hereto agrees, however, to use its best efforts to secure funds necessary for the continued performance of the Agreement.  The parties intend this provision to be continuing right to terminate this Agreement at the expiration each budget period of each party hereto pursuant to the provisions of Tex. Loc. Gov't Code Ann. Section 271.903.

18. Server-ability.  Should any phrase, clause, sentence, or section of this Agreement be judicially declared to be invalid, unenforceable, or void, such decision will not have the effect of invalidating or voiding the remainder of this Agreement, and such part of the Agreement will be deemed to have been stricken here from, and the remainder of this Agreement will have the same force and effect if such part or parts had never been included herein.

       WITNESS THE HANDS OF THE PARTIES effective as of the day and year first written above.  

CITY OF ______________________

.______________________________

Its:___________________________ 

ATTEST:

________________________.

City Secretary

HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS

.___________________________

County Judge

ATTEST:

______________________________.

County Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Atlas & Hall, L.L.P.

By:________________________
Action Area 2

OSSF Installer List

SEPTIC TANK INSTALLER LIST

License & Exp Date

Installer Name




Phone Number

2397 - (10/31/2011)

CABALLERO, RICARDO JR.


968-7843 / 975-8429

0020191
 - (6/30/2011)

CARRANZA, LEONARDO V.


262-4145

1948 - (9/30/2011)

CHAPA, GUSTAVO



781-3419 

2779 - (8/31/2011)

DAVIS, JERRY C.



289-1406

1349 - (2/29/2012)

GARZA, JACOBO



739-1000 / 778-7666 

3333 - (9/30/2011)

GARZA, PABLO



867-2945

3300 - (8/31/2010)

GOMEZ, ISIDORO



581-9063 / 519-7644

3880 -  (9/30/2010)

GONZALEZ, FELIX



778-7668 / 383-7739

1350 - (8/31/2010)

GONZALEZ, JOSE A.



778-3543

6086 - (9/30/2010)

HERNANDEZ, LIZANDRO


381-5223 / 605-2113

2700 - (3/31/2011)

IZAGUIRRE, ANICETO


789-0619 / 580-4134

4378 - (11/30/2010)

MATA, ISAAC




778-7231 / 682-7875

4873 - (3-31/2012)

NAVA, ROBERT C.



451-8939 / 781-0885

3150 - (4/30/2011)

OCHOA, GUILLERMO JR.


789-9028

8943 - (11/30/2011)

PEREZ VALENTIN



684-1754

1365 - (2/29/2012)

ROSALES, ADOLFO



 534-7193

1364 - (3/31/2011)

ROSALES, JOSE



585-7379

22710 - (5/31/2012)

SAENZ, FERNANDO



262-8506

8066 - (10/31/2010)

TREVINO, ALARICO



778-7688 / 782-1448

4729 - (9/30/2011)

TREVINO, FREDDY



460-9968

NO RECOMMENDATIONS WILL BE MADE

BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THIS DEPT.

LIST APPROVED BY HIDALGO COUNTY HEALTH DEPT. & (TCEQ) FEBRUARY, 2010

mg

Action Area 6

Updated OSSF Orders
Education Material about Grey Water

ORDER ADOPTING RULES OF HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS

FOR ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITIES

PREAMBLE 


WHEREAS,  the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality has established Rules for on-site sewage facilities to provide the citizens of the State with adequate public health protection a minimum of environmental pollution; and 


WHEREAS,  the Legislature has enacted legislation, codified as Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 366, which authorizes a local government to regulate the use of on-site sewage facilities in its jurisdiction in order to abate or prevent pollution or injury to public health arising out of the use of on-site sewage facilities; and


WHEREAS,  due notice was given of a public meeting to determine whether the Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County, Texas should enact an order controlling or prohibiting the installation or use of on-site sewage facilities; in the County of Hidalgo, Texas; and


WHEREAS, the commissioners Court of Hidalgo County, Texas finds that the use of on-site sewage facilities in Hidalgo County, Texas is causing or may cause pollution, and is injuring or may injure the public health; and


WHEREAS, The Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County, Texas has considered the matter and deems it appropriate to enact an Order adopting Rules regulating on-site sewage facilities to abate or prevent pollution, or injury to public health in Hidalgo county, Texas.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT OF HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS:

SECTION 1. THAT the matters and facts recited in the preamble hereof are hereby found and determined to be true and correct;

SECTION 2. THAT the use of on-site sewage facilities in Hidalgo County, Texas is causing or may cause pollution or is injuring or may injure the public health;

SECTION 3. THAT  an Order for Hidalgo County, Texas be adopted entitled “On-Site Sewage Facilities”, which shall read as follows:  Hidalgo County, Rules for On-Site Sewage Facilities

SECTION 4. CONFLICTS


This Order repeals and replaces any other On-site Sewage Facility Order for Hidalgo County.

SECTION 5. CHAPTER 366


The County of Hidalgo, Texas clearly understands that there are technical criteria, legal requirements, and administrative procedures and duties associated with regulating on-site sewage facilities, and will fully enforce chapter 366 of the Texas Health and Safety Code (H&SC) and Chapters 7 and 37 of the Texas Water Code (TWC), and associated rules referenced in Section 8 of this Order.


(A) The rules shall apply to all the area lying in Hidalgo County, Texas, except for the areas 
regulated under an existing Rule and the areas within incorporated cities.


(B) These rules shall apply to those incorporated cities or towns that have execute 
intergovernmental contracts with Hidalgo County, Texas.

SECTION 7. ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITY RULES.


Any permit issued for an on-site sewage facility within the jurisdictional area of Hidalgo County, Texas must comply with the rules adopted in section 8 of this Order.

SECTION 8. ON-SITE SEWAGE FACILITY RULES ADOPTED.


The Rules, Title 30 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 285 and Chapter 30, attached hereto, promulgated by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for on-site sewage facilities are hereby adopted, and all officials and employees of Hidalgo County, Texas having duties under said Rules are authorized to perform such duties as are required of them under said Rules.

SECTION 9. INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE. 


The Rules, 30 TAC Chapters 30 and 285 and all future amendments and revisions thereto are incorporated by reference and are thus made a part of these Rules.  A copy of the current Rules are attached to these Rules as Appendix  l.

SECTION 10. AMENDMENTS


The County of Hidalgo, Texas wishing to adopt more stringent Rules for its On-site Sewage Facility Order understands that the more stringent conflicting local Rule shall take precedence over the corresponding Texas commission on Environmental Quality requirement.  Listed below are the more stringent Rules adopted by Hidalgo County, Texas.

10.1 All Texas Water Development Board statues, rules and regulations now or hereafter applicable to an economically distressed area shall apply to permitting 
            associated with on-site sewage facilities.   

10.2 A permit shall be required for all on-site sewage facilities located within Hidalgo 
             County's area of jurisdiction regardless of the size of the tract to be served by 
             the facility. 

10.3 Prior to the issuance of a permit, and in order to ensure floodplain issues are properly addressed, and applicant for an on-site sewage facility must obtain a determination from the Hidalgo county Floodplain Administrator that the tract to be serviced by the on-site sewage facility is in compliance with the Hidalgo county Flood Damage Prevention Order.

10.4  An applicant is required to insure that all persons and/or entities retained by the  applicant to install an on-site sewage facility on the applicant's tract maintains a 

           copy the their current certificate/registration at the job-site while installation of the  

           on-site sewage facility is in progress.
10.5 The County may assess the applicant a re-inspection fee on the on-site sewage 

            facility each time a County re-inspection is required.  The re-inspection fee shall 

            be set by the County and t he County may revise this fee from time to time.
10.6 In no case shall the sewer line diameter for the proposed on-site sewage facility be reduced to a size smaller than the sewer stubout for the improvements to be serviced by the on-site sewage facility.
10.7 
No personal property, including, but not limited to, picnic tables, play equipment, 
           or BBQ pits shall be placed within the surface application spray area of the on- 

           site sewage facilities installed on the applicant's tract.
10.8
The Installation permit of ($85.00) will be purchased at the beginning of development. The homeowner / developer must present the appropriate OSSF site plans and meet all of the OSSF guidelines as required by Hidalgo County and TCEQ. In addition the homeowner / developer must have been approved and cleared for construction by the Hidalgo County Planning Department prior to site development.  In the event of a commercial development, a Fire Marshal inspection / approval must be obtained to assure continuation of the project. The Fire Marshal must be an official representative of the indicated jurisdiction.  

The Final Inspection permit of ($60.00) will be purchased when the dwelling / commercial development is completed and the final connections from the dwelling / commercial development to the system is made and confirmed. The final Inspection will also consist of a confirmation that the system installed has met the guidelines in accordance to the final square footage of the structure built.  

In the event that the dwelling / commercial development constructed is larger than initially approved by Hidalgo Co. OSSF and Hidalgo Co. Planning Department officials, the homeowner may need to upgrade the OSSF system in order meet Hidalgo County / TCEQ requirements. Final approval of the dwelling / commercial development will not be given until the final inspection is completed.  

10.9 
Upon final inspection, Hidalgo County OSSF inspectors must visually confirm that the identified dwelling / commercial development is physically connected to the OSSF system.  In addition, the Hidalgo Co. OSSF Inspector must verify that there is no additional dwelling connected to single approved system.  This is to assure that Hidalgo County’s OSSF and TCEQ’s OSSF requirements are met in regards to the “one single family detached dwelling per lot rule.”
It will be the homeowner’s responsibility to make sure that only one officially approved dwelling will be connected to the OSSF system.  Violation of this requirement may lead to an issuance of a citation resulting in fines and additional legal action. 

10.10
Hidalgo County OSSF and TCEQ requirements are clear in regards to the “one single family detached dwelling per lot rule” and this includes one electrical service connection per dwelling.  

In the event of a pre-existing building or agricultural site requiring an electrical service, an OSSF inspection must be made to assure that there is no additional structure illegally connected the existing OSSF System. 
10.11
Regarding multi-family units i.e. duplex, apartments etc, the owner / developer must have met all the Hidalgo County OSSF and TCEQ requirements concerning the OSSF System i.e. tank capacity, length of drain field, and the size of lot to be built on.  In addition, the owner / developer must meet all the Hidalgo County Planning Department requirements and Hidalgo County Fire Marshal guidelines. 

SECTION 11.  DUTIES AND POWERS.


The OSSF Inspector of Hidalgo County, Texas, must be certified by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality before assuming the duties and responsibilities.

SECTION 12.  COLLECTION OF FEES


All fees collected for permits and/or inspections shall be made payable to Hidalgo County, Texas.
12.1
Hidalgo County OSSF’s fee structure will be based on two required permits: 

1st - Installation Permit $85.00

2nd - Final Inspection Permit $ 60.00.

Therefore the total of the OSSF permits will be $145.00
SECTION 13.  APPEALS


Person aggrieved by an action or decision of the designated representative may appeal such action or decision to the commissioners Court of Hidalgo County, Texas.

SECTION 14.  PENALTIES


This Order adopts and incorporates all applicable penalty provisions related to on-site sewage facilities, which includes, but is not limited to those found in Chapters 341 and 366 of the Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapters 7, 26 and 37 of the Texas Water Code and 30 TAC Chapters 30 and 285.

SECTION 15.  SEVERABILITY


It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County, Texas, that the phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraph, or section of this Order are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, or section of this Order should be declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction such unconstitutionality shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs, or sections of this Order, since the same would have been enacted by the Commissioners Court without incorporation in this Order of such unconstitutional phrases, clause, sentence paragraph, or section.

SECTION 16.  EFFECTIVE DATE


This Order shall be in full force and effect from and after its date of approval as required by law and upon the approval of the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality.


	Hidalgo County Health and Human Services Department  


GREYWATER

As referred on the Texas Administrative Code Title 30 Environmental Quality, Part 1 TCEQ, Chapter 285 On Site Sewage Facilities, Subchapter H Disposal of Graywater, Rule 285.80:

	Graywater is defined as wastewater from: 

 - Clothes-washing machines. 

   Graywater does not include wastewater from the washing of material, including diapers, soiled with human excreta or wastewater that has come in contact with toilet waste. 

  Construction of a graywater system, including storage and disposal systems, must comply with this chapter and any more stringent requirements of the local permitting authority. For the purposes of this subchapter, a graywater system begins at the graywater stub-out of a single family dwelling. In addition, no ponding should developed from the discharged of greywater. 





        Hidalgo County Health and Human Services Department 

AGUA GRIS

Como se refiere en el Codigo Administrativo de Texas, Titulo 30 en Calidad de Medio Ambiente, Parte 1 de la Comision de Calidad Ambiental de Texas, Capitulo 285 sobre Tanques Septicos, Subcapitulo H Eliminacion de Agua Gris Regla 285.80 menciona:

(a) Agua Gris se define como aguas residuales provenientes de:

11 Maquinas para lavado de ropa.  

(b)Agua Gris no incluye aguas residuales que hayan sido usadas para lavar materiales tales como pañales, desechos humanos o aguas residuales que hayan tenido contacto con algun sanitario.

(c) La construccion de un sistema de Agua Gris, que incluya sistemas de almacenamiento y despojo, necesita cumplir con lo establecido en este Capitulo  y cualquier otro requerimiento mas estricto que el de la autoridad local. Para el proposito de este Subcapitulo, un sistema de agua gris comienza en el talon de salida de la vivienda unifamiliar. Ademas, el Agua Gris no debera de crear charcos en la propiedad, ya que estos con el tiempo podrian generar molestias de salud. 
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