[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE HIDALGO COUNTY DRAINAGE DISTRICT #1 BOND REFERENDUM FOR COUNTYWIDE DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENTS

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County Drainage District #1 was created on April 9, 1908 by Order of the Commissioners’ Court of Hidalgo County, Texas pursuant to an election held within the territory affected on March 24, 1908; and 

WHEREAS, originally organized under provisions of Article III, Section 52 of the Constitution of Texas, the District was later converted to a Conservation and Reclamation District, under the provisions of Article XVI, Section 59 of the Texas Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, since its creation, the Board of Directors has been made up of the County Judge and four County Commissioners; and

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County Drainage District has completed excavation of over 200 miles of drainage ditches and related structures since its creation; and

WHEREAS, in connection with the Master Drainage System, the Drainage District #1 maintains and operates 767 square miles of drainage system, 13 pumps stations and 15 weir structures and completed excavation of over 800 miles of drainage ditches; and has constructed over 120 bridges and/or crossings and the State Department of Transportation constructed approximately 65 bridges and/or crossings; and 

WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Drainage system has been affected throughout the years not only by urban population growth, land mass expansion, and deterioration; it has also been greatly impacted by storm systems that have affected the county by way of hurricanes and other major rain events; and 

WHEREAS, much needed repairs, upgrades, and projects are required within the county’s drainage infrastructure in order to better serve and protect the public and municipalities which Hidalgo County serves; and 

WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Drainage District #1 Board in 2011 appointed a Drainage Advisory Committee comprised of 25 citizens from various segment of the community and on June 2012 the committee made a formal recommendation to the Drainage District #1 Board to call a bond referendum to fund 25 specific drainage improvement projects that increase the outflow of storm water throughout the system; and

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County believes that these upgrades can be completed as identified by the Drainage District and the Drainage Advisory Committee; and

WHEREAS, these projects include $15 million for Rural Drainage Development, $10 million for the Delta Area Watershed Development Project and $100 million in bonds for the construction of an independent segment of the Raymondville Drain; and

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County recognizes the timing is optimum given that interest rates for borrowing money are at all-time low and legislation exists that allows for federal reimbursements for construction of up to 90% of the estimated $100 million that will be used for the construction of the Raymondville Drain project; and

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County recognizes that the development of these drainage projects will have a tremendous positive economic impact on both economic growth and expansion in Hidalgo County, while protecting over $35 billion in property assets; and 

WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court also recognizes that these drainage project upgrades will greatly improve the quality of life and safety of citizens by reducing flooding and other disasters related to drainage; and 
	
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court unanimously expresses its strong support to the Hidalgo County Drainage District #1 as it works to improve drainage upgrades to the Hidalgo County Drainage System.

Approved this 18th day of September, 2012.



				
RAMON GARCIA
County Judge




												
JOEL QUINTANILLA						HECTOR “TITO” PALACIOS
County Commissioner, Pct. 1                                         			County Commissioner, Pct. 2
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Attest:  ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.
County Clerk
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