RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATIVE EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE STATE'S METHOD OF ADEQUATELY AND EQUITABLY FUNDING TEXAS SCHOOLS
WHEREAS we, the elected officials of the County of Hidalgo along with other local governments and community organizations have come together for the sake of education of our children and our communities seeking a common goal. We recognize each school district relies substantially on funding from the State of Texas in order to provide educational opportunities for children and that the current Texas public school finance system is negatively affecting an increasing number of public school districts; and
WHEREAS, we have been informed that the proposed budget cuts in education will have a negative economic impact in communities located in Hidalgo County, and we know that the future success of the children in our communities as well as the teaching profession is directly tied to the success of our local educational systems; and  

WHEREAS, past diligent legislative efforts to address the state’s method of adequately and equitably funding Texas schools has fallen short of broad measured success, and the 2011 legislative session bears the attributes of repeating the 2009 legislative session’s lack of reliable funding improvements; and
WHEREAS, a responsible and concerned group of community leaders with a UNITED awareness respectfully empower and support our respected legislative representatives to act positively for the benefit of our children; and 

WHEREAS, in light of our current Texas economic challenges and the complexity of financing public education, improvements in school funding should be established with an attitude where education is the highest priority, and that reductions in funding be limited to no more than 5% of a school districts budget in any one year to allow school districts to properly plan and retool themselves for the future.  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Commissioners’ Court of the County of Hidalgo hereby supports legislative efforts to address the state's method of adequately and equitably funding Texas schools, and respectfully shares one unified message to all involved - Make Education a Priority.

Approved this 3rd day of May, 2011.
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