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RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR THE KIKA DE LA GARZA SUBTROPICAL AGRICULTURE CENTER AND OPPOSING THE CLOSURE OF THE 
REGIONAL FACILITY

WHEREAS, the Kika de la Garza Subtropical Agricultural Center opened in 1931 and has been a major factor in the survival and development of agriculture in the Rio Grande Valley; and
WHEREAS, the Kika de la Garza Subtropical Agricultural Center is the only research facility in the United States along the border with Mexico that has the capability to identify and conduct research to prevent or manage invasive pests that enter the United States through this border region; and
WHEREAS, the value of agriculture in the Lower Rio Grande Valley is estimated to be $732 million with a statewide economic impact of $1.6 billion; and
WHEREAS, the Kika de la Garza Subtropical Agricultural Center serves as a strategic defense against the accidental or intentional introduction of invasive species that could potentially harm U.S. agriculture, disrupt international commerce or contaminate the food supply; and 
WHEREAS, closure of the Kika de la Garza Subtropical Agricultural Center would bring devastating effects to agriculture in the Rio Grande Valley and many other states that depend on the pest and disease prevention programs; and
WHEREAS, the closure of the Kika de la Garza Subtropical Agricultural Center would increase the risk of invasive pests that could threaten the viability of agricultural production and food safety not only in the region, but nationwide; and 
WHEREAS, the closing of the center would also mean the loss of 227 jobs and $27 million to the Rio Grande Valley; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court hereby: 
(1) Recognizes the critical role of the Kika de la Garza Subtropical Agricultural       Research Center in our community, 
(2) Opposes the closure of this regional facility, and 
(3) Urges the U.S. Senate, US Department of Agriculture, and local leaders to support the efforts to maintain this facility open.
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