 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ORDER ADOPTING AMENDMENT TO GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR

 GRANTING TAX ABATEMENTS

 IN HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS TC \l5 "
 TC \l4 "
WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County, Texas, adopted Guidelines and Criteria for Granting Tax Abatements in Hidalgo County, Texas, effective March 16, 2010 (the “Guidelines”) to allow Hidalgo County,  on a case-by-case basis, to give consideration to providing tax abatement as a stimulation for economic development in Hidalgo  County pursuant to chapter 312 of the Texas Tax Code.

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County desires to amend the Guidelines in order to better provide for the simulation of economic development in Hidalgo County.

NOW, THEREFORE IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County, Texas, hereby adopts the Amedment to Guidelines and Criteria for Granting Tax Abatements in Hidalgo County, Texas, attached as Exhibit A.

PASSED, APPROVED, ADOPTED AND ORDERED, this the ___ day of June, 2010 by the Commissioners Court of Hidalgo County, Texas.

[insert proper signature block]

ATTEST: 



APPROVED AS TO FORM:





ATLAS & HALL, L.L.P.

______________________

    By: ________________________

Arturo Guajardo, Jr. 



 Stephen L. Crain

County Clerk 






EXHIBIT A

AMENDMENT TO

GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR

 GRANTING TAX ABATEMENTS

 IN HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS TC \l5 "
Effective June __, 2010

1.
Subsection V.C.  of the Guidelines and Criteria for Granting Tax Abatements in Hidalgo County, Texas, effective March 16, 2010 (the “Guidelines and Criteria”) is amended to read in its entirety as follows:

 C.
(1)
The Commissioners Court may consider adoption of an Order approving the execution of an agreement between the County and the applicant governing the provision of the abatement within the reinvestment zone only after the applicant has forwarded all necessary information and documentation to the County.  The County will notify the applicant of approval or disapproval in writing as soon as such action has occurred.  The County will not approve an agreement if it finds that the request for the abatement was filed after the commencement of construction, alterations, or installation of improvements related to a proposed modernization, expansion or new facility by the applicant except as provided in subsection V.C.(2) below.  Any improvements performed by a taxing entity in anticipation will not be subject to this subsection C(1). 


(2)
The decision to provide any tax abatement will be considered on a case by case basis, in accordance with these guidelines and criteria, and at the discretion of the Commissioners Court who, with respect to applicants concerning projects of extraordinary impact that meet the the following criteria:

a.
the project creates 500 or more Jobs; and/or

b.
the project invests $25 million or more in real and personal property within the County

may waive Subsection IV(A)(i)(b) f reasonable proof is shown of why the waiver is needed and of the benefit to the County of granting the tax abatement.

2.
Except as expressly amended hereby, the Guidelines and Criteria are hereby ratified and confirmed.

