RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF THE NATIONAL GUARD 49TH ARMORED DIVISION
WHEREAS, October 2011 marks 50 years since the National Guard’s 49th Armored Division was activated and ordered to Fort Polk, LA; and

WHEREAS, the mobilization of the 49th Armored Division was preceded by the crisis atmosphere of the events around Berlin in July and August 1961, what was deemed the Berlin Crisis, which threatened to deny American, British and French access to West Berlin; and
WHEREAS, the fear was that all sources of supply to the city of Berlin would be interrupted in an attempt to impose East German and Russian rule over the city; and
WHEREAS, Rio Grande Valley units of the 4th Armored Rifle Battallion/144th Infantry and 4th Medium Tank Battalion/112 Armored reported to Fort Polk for training and eventual movement to Germany; and
WHEREAS, the Division trained for ten months in Louisiana but never deployed overseas; in October 1962, the Division was notified that the crisis had been resolved and it was ordered to return home; nonetheless, during this time of training, the 49th made National Guard history staging a 15-day, division-wide field maneuver, code named “Iron Dragoon,” which is still remembered as a classic National Guard armor exercise; and

WHEREAS, Company D of Mercedes, will host a reunion for all members from these units on Friday and Saturday, October 14 and 15, in Mercedes.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court hereby recognizes and salutes the National Guard’s 49th Armored Division for their valiant efforts serving our Country and congratulates them on the celebration of the 50 year reunion.

Dated this 11th day of October, 2011.  
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Attest:  ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.
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