Hidalgo County Health & Human Services
BUDGET NARRATIVE

Hidalgo County is seeking funding to purchase a mobile health clinic that will allow the county to provide preventative health services to those with the greatest need.  The mobile health clinic would be a multi-purpose unit that would provide a wide range of medical and social services.  A mobile health clinic would help serve our most vulnerable population in our community.  According to information gathered by Hidalgo County Hospitals the range of uninsured and underinsured is between 42% and 47%.   With this in mind, providing basic health care services and educational information to promote a healthier life style would be our primary objective in assuring an improved quality of life to our residents who are in most need.  In addition, Hidalgo County Health & Human Services will provide bilingual bicultural professional staff to assure the optimum retention by our residents.
The mobile clinic is additionally substantiated by the fact that there is no mass transit system in which Hidalgo County residents may utilize and the lack of reliable privately own transportation are additional barriers which are imposed on the residents in obtaining medical services.
In addition, the mobile unit would benefit the community by:
· Decreasing emergency room visits

· Improving vaccination rates for children and adults
· Promoting healthy lifestyles with health care and health education

· Facilitating a community based enrollment clinics for various health and social services i.e. Chips Prenatal Enrollment, Medicaid Enrollment …
· Ensure a safe haven in providing bilingual, bicultural information in education within the community 
Hidalgo County Health & Human Services will commit to maintaining the operational costs and professionally staffing of the mobile health clinic to assure a long term service base in our rural community.  The total amount $376,200 will be used for the purchased of the Mobile Health Unit.  
