
County of Hidalgo

State of Texas





PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS, The Hidalgo County Metropolitan Planning Organization (HCMPO) in partnership with local governments and community organizations will host the 1st Annual “Walk-n-Rolla 2011 Multi-Modal Celebration celebrating alternate modes of transportation such as walking, bicycling, carpooling and public-transit which promote public health and a healthy environment, support our economy, and improve quality of life and the livability of our neighborhoods, cities and region and, 

WHEREAS, The Walk-n-Rolla 2011 Celebration will be held on Saturday, April 9, 2011 in the Courthouse Square in Edinburg, Texas from 8:00am to 2:00pm and include multi-modal events such as bike rides, bike routes, bike rodeos for kids, 5k run, community walk and other activities and informational booths and exhibits providing citizens the opportunity to experience and learn more about alternate transportation options and efforts to reduce urban sprawl and auto oriented type development and create vibrant, compact, walk able, bike-friendly and livable communities and,  

WHEREAS, Making investments in walking, bicycling and public transit infrastructure can connect jobs, shipping and living thus creating clean and convenient alternatives to driving and, 

WHEREAS, Studies have shown that walking and bicycling allows citizens to live longer healthier lives by improving health and reducing many health risks.  Walking thirty (30) to sixty (60) minutes a day lowers weight and greatly reduces our risk of dying from heart disease, cancer, stroke, and diabetes, and,

WHEREAS, Walking and bicycling is not only beneficial for our health and well-being but can also play an important role in improving our quality of life by helping protect and improve our living environment and natural resources; and, 
WHEREAS, Citizens can help improve the environment by limiting their driving and reducing vehicle exhaust emissions particularly since emissions can be the most toxic on short trips.  By choosing to walk or bike, we not only save money on fuel and vehicle maintenance costs, reduce traffic and the noise levels associated with road traffic, we improve our health, reduce the impact of greenhouse gas emissions on global warming and the associated environmental costs; and,

WHEREAS, Citizens are encouraged to walk or bike all or part of their commute to work and school aiming for a minimum fifteen (15) minute walk each way.  If you take public transportation, try walking to a further stop before boarding, or getting off a stop early and walking the rest of the distance to work.  If your commute is too long, make it a Walk to Lunch Day and invite your co-workers or classmates to join you in your walk or bike to work and school and,
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court hereby issues this Proclamation recognizing April 9, 2011 as Walk-N-Rolla 2011 Multi-Modal Celebration Day in Hidalgo County and encourage all citizens to participate In the Walk–N-Rolla 2011 Multi-Modal Celebration and support these efforts to promote multiple transportation options and improve quality of life, livability and sustainability of our communities.
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