Biography – Norma G. Garcia 
Norma was first elected County Treasurer in 1994 and on January 1, 2011, began her fifth term in that position.  She was not a newcomer to the political arena in Hidalgo County having served three consecutive terms as mayor of the City of Mercedes from 1986 through 1993.  She has served on numerous boards and organizations throughout the years - some of them are as follows:  
Founding member of the Association of Hispanic Municipal Officials, an affiliate of the Texas Municipal League; President of the Association of Mayors, Councilmembers, and Commissioners,  also an affiliate of TML; Woman of the Year, Mercedes Chamber of Commerce; Outstanding Business and Professional Woman of the Year, BPW-McAllen; Chair of the Hidalgo County Women’s Political Caucus; Delegate to the National Women’s Political Caucus Convention in Atlanta, Ga.; Area Agency on Aging Advisory board member; Mercedes Housing Authority board member; Hidalgo County United Way board member; Mercedes Beautification Committee member; Texas Association of Realtors; member of the Hidalgo County Democratic Women of Texas; appointed by Gov. Ann Richards to the task force that merged the Texas Air Control Board and the Texas Water Commission that became known as the Texas Natural Resources and Conservation Commission (TNRCC), precursor to the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ); and currently serving on the Planning & Zoning Commission, Donna, Tx.   


Mrs. Garcia has served 3 terms (1992, 2002, and 2007) as President of the Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council (Council of Governments) and will be President again in May, 2012.  The COG consists of Hidalgo, Cameron, and Willacy Counties, represents a population of over 1.2 million, and has 26 board members.  She has served on that board since 1986 and currently represents the LRGVDC on the Texas Association of Regional Councils (TARC) board of directors.
She has served on the executive board of the County Treasurers’ Association in various capacities and is currently the First Vice President, and will become President at the CTAT Annual Conference in Tyler, Tx., in September 2011.  She was CTAT Region 8 Director (consisting of 18 counties) before becoming an officer.  Region 8 hosted the CTAT Annual Conference in 2002 and 2008 in Hidalgo County.  She received the “Outstanding County Treasurer of Texas” award after being selected by her peers in 2007. 
After taking office in 1995 she succeeded in computerizing the department and improved many of the processes used in the treasury.  In September 2003 she was able to acquire the Payroll Department which had been under the auspices of the County Auditor’s office since the late 1950’s.  She also implemented Direct Deposit in her county and was instrumental in the implementation of a Biometric Time and Attendance Program in Hidalgo County which has over 3,000 employees.   
Norma has been a Child Support Officer for the Attorney General’s Office; a realtor for several years; an assistant director at a vocational school; supervising interviewer for the Texas Employment Commission for eight years; and legislative assistant during the 70th session to Senator Juan J. Hinojosa when he was state representative.  
Norma is a single parent with 3 adult children and two grandchildren.  She was born in Donna, Texas and is the eldest of 7 children; graduated from Donna High School in 1968; attended San Antonio Community College in San Antonio, Texas, and Pan American College (now UT-PanAm) in Edinburg.  She acquired a license in real estate in 1984.  She has been a Certified Investment Officer for 15 years, a certification that she acquired through the Texas Association of Counties and requires yearly continuation education through TAC.  She claims to have a PhD from the “University of Hard Knocks,” which is where she attributes learning life’s most valuable lessons.  
One of her favorite sayings is “Do not be too critical of others.  Remember… when you point the finger at someone, there’s three pointing back!!”  

And, of course, those that know her well know that Norma LOVES Elvis!!  And she especially likes one of his quotes:  “Envy someone and it pulls you down.  Admire them and it builds you up.  Which makes more sense?”  
