PROCLAMATION DECLARING SEPTEMBER 2012 AS 

“HUNGER ACTION MONTH”
WHEREAS, the number of people in the United States who need assistance in providing food for themselves and their families is an astonishing and dismal statistic; one in six Americans, including one in four children, totaling over 50 million people, are considered “food insecure” according to the U. S. Department of Agriculture’s Economic Research Service; and
WHEREAS, in the Rio Grande Valley, the need for food assistance is even more drastic, as one in two children in the Valley go to bed hungry; our area is fortunate to have an organization committed to ending hunger, The Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley; and 
WHEREAS, The Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley, Inc. was founded in 1983 by Reverend Ted and Martha Knies at Trinity Episcopal Church in Pharr, Texas; today the Food Bank has grown to become the 36th largest in the nation and 5th largest in Texas based on distribution; and 

WHEREAS, In 2010, nearly 940,000 individuals were fed through our various programs, for a total amount of 21.6 million pounds of non-perishable, frozen and fresh food distributed through 176 agencies, including churches and shelters in Hidalgo, Willacy, and Cameron Counties; and
WHEREAS, the fight against hunger is a fight that concerns each of us; the contribution of our time, talent and treasure moves us closer to addressing issues of hunger and poverty in our communities; we must all become aware and engaged in the fight to end hunger. 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court hereby proclaims the month of September 2012 as Hunger Action Month and applauds the Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley for its commitment to serving the needs of our community. 

Approved this 25th day of September 2012.
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