Proclamation  - DRAFT
Whereas, literacy is a community issue that impacts the growth and prosperity of every community; and
Whereas, according to the National Assessment of Adult Literacy, 2003, 45% of the adult population in the United States, have limited reading, writing, and math skills; and
Whereas, Texas has 6.5 million residents who speak a language other than English at home, almost double the national percentage, composing 38.6%of the Texas population, and a great majority of the population of the Rio Grande Valley (Texas Learns, 2005); and
Whereas, financial literacy is critical to the management of an individual’s personal finances to achieve an acceptable quality of life, providing basic needs to individuals and families; and
Whereas, as the education level of adults improves, so does their children’s success in school; and
Whereas, helping adults improve their basic skills has a direct and measurable impact on both the education and quality of life of the children in a family; and
Whereas, the South Texas Literacy Coalition, a non-profit organization dedicated to the coordination of literacy services, envisions South Texas as a community where every child and adult is a life-long learner skilled with the highest levels of literacy; 
Therefore, be it resolved that the County of Hidalgo, Edinburg, Texas hereby declares October 28, 2010 as the South Texas Literacy Coalition’s Financial Literacy Day and encourages all citizens to participate in the activities of the evening on the campus of South Texas College in Weslaco to help them improve their access to literacy resources.
