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(o) The county purchasing agent shall adopt the rules and procedures necessary to implement the agent's duties under this section subject to approval by the
commissioners court

(p) During each two-year term of office, a county purchasing agent shall complete not less than 25 hours in courses relating to the duties of the county purchasing agent.
The courses must be

(1) accredited by a nationally recognized college or university, or

(2) recognized by a national purchasing association, such as the National Association of Purchasing Management; or

(3) courses offered by state agencies related to purchasing.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, € 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1, © 87(q), eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg,, ch. 561, €9 1,2,
eff. Aug. 28, 1989, Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch, 1250, ©© 5, 6, eff. Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 16, € 13.02(a}, (d), eff. Aug. 26, 1991, Acts 1991, 72nd Leg.,
ch. 874, © 4, eff. June 16, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 367, @ 1, eff. Aug. 30, 1963.

Amended by Acts 1998, 76th Leg., ch. 505, € 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1999,

€ 262.0115. Purchasing Agents in Counties With Population of Mare Than 100,000

{a) In a county with a population of more than 100,000, the commissioners court may employ a person to act as county purchasing agent. However, this section does
not apply to a county that has appointed a purchasing agent under Section 262.011 and that has not abelished the position as authorized by law.

(B} A purchasing agent employed under this section serves at the pleasure of the commissioners court.

(¢} The commissioners court may employ other persons necessary to assist the purchasing agent in performing the agent's functions.

(d} Under the supenvision of the commissioners court, the purchasing agent shall carry out the functions prescribed by law for a purchasing agent under Section 262.011
and for the county auditor in regard to county purchases and contracts and shall administer the procedures prescribed by law for notice and public bidding for county
purchases and contracts.

() A county that has established the position of county purchasing agent under this section may abolish the position at any time. On the abolition of the position, the
county auditor shall assume the functions previously performed by the purchasing agent.

Added by Acts 1988, 71st Leg., ch. 1, © 11(g), eff. Aug. 28, 1989. Amended by Acts 1985, T4th Leg., ch. 63, @ 1, eff. May 9, 1995.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 369, € 1, eff. May 29, 1909,
€ 262.012. County Auditors as Purchasing Agents in Certain Counties

{a) The commissicners court of a county that employs a county auditor jointly with one or more counties under Section 84.008 may require the auditor to act as the
purchasing agent for the county, in addition 1o performing the regular duties of the auditor as required by law.

{b) In & county with a population of 41,680 to 42,100, the county auditor shall act as the purchasing agent for the county in addition to performing the regular duties of
the auditor as required by law.

{c) This section applies only to a county in which a county purchasing agent has not been appointed under Section 262.011.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, € 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg,, ch. 561, & 3, eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1250, € 7, eff.
Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 204, © 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1981,
SUBCHAPTER C. COMPETITIVE BIDDING IN GENERAL
€ 262.021. Short Title
This subchapter may be cited as the County Purchasing Act.
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, € 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.
4 282,022. Definitions

In this subchapter:

(1) "Bond funds” means money in the county treasury received from the sale of bonds, and proceeds of bonds that have been voted but that have not been issued and
delivered.

(2) “Component purchases" means purchases of the component parts of an item that in normal purchasing practices would be purchased in one purchase.

{2) “Current funds” means funds in the county treasury that are available in the current tax year, revenue that may be anticipated with reasonable certainty to come into
the county treasury during the current tax year, and emergency funds.

{4) "High technology item" means a service, equipment, or good of a highly technical nature, including:

(A) data processing equipment and software and firmware used in conjunction with data processing equipment;

(B) telecommunications, radio, and microwave systems,

(C) electronic distributed control systems, including building energy management systems; and

(D) technical services related to those items.

(5} "ltem" means any servics, equipment, good, or other tangible or intangible personal property, including insurance and high technology items.

(6) "Purchase” means any kind of acquisition, including a lease, of an item.

(7} "Separate purchases” means purchases, made separately, of items that in normal purchasing practices would be purchased in one purchase.

(8) "Sequential purchases" means purchases, made over a pariod, of items that in normal purchasing practices would be purchased in one purchase.

(9) "Time warrant” means any warrant issued by a county that is not payable out of current funds,

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch, 149, © 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1, € 59(b}, eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1980, 71st. Leg,, ch. 1250, € 8(a),
eff. Sept. 1, 1989.
9 262.023. Competitive Bidding and Competitive Proposal Requirements

(2) Before a county may purchase one or more items under a contract that will require an expenditure exceeding $25,000, the commissioners court of the county must
comply with the competitive bidding or competitive proposal procedures prescribed by this subchapter. All bids or proposals must be sealed.

{b) The competitive bidding and competitive proposal requirements established by Subsection (a) apply only to contracts for which payment wil be made from current
funds or bond funds or through time warrants. However, contracts for which payments will be made through certificates of obligation are governed by The Certificate of
Obligation Act of 1971 (Subchapter C, Chapter 271). Contracts for which payment will be made through anticipation notes are subject lo the competitive bidding provisions
of The Certificate of Obligation Act of 1971 (Subchapter C, Chapter 271) in the same manner as certificates of obligation.

{c) In applying the competitive bidding and competitive proposal requirements established by Subsection (a), all separate, sequantial, or component purchases of items
ordered or purchased, with the intent of avoiding the competitive bidding and competitive proposal requirements of this subchapter, from the same supplier by the same
county officer, department, or institution are treated as if they are part of a single purchase and of a single contract. In applying this provision to the purchase of office
supplies, separate purchases of supplies by an individua! department are not considered to be part of a single purchase and single contract by the county if a specific intent
to avoid the competitive bidding requirements of this subchapter is not present.

(d) Repealed by Acts 1893, 73rd Leg., ch. 757, € 38, eff. Sept, 1, 1993,

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, € 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1, © 57(a), eff. Aug. 28, 1989; Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1250, € 9, eff.
Sept. 1, 1989; Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 18, € 13.02(b), eff. Aug. 26, 1991; Acts 1993, 73rd Leg., ch, 757, € 13, 38, eff. Sept. 1, 1993, Acts 1897, 75th Leg., ¢ch.
442 € 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1997.
Amended by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 505, € 2, eff. Sept. 1, 1899.

Yo ¢ 262.024. Exemptions
% (a) A contract for the purchase of any of the following iterns is exempt fram the requirement established by Section 262.023 if the commissioners court by order grants
the exemption:

{1) an item that must be purchased in a case of public calamity if it is necessary to make the purchase promptly to relieve the necessity of the citizens or to preserve the
property of the county;

{2) an item necessary to preserve or protect the public health or safety of the residents of the county;

{3) an item necessary because of urforeseen damage to public property;

{4) a personal or professional service;

(5) any individual work performed and paid for by the day, as the work progresses, provided that no individual is compensated under this subsection for more than 20
working days in any three month period

{(6) any land or right-of-way,
¥ (7) an item that can be obtained from only one source, including:

4 (A) items for which competition is precluded because of the existence of patents, copyrights, secret processes, or monopolies;
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