§ 262.0271

{c) This section does not prohibit a county from
rejecting all bids.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., ch. 1299, § 1, eff. Sept. 1,
2005.

§ 262.0275. Safety Record of Bidder Considered

In determining who is a responsible bidder, the
commissioners court may take into account the safety
record of the bidder, of the firm, corporation, partner-
ship, or institution represented by the bidder, or of
anyone acting for such a firm, corporation, partner-
ship, or institution if:

(1) the commissioners court has adopted a writ-
ten defirfition”and criteria for accurately determin-
ing the safety record of a bidder;

(2) the governing body has given notice to pro-
spective bidders in the bid specifications that the
safety record of a bidder may be considered in
determining the responsibility of the bidder; and

(3) the determinations are not arbitrary and ca-
Ppricions.

Added by Acts 1989, Tist Leg., ch. 1, § 58(c), ff. Aug. 28,
1989.

§ 262.0276. Contract With Person Indebted to
County

(a) By an order adopted and entered in the minutes
of the commissioners eourt and after notice is publish-
ed in a newspaper of general cireulation in the county,
the commissioners court may adopt rules permitting
the county to refuse to enter info a contract or other
transaction with a persen indebted to the county.

(b) It is not a violation of this subchapter for a
county, under rules adopted under Subsection (a), to
refuse to award a contract to or enter into a transac-
tion with an apparent low bidder or suecessful propo-
ser that is indebted to the county.

(e) In this section, “person” includes an individual,
sole proprietorship, corporation, nenprofit corporation,
partnership, joint venture, limited liability company,
and any other entity that proposes or otherwise seeks
to enter into a contract or other transaction with the
county requiring approval by the commissioners court.

Added by Acts 2003, 78th Leg., ch. 156, § 2, eff. Sept. 1,
2003.

§ 262,028. Lump-Sum or Unit Price Method

A purchase may be proposed on a lump-sum or unit
price basis. If the county chooses to use unit pricing
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in its notice, the information furnished hidders must
specify the approximate quantities estimated on the
best available information, but the compensation paid
the bidder must be based on the actual quantities
purchased.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987,

§ 262.029. Time Warrant Election

If before the date tentatively set for the authoriza-
tion of the issuance of time warrants applying to a
contract covered by this subchapter or if before that
authorization a petition signed by at least five percent
of the registered voters of the county is filed with the
county clerk protesting the issuance of the time war-
rants, the county may not issue the time warrants
unless the issuance is approved at an election ordered
and conducted in the manner provided for county
bond elections under Chapter 1251, Government Code.

Acts 1987, T0th Leg,, ch. 149, § 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amend-
ed by Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 1420, § 8291, ff. Sept. 1,

- 2001,

662

§ 262.0295. Alternative Multistep Competitive
Proposal Procedure

(a)(1) If the county official who makes purchases
for the county determines that it is impractieal to
prepare detailed specifications for an item to support
the award of a purchase contract, the official shall
notify the commissioners court of such determination.

(2) Upon a finding by the commissioners eourt
that it is impractical to prepare detailed specifica-
tions for an item to support the award of a purchase
contract, after a notification of such determination
by the county official who makes purchases for the
county, the county official who makes purchases for
the county may use the multistep competitive pro-
posal procedure provided by this section.

(3) This section applies only to a county with.a
population of 125,000 or more.

() Quotations must be solicited through a request
for proposals. Public notice for the request for pro-
posals must be made in the same manner as provided
in the competitive bidding procedure, except that the
notice may include a general deseription of the item:to
be purchased, instead of the specifications desevibing
the item or a statement of where the specifications
may be obtained, and may request the submission of
unpriced proposals.

(c) On the date specified in the notice, the county
official shall open the proposals and, within seven days



