


RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE RIO SOUTH TEXAS
REGIONAL PLANNING CONSORTIUM GRANT APPLICATION TO
THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING & URBAN DEVELOPMENT

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court supports regional efforts to bring development and growth to South Texas; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Housing and Urban Development has announced the 2011 Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program; and
 
WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Metropolitan Planning Organization has asked various local entities to join and support  the Rio South Texas Regional Planning Consortium for submittal of a grant application to the Department of Housing and Urban Development; and

WHEREAS, the Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program goals include supporting existing communities, providing more transportation choices, and enhancing economic competitiveness amongst other remarkable goals; and

WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court desires to collaborate with other entities for the development of a regional plan for sustainable development; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court agrees to the following:

· We affirm our commitment to the goals of the Sustainable Communities Partnership (The Partnership) between the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the Department of Housing and Urban Development.
 
· We support the Rio South Texas Regional Planning Consortium in seeking financial aid through an application for the 2011 Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program to create a Regional Plan for Sustainable Development that includes the six Livability Principles defined by The Partnership:
1. Provide more transportation choices.  Develop safe, reliable and economical transportation choices to decrease household transportation costs, reduce our nation’s dependence on foreign oil, improve air quality, reduce greenhouse gas emissions and promote public health. 
2. Promote equitable, affordable housing. Expand location- and energy-efficient housing choices for people of all ages, incomes, races and ethnicities to increase mobility and lower the combined cost of housing and transportation.
3. Enhance economic competitiveness. Improve economic competitiveness through reliable and timely access to employment centers, educational opportunities, services and other basic needs by workers as well as expanded business access to markets. 
4. Support existing communities. Target federal funding toward existing communities – through such strategies as transit-oriented, mixed-use development and land recycling – to increase community revitalization, improve the efficiency of public works investments, and safeguard rural landscapes. 
5. Coordinate policies and leverage investment. Align federal policies and funding to remove barriers to collaboration, leverage funding and increase the accountability and effectiveness of all levels of government to plan for future growth, including making smart energy choices such as locally generated renewable energy.
6. Value communities and neighborhoods. Enhance the unique characteristics of all communities by investing in healthy, safe and walkable neighborhoods – rural, urban or suburban

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Hidalgo County Commissioner’s Court finds that the proposed project, if funded, will greatly benefit the residents of the county and thus hereby pledges continued non-financial support for the Rio South Texas Regional Planning Consortium throughout the planning process. The commissioner's court will make every reasonable effort to identify possible in-kind support that can be used to leverage any funds awarded to the consortium.
SIGNED THIS 16TH DAY OF AUGUST 2011.


___________________________
RAMON GARCIA
County Judge
_________________________                               		_________________________
JOEL QUINTANILLA					HECTOR “TITO” PALACIOS
County Commissioner, Pct. 1                                    		County Commissioner, Pct. 2


_________________________                                		_________________________
JOE M. FLORES				     		JOSEPH PALACIOS
County Commissioner, Pct.3                                     		County Commissioner, Pct. 4
Attested to:

____________________
ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.
County Clerk
