Dear Election Officials, 
The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) announces the availability of                  $ 15,500,000 in federal funds to support research of electronic absentee
voting technology to make the absentee voting process easier and more
efficient for absent military and overseas citizens to request, receive or
return their ballots. 
The program, known as the Electronic Absentee Systems for Elections (EASE),
is authorized by the Military and Voter Empowerment Act (MOVE), an amendment
to Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act of 1986 (UOCAVA),
and, for the first time, will allow the Federal Voting Assistance Program
(FVAP) of  the Department of Defense to competitively offer grant assistance
to election officials.  
FVAP is responsible to assist UOCAVA voters with well researched and
developed innovative technological tools that will enhance their voting
experience.  These tools are intended to help UOVAVA voters overcome
difficulties in registering to vote from abroad; obtain ballots or ballot
applications; notify election officials of their frequent changes of
address; offer alternatives to slow mail delivery times to and from overseas
citizens, especially military personnel; and assist voters to complete
absentee voting materials properly, which can be difficult when abroad.
The purpose of the FVAP grant program is to receive proposals that will fulfill a public purpose of support by improving the voting experience of UOCAVA voters, reduce voting impediments faced by them, and stimulate the development of innovative approaches to absentee voting by UOCAVA voters.
The link to this announcement is: 
http://www.grants.gov/search/search.do?mode=VIEW&oppId=95273 >  
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