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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT BETWEEN 
HIDALGO COUNTY AND THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 
AT AUSTIN  

	
This memorandum of Agreement is made on this __14th___ day of  August_ 2012 by and between HIDALGO COUNTY by and through its Department of Health and Human Services, hereinafter referred to as “COUNTY”, with the offices located at 1304 S 25th, Edinburg, TX 78539, and THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN by and through its School of Nursing hereinafter referred to as “SON”, located at 1710 Red River, Austin, TX 78701.
	The aim of this Agreement is to establish an agreement for the exchange of information and for cooperative research between both institutions in the field of tuberculosis.
I. PROVISIONS OF SERVICES
The COUNTY coordinates directly for health services to patients with tuberculosis from Hidalgo County, and therefore patients routinely report to the health department for treatment of the tuberculosis.  A student/faculty member at SON has developed a qualitative study to research the lived experience of tuberculosis treatment of Mexican Americans in the Lower Rio Grande Valley.  No HIPPA protected information will be provided to the researcher.  The researcher will follow research guidelines established at The University of Texas at Austin for ethical research.
The participation of the COUNTY in this initiative shall consist of the following:
1. Allowing SON researchers access to the Lung Clinic waiting room for recruitment by posting of flyers, recruiting through video clip, and recruitment in person.
2. Providing information regarding to research study to their patients.
3. Providing SON with space for enrolling and interviewing participants.
None of these studies will result in extra cost for the COUNTY.  None will put the Consenting Patient at any risk.
II. TERM OF AGREEMENT
The term of this Agreement will begin August 01, 2012 and end August 31, 2014.
III. COMPENSATION
COUNTY will receive no reimbursement from SON for any services provided.  SON will receive no reimbursement from COUNTY for any services provided.
IV. NOTICES
All notices or other writing required under this AGREEMENT shall be deemed to have been made when sent by certified or registered mail, return receipt request, to the following address:
 
TO SON:							TO COUNTY:
Julie Zuñiga, RN, MS					Hidalgo County Health & 
The University of Texas at Austin			Human Services Dept.
School of Nursing						Attn:  Eduardo Olivarez
1710 Red River						1304 S. 25th 
Austin, Texas 78701					Edinburg, Texas 78539


V.	  TERMINATION
This AGREEMENT may be terminated by either party by giving thirty (30) days written novice via certified mail, return receipt requested to the other party hereto of the intention to terminate.
V. LAW GOVERNING VENUE
This AGREEMENT shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Texas, and, the obligations and undertakings of each of the parties to this AGREEMENT shall be performable in Hidalgo County, Texas.

WITNESS THE HANDS OF THE PARTIES effective as of the day and year first written above.
THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN


_______________________________________
Julie Zuniga, MSN, RN, Researcher


_______________________________________
Alexandra Garcia, PhD, RN
Associate Professor 


______________________________________
Alexa Stuifbergen, PhD, RN, FAAN
Dean of the School of Nursing

HIDALGO COUNTY TEXAS


________________________________________
Ramon Garcia, County Judge


ATTEST:


____________________________
Arturo Guajardo, Jr., County Clerk                      



APPROVED AS TO FORM:  


By: ____________________________
       Josephine Ramirez Solis 
	       Assistant District Attorney 
       Hidalgo County 


	 
4
