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Art. 18.14 . [331] [382] [370] EXAMINING TRIAL . The 
magistrate shall proceed to deal with the accused as in other cases 
before an examining court if he is satisfied there was good ground 
for issuing the warrant . 

Amended by Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 984, ch. 399, Sec. 2(E), eff. 
Jan. 1, 1974. 

Art. 18.15. [332] [383] [371] CERTIFY RECORD TO PROPER 
COURT. The magistrate shall keep a record of all the proceedings 
had before him in cases of search warrants, and shall certify the 
same and d~liver them to the clerk of the court having jurisdiction 
of the case, before the next term of said court, and accompany the 
same with all the original papers relating thereto, inclUding the 
certified schedule of the property seized. 

Amended by Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p . 985, ch . 399, Sec. 2(E), eff. 
Jan. 1, 1974. 

Art. 18.16. [325] [376] [364] PREVENTING CONSEQUENCES OF 
THEFT. Any person has a right to prevent the consequences of theft 
by seizing any personal property that has been stolen and bringing 
it, with the person suspected of committing the theft, if that 
person can be taken, before a magistrate for examination, or 
delivering the property and the person suspected of committing the 
theft to a peace officer for that purpose . To justify a seizure 
under this article, there must be reasonable ground to believe the 
property is stolen, and the seizure must be openly made and the 
proceedings had without delay. 

Amended by Acts 1973, 63rd Leg., p. 985, ch. 399, Sec . 2(E), eff. 
Jan. I, 1974; Acts 2001, 77th Leg., ch. 109, Sec. 2, eff. Sept. 1, 
2001 . 

Art . 18.17. (332A] DISPOSITION OF ABANDONED OR UNCLAIMED 
PROPERTY. (a) All unclaimed or abandoned personal property of 
every kind, other than contraband subject to forfeiture under 
Chapter 59 of this code and whiskey, wine and beer, seized by any 
peace officer in the State of Texas which is not held as evidence to 
be used in any pending case and has not been ordered destroyed or 
returned to the person entitled to possession of the same by a 
magistrate, which shall remain unclaimed for a period of 30 days 
shall be delivered for disposition to a person designated by the 
municipality or the pt'tchasing agent of the county in which the 
property was seized. If a peace officer of a municipality seizes 
the property, the peA~e officer shall d 'ver the property to d 

person designated by the municipality. If any other peace officer 
seizes the property, the peace office all deliver the property 
to the purchasing agent of the county. If the county has no 
purchasing agent, then such proper s all be disposed of by the 
sheriff of the county. 

(b) The county purchasing agent, the person deSignated by 
the municipality, or the sheriff of the county, as the case may be, 
shall mail a notice to the last known address of the owner of such 
property by certified mail. Such notice shall describe the 
property being held, give the name and address of the officer 
holding such property, and shall state that if the owner does not 
claim such property within 90 days from the date of the notice such 
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