Sec. 31.0925. Request for services required. (a) This section applies only to a political subdivision:

(1) that is located entirely in a county:

(A) with a population of more than 500,000 that is served by a county elections administrator; and

(B) that does not contain a municipality with a population of more than 150,000; and

(2) that is not an irrigation district created under the authority of Section 52(b) (1) or (2), Article III, or

Section 59, Article XVI, Texas Constitution.

(b) The governing body of a political subdivision shall request an election services contract with the county elections administrator to perform all duties and functions of the political subdivision in relation to an election that may be transferred under this subchapter if the political subdivision receives a petition requesting the contract signed by a number of registered voters residing in the political subdivision that is

equal to or exceeds one percent of all votes cast in the most recent general election held by the political

subdivision.

(c) A petition under this section must be submitted to the clerk of the political subdivision before January 1 of the year in which the election to be administered under the requested election services contract will be held.

According to the 2000 federal census, Sec. 31.0925 applies only to a political subdivision, other than an irrigation district, located in Hidalgo County.
Definition of “political subdivision,” see Sec. 1.005(13).

How population is determined, see note under Sec. 42.005.

County elections administrator, see Sec. 31.031 et seq.

Definition of “election services contract,” see Sec. 31.091(2).

Duty of county elections administrator to contract on request, see Sec. 31.093.

Definition of “registered voter,” see Sec. 1.005(16).

Rules on residence, see Sec. 1.015.

Definition of “general election,” see Sec. 1.005(6)

Note: S.B. 1402, Acts of the 81st Legislature, Regular Session, 2009, added Sec. 31.0925. The added language requires the use of a voters’ petition but does not set out any requirements for the validity of the petition or its signatures. Without a reference to that effect, Secs. 141.061 et seq. and 277.001, both of which contain requirements as to the validity of a petition and its signatures, do not apply to a petition under Sec. 31.0925. The secretary of state has indicated that the official form to be prescribed for the petition will contain elements designed to elicit information allowing the validity of the petition and its signatures to be determined.
