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LETTER OF ENGAGEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
 

C-10-135-01-11 
 

 This letter of Engagement for Legal Services (the “Agreement”) is entered into 
effective as of January 1, 2011 (the “Effective Date”), by and among the County of 
Hidalgo, State of Texas, (the “County”) and The Espinosa Law Firm, L.L.C. 
(“Attorneys”).  
 

WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Civil Service Commission (the “Commission”) 
has requested that the County, pursuant to Section 158.011, Texas Local Government 
Code, contract with licensed Texas attorneys to provide legal services to the 
Commission;  
 
 WHEREAS, County, pursuant to the requirements of Texas law, issued a 
Request for Qualifications No. 2010-135-09 15CGV, entitled “Request for Qualifications 
for Legal Services”;   
 
 WHEREAS, the County has determined that the Attorneys meet the 
qualifications set forth in the Request for Qualifications and the County has no objection 
to the Attorney’s appointment as legal counsel for the Commission. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the County and the Attorneys agree as follows: 
 
 1. Pursuant to Section 158.011, Texas Local Government Code, and subject 
to the terms of this Agreement, Attorneys are retained as legal counsel for the 
Commission, and Attorneys accept its appointment as legal counsel for the 
Commission. 
 
 2.  The legal fee for legal services performed by the Attorneys for the 
Commission will be at the rate of $150.00 per hour, prorated for any portion of an hour 
based on “tenths of an hour.” Subject to Section 4 hereof, Attorneys may charge for any 
and all time spent on Commission business, including, but not limited to, attendance at 
Commission meetings, conferences with individual Commission members, conferences 
with third parties, conferences with County staff, preparation for meetings, research, 
rule development, and correspondence. Subject to Section 4 hereof, the Attorneys will 
also be reimbursed for reasonable expenses incurred during the course of Attorney’s 
legal representation of the Commission, including but not limited to, outgoing faxes, 
postage, copying costs, long distance telephone charges and mileage. 
 
 3.  The scope of legal representation includes, but is not necessarily limited 
to, the following: 
 

A. Advice regarding statutes, case law and regulations affecting the Commission 
and the Commission’s responsibilities under Subchapter A, Chapter 158, 
Texas Local Government Code;  
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B. Advice regarding Commission Rules, and development of Commission Rules;  
 
C. Conferences with Commission members, County staff and third parties as 

needed; 
 
D. Attendance at Commission meetings; and  
 
E. Advice to Commission regarding meetings, hearings and other matters 

pending before the Commission.  
 
 4. The County, without prior authorization, will pay Attorneys for the actual time 
spent at Commission meetings each month and for up to fifteen (15) additional hours 
(on a non-cumulative basis) each month for other legal services actually performed or 
requested by a Commission member and performed by the Attorneys on Commission 
business during the month. Any request by the Attorneys for payment of legal services 
in any month in excess of the amount set herein must be accompanied by an executed 
Legal Services Authorization Request Form signed by the Attorneys, a Commission 
member and the Hidalgo County Budget Officer or his representative, and shall state 
the proposed expenditure for such legal services. A copy of the Legal Services 
Authorization Request Form is attached hereto as Attachment “A”.  
 
 5.  Although the Attorneys do not expect any conflicts to arise during 
Attorneys’ representation of the Commission, Attorneys reserve the right to withdraw 
from representation of the Commission should any of the following occur: 
 

A. Nonpayment of fee statement and/or serious past due accounts; 
 

B. Resistance or refusal by the Commission to provide assistance to 
Attorneys in the performance of Attorneys’ legal representation of the 
Commission; 

 
C. In the Attorneys opinion, a conflict of interest arises during the legal 

representation which is/was not apparent at the outset of the legal 
representation; or  

 
D. Any other situation exists which compromises Attorneys’ ability to 

represent the Commission in a legal matter and/or compromises legal and 
ethical obligation to the State of Bar of Texas in general. 

 
Should any situation arise which would lead Attorneys to reasonably believe that the 
Attorneys needs to withdraw from legal representation of the Commission on a matter, 
the Attorneys agrees to discuss the reasons for any withdrawal with the Commission, 
and take any steps necessary to rectify the situation, if possible, and recommend other 
legal counsel. 
 

6.  Subject to any requirement for “prior authorization” as described in Section 
4 hereof, Attorneys may request that other legal counsel assist Attorneys in fulfilling its 
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legal obligations to the Commission.  
 
 7.  This Agreement is for a term of two (2) years from the Effective Date with 
the County’s option to renew and extend for one (1) additional year under the rates 
described in Attachment “B” attached hereto and incorporated herein for all purposes 
and under all other terms and conditions stated herein.  
 
 8.  This Agreement may be terminated by County upon fourteen (14) days 
prior written notice. This Agreement may be terminated by Attorneys upon sixty (60) 
days prior written notice. 
 
 Executed and effective as of the Effective Date. 
  
 HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS  
 
 

________________________ 
       Ramon Garcia, County Judge 
ATTEST: 
 
 
BY:___________________________ 
    Arturo Guajardo, Jr. 
    Hidalgo County Clerk 
     
  

   ESPINOSA LAW FIRM, L.L.C.  
   

         
By: ________________________ 

                   Mercedes S. Espinosa, Partner 
 

Date: ______________________ 
 
     
APPROVED BY COMMISSIONER’S COURT ON: ___________ , 2011 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
 
By: _________________________ 
     JOSEPHINE RAMIREZ  
    ASSISTANT CRIMINAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY   
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ATTACHMENT “A” 

LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORIZATION REQUEST FORM 
C-10-135-01-11 

 
 

THIS LEGAL SERVICES AUTHORIZATION REQUEST FORM (the "Request") dated 
__________________________ i s  m a d e  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  t e r m s  a n d  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a  Letter of Engagement for Legal Services ("Agreement") made by and 
among the COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS, (the "Client"), and the ESPINOSA LAW FIRM, 
L.L.C., (the “Attorneys”). 
 
Part 1.  Scope of Legal Services. The purpose of this Request is: 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Part 2.  Hour/Cost. The estimated cost and expenses for legal services under this Request 
is $____________________. The estimated cost and expenses are based upon the 
hours/costs outlined in Attachment “B” of the Agreement.  

Part 3.  Payment. Compensation and payment to the Attorneys for the legal services 
established under this Request shall be made in accordance with the Agreement. If the 
estimated cost is exceeded, Attorneys will present an additional supplemental 
Request prior to incurring expenditures in excess of amounts approved in this Request. 
 

Part 4. Period of Service. All legal services associated with this Request shall be 

performed within the time necessary to complete the legal services requested and 

authorized through the terms and conditions described in this Request and in the Agreement. 

 

Part 5. Responsibilities and Obligations. This Request does not waive the parties’ 

responsibilities and obligations provided under the Agreement. 

Part 6.  Hidalgo County Civil Service Commission Member Authorization: 

HIDALGO COUNTY CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

 
 
_____________________________________ 
Printed Name: _________________________ 

Part 7.   Acceptance and Acknowledgment. This Request is effective when executed by 

the Client pursuant to Part 6, and by Attorneys pursuant to this Part 7, together with approval 
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of the expenditure of funds associated with the Request by the County's Budget Officer in Part  

The Espinosa Law Firm, L.L.C. 

 

________________________________ 
By:  Mercedes Salinas Espinosa, Partner 
 
 
Part 8:  Budgetary Impact: __________________. 
 
Approved and appropriated:  Yes:______________ No:_____________ 
 
 
___________________________________ 
Valde Guerra, Hidalgo County Budget Officer 
 
OR 
 
____________________________________ 
Designee 
 
_____________________________________ 
Printed Name of Budget Department Designee 
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ATTACHMENT “B” 
 

C-10-135-01-11 
 

LEGAL SERVICES RATE STRUCTURE 
HIDALGO COUNTY CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 

 
ESPINOSA LAW FIRM, L.L.C. 

3415 W. Alberta Road 
Edinburg, Texas 78539 

956/686-6490 (Telephone) 
956/686-6491 (Fax) 

 
JANUARY 1, 2011- DECEMBER 31, 2012 

 
 
ATTORNEY, PARTNER………………………………………………$150.00/hour 
ATTORNEY, ASSOCIATE……………………………………………$125.00/hour 
LEGAL ASSISTANT…………………………………………………….$50.00/hour 
OFFICE STAFF/SPECIAL PROJECTS………………………………$35.00/hour 

 
 

JANUARY 1, 2013 - DECEMBER 31, 2013 
(Additional 1 year term) 

 
 

ATTORNEY, PARTNER………………………………………………$165.00/hour 
ATTORNEY, ASSOCIATE……………………………………………$140.00/hour 
LEGAL ASSISTANT…………………………………………………….$60.00/hour 
OFFICE STAFF/SPECIAL PROJECTS………………………………$45.00/hour 

 

 

 

 



Patricia Leal 

Mercedes Salinas Espinosa 
Pilar Espinosa 
P. O. Box 720408
McAllen, Texas 78504


