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Hidalgo County Health & Human Services is seeking funding to purchase a Mobile Health Clinic that would allow the county to provide preventive educational services to those in greatest need. The primary service area assigned to the mobile health clinic will encompass the majority of rural Hidalgo County. There are several impoverished communities which do not offer a comprehensive healthcare education or medical services.  The mobile health clinic will be the facility in which immunization services, basic medical assessments, and preventative health education, tuberculosis prevention, and indigent care assessments will be completed by professional staff.
In addition, the mobile health clinic may serve as a resource center in the recovery efforts of natural and/or manmade events. i.e. hurricanes, wild fires, or bio-terrorism.  The mobile health clinic coupled with our communication unit can additionally serve as an emergency operation center in helping manage these tragic events. The interface with the mobile health clinic is critical in dealing with such events.

Currently Hidalgo County has over 900,000 people with a median age of 32 yrs and is projecting over a 100% increase in population over the next 30 years.     According to Dr Eschbach at the UTMB Galveston, South Texas has the highest level of obesity in children and adults. In addition, the UT Health Science Center study found a higher prevalence of obesity and diabetes in South Texas than in the rest of Texas or the nation.  Of the health conditions analyzed in the study, obesity had the most significant impact on the South Texas population, while diabetes ranked second. The importance of the mobile health clinic in providing sound health education and medical intervention is critical to the next generations of Texans in this region.   
