PROCLAMATION 

HONORING THE 85TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS-PAN AMERICAN 
WHEREAS, the University of Texas-Pan American (UTPA) was established as a junior college in 1927, over 85 years ago; it has since evolved to a four year university that serves the educational needs of the students of South Texas and the Rio Grande Valley; and
 
WHEREAS, UTPA is the state’s tenth largest public university, currently serving a student population of 19,304 of which 88.7% are Hispanic; it is located in the state’s sixth most populous metropolitan area (McAllen-Edinburg-Mission Metropolitan Statistical Area) and serves one of the fastest growing areas of the state, the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas; and
 
WHEREAS, UTPA is a dynamic, evolving institution, with a long history of responding to changing regional needs in the Rio Grande Valley; it offers 56 Bachelor’s Programs, 56 Master’s Programs, 3 Doctorate Programs, and 2 Cooperative programs and boasts 797 faculty and 648 full-time staff; and
 
WHEREAS, UTPA has expanded outreach and incentive programs to increase higher education aspirations and encourage academic preparation among prospective students; enhanced student support services to improve retention and graduation; and developed additional degree programs, especially at the graduate level, to broaden opportunities for the people of South Texas; and
 
WHEREAS, UTPA has increased its involvement in research and public service activities, with special emphasis on regional matters; strengthened its collaborative efforts with public schools to improve the whole spectrum of education; and emphasized the use of technology to maximize the effectiveness and efficiency of institutional programs and services; and
 
WHEREAS, Hidalgo County proudly boasts numerous UTPA alumni, including members of Commissioners’ Court, District and County Court Judges, and other County elected officials, leaders, and employees, and
 
WHEREAS, Hidalgo County officials applaud the University for its long-standing commitment to providing higher educational advantages to every young man and every young woman of the Rio Grande Valley, helping them achieve academic and professional success; and
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court hereby recognizes The University of Texas-Pan American in commemoration of the 85th Anniversary of this great institution which proudly serves the higher education needs of South Texas and the Rio Grande Valley.
 
Approved this 18th day of September 2012.
RAMON GARCIA

County Judge
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Attest:  ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR. 
County Clerk
