ORDER ABOLISHING PRECINCT#5
STATE OF TEXAS


§

COUNTY OF HIDALGO  

§

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County, Texas, is a Texas County with a population greater than 150,000 and four (4) Commissioner Precincts, and five (5) Justice Precincts, with nine (9) Justices of the Peace and five (5) Constables as permitted by Article V, Section 18 of the Texas Constitution;
WHEREAS, Article V, Section 18 of the Texas Constitution requires no more than 1 Justice of the Peace or Constable be elected to serve in each precinct division or designation; 
WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court may, under Article V, Section 18 of the Texas Constitution, elect to reduce the number of Justice Precincts “from time to time and for the convenience of the people”;
WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court, after due consideration, believes that it is in the best interest of the tax payers of Hidalgo County to reduce the number of Justice Precincts by abolishing Hidalgo County Precinct #5, Justice of the Peace Place 1 and Constable Precinct #5;
WHEREAS, it is the determination of this Commissioners Court, based upon a review of the population disparity after the most recent federal census, review of the caseloads and expenditures, that four (4) Commissioner Precincts with four (4) Justice Precincts, and eight (8) Justices of the Peace, and four (4) Constables, with adequate staffing, will serve the needs of the people living in that precinct, and that the overall fiscal savings to be accomplished thereby will be substantial and consistent with the Commissioners Court’s responsibility to effectively manage the business affairs of Hidalgo County;
WHEREAS, the reduction of one justice court and constable will not effect the population of Precinct #5, as they will continue to be served by Precinct #1 where they already reside; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court is satisfied that there will be no significant adverse impact upon minority voting rights in said precinct.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED BY THE COMMISSIONERS COURT of HIDALGO COUNTY that:

1. The recitals set forth in this Order are true and correct.

2. The Precinct #5, which includes the positions of Justice of the Peace Place 1 and Constable, is hereby abolished.
3. That the population served by Precinct #5 will continue to be served by Precinct #1 where they already reside.
4. The Hidalgo County Elections Administrator shall note this change accordingly and assure that future ballots will reflect said change.
5. The Judge of Justice of the Peace Court, Precinct #5, Place 1, and Constable Precinct #5, shall hold that office throughout the remainder of his term in accordance with state law; and 
6. That this Order adopted by this Commissioners Court this date shall be effective immediately, subject to U.S. Department of Justice preclearance, and for all subsequent elections until changed or modified by subsequent Order of the Court.  It is expressly understood that implementation of the Order shall not take place until receipt of preclearance approved by the U.S. Department of Justice and all affected officials and employees are authorized to do any and all things necessary or convenient to accomplish the purpose of this Order.
7. This Order abolishing the Hidalgo County Precinct #5, which includes Justice of the Peace Place 1 and Constable, is made for the convenience and benefit of the people of Hidalgo County, Texas, after due and careful consideration of all factors relevant to the issue and after having timely posted public notice of such contemplated action in accordance with law and after hearing public comments thereon, in order to make the most efficient use of public resources, and to avoid duplication of services in County administration and save the taxpayers’ money. 
PASSED AND ADOPTED, this ____ day of November, 2011.
IT IS SO ORDERED.

____________________________

Ramon Garcia

Hidalgo County Judge

_____________________________

Attest:  Arturo Guajardo, Jr.

Hidalgo County Clerk

