RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF U.S. MARINE STAFF SERGEANT 
JOSEPH HENRY FANKHAUSER
WHEREAS, Hidalgo County joins the rest of the Nation, the State of Texas, the Rio Grande Valley, and the friends and loved ones of U.S. Marine Staff Sgt. Joseph Henry Fankhauser of Mason, Texas, in mourning the untimely loss of this courageous young man who died April 22, 2012 in Helmand Province, Afghanistan at the age of 30 while supporting Operation Enduring Freedom; and

 

WHEREAS, Sgt. Fankhauser attended Sharyland High School, and later graduated from Mason High School in Central Texas; he enlisted in the U.S. Marines after graduation in 2000, and was assigned to the 7th Engineer Support Battalion, 1st Marine Logistics Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force in Camp Pendleton, California, serving as an explosive ordinance disposal technician; and

 

WHEREAS, Sgt. Fankhauser was serving his fifth combat deployment; having been deployed to Iraq in 2004, 2006, and 2007 and Afghanistan in 2011, he was serving his second tour in Afghanistan at the time of his death, he was known for his patriotism, dedication to duty, and leadership; and

WHEREAS, Sgt. Fankhauser received many awards and recognitions during his service, he is noted for receiving the: Purple Heart (second war), Combat Action Ribbon (second war), Iraq Campaign Medal (third war), Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal (third war), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Navy Unit Commendation (second war), Presidential Unit Citations-Navy, NATO Medal ISAF Afghanistan; and

 

WHEREAS, he is remembered by loved ones as a man of courage, strength, and compassion who gave unselfishly to others; Sgt. Fankhauser is survived by his father Henry (Betty) Fankhauser of McAllen, his mother Mary Wyscarver of Temple, and his wife Heather Fankhauser.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court hereby recognizes and pays tribute to the life and legacy of Staff Sergeant Joseph Henry Fankhauser and honors him and his family for his patriotic service and ultimate sacrifice, which will never be forgotten.
 
Approved this 22nd Day of May, 2012.
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