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§ 262.0255 LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE 

pW'chase of the equipment, a bond to Cover the repur­
chase costs of the equipment. 
Added by Acts 1991, 72nd Leg., ch. 416, § I, eff. Sept. I, 
1991. 

§ 262.0256. Pre-bid Conference for Certain Coun­
ties or a District Governed by Those 
Counties 

Text of section as amended by Acts 
2003, 78th Leg., ch. 660, § 1 

(a) This section applies only to a county with a 
population of 2.8 million or more. 

(b) The commissioners court of the coun'ty or the 
governing body of a district or authority created 
under Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, if 
the governing body is the commissioners cqllrt of the 
county in which the district is located, may require a 
principal, officer, or employee of each prospective 
bidder to attend a mandatory pre-bid coryference con­
ducted for the purpose of discussing cont;'act require­
ments and answering questions of prospec"tiye bidders. 

(c) After a conference is conducted under Subsec­
tion (b), any additional required notice for the pro­
posed purchase may be sent by certified' mail, return 
receipt requested, only to prospective bidders who 
attended the conference. Notice under "this subsec­
tion is not subject to the requirements of Section 
262.025. 
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 255, § I, eff. May 22, 
2001. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 660, § I, eff. 
Sept. I, 2003. 

For text of section as amended by Acts 
200S, 78th Leg., ck. 725, § 1, see § 26i!.0256, 
pos~ 

Section 3 of Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 660 provides: 
"This Act takes effect September I, 2003, and applies only to a 

proposed purchase or contract awarded by a competitive purchasing 
procedure for which a mandatory pre-bid confel"ence is held on or 
after that date." '. 

§ 262.0256. Pre-bid Conference 

Text of section as amended by Acts 
2003, 78th Leg., ck. 725, § 1 

The commissioners court of a county or the govern­
ing body of a distlict or authOlity created under 
Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution, if the 
governing body is the commissioners court of the 
county in which the dis"ict is located, may require a , .. 
plincipal, officer, or employe~ of each prospective 
bidder to attend a mandatory pre-bid conference con-
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ducted for the purpose of discussing contract requh'e­
ments and answering questions of prospective bidders. 
Added by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 255, § I, eff. May 22, 
2001. Amended by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 725, § I, eff. 
Sept. I, 2003. 

FO'I' text of section as amended by Acts 
2009, 78th Leg., ch. 660, § 1, see § 262.0256, 
ante. 

§ 262.026. Opening of Bids 

(alThe county official who makes purchases for the 
county shall open the bids on the date specified in the 
notice. The date specified in the notice may be 
extended if the commissioners comt determines that 
the extension is in the best interest of the county. All 
bids, including those received before an extension is 
made, must be opened at the same time. The com­
missioners cowi; may adopt an order that delegates 
the authority to make extensions under this subsec­
tion to the county official who makes purchases for the 
county. 

(b) Opened bids shajl be kept on file and available 
for inspection by anyone desiring to see them. 
Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. l<i6, § I, eff. Sept. I, 1987. Amend­
ed by Acts 1999, 76th Leg., ch. 505, § 3, eff. Sept. I, 1999. 

§ 262.027. Awarding of Contract 

(a) The officer in charge of opening the bids shall 
present them to the commissioners court in session. 
Except as provided by Subsection (e), the comi; shall: 

(1) award the contract to the responsible bidder 
who submits the lowest and best bid; or 

(2) reject all bids and publish a new notice. 
(b) If two responsible bidders submit the lowest 

and best bid, the commissioners comi; shall decide 
between the two by drawing lots in a manner pre­
sclibed by the county judge. 

(c) A contract may not be aWal'ded to a bidder who 
is not the lowest dollar bidder meeting specifications 
unless, before the aWal'd, each lower bidder is given 
notice of the proposed award and is given an opportu­
nity to appear before the commissioners com'! and 
present evidence concerning the lower bidder's re­
sponsibility. 

(d) In determining the lowest and best bid for a 
contract for the purchase of earth-moving, matelial­
handling} road maintenance, 01' construction equip­
ment, the commissioners court may consider the infor­
mation submitted under Section 262.0255. 
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