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State of Texas	

County of Travis		Contract Number: _______________

This contract is entered into by the State agencies shown below as Contracting Parties, pursuant to the provisions of The Interagency Cooperation Act, Texas Government Code Section 771.001 et seq.  

I.
CONTRACTING PARTIES

The Receiving Agency:    Hidalgo County

The Performing Agency:  The Office of the Attorney General of Texas

II.
STATEMENT OF SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED

The Performing Agency shall provide a full range of legal services to the Receiving Agency for the purpose of assisting with the condemnation legal work of the [insert style of case(s)], up to the total dollar amount specified herein, including travel costs and other related costs but excluding fees, expenses and travel for expert witnesses.  The Receiving Agency shall be responsible for compensating the services of expert witnesses who in the judgment of the Performing Agency and the Receiving Agency are required to discharge the Performing Agencys duties pursuant to this agreement.  Specific services to be provided are listed in Addendum A, which is attached hereto and incorporated by reference.  

III.
BASIS FOR CALCULATING REIMBURSABLE COSTS

The Performing Agency shall provide the Receiving Agency with detailed billing information of the actual costs of the services performed under this agreement.  Actual costs shall include the costs of personnel as well as travel and other related costs incurred by the Performing Agency in the course of rendering legal services to the Receiving Agency.  The costs of personnel shall be based on hourly billing rates, which include salaries and overhead.  Particular staff who render services may include attorneys and paralegals, legal assistants, law clerks, and investigators acting under the supervision of attorneys.  The Receiving Agency understands and acknowledges that salaries, and therefore billing rates, may vary during the course of the contract.  For purposes of this agreement, travel and other related costs shall be those categories of costs specified in Addendum A.  

IV.
CONTRACT AMOUNT

The Receiving Agency shall reimburse the Performing Agency for actual costs of the services rendered, including travel and other related costs, in an amount not to exceed the sum of TWENTY THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY THREE AND 28/100 DOLLARS ($20,863.28) during the term of the contract.  Nothing herein shall prevent the parties from amending the total amount of this contract by written agreement at a later date.

V.
PAYMENT OF THE CONTRACT AMOUNT

The Performing Agency shall provide the Receiving Agency with monthly billings for the legal services performed and time spent for the legal services performed pursuant to this contract.  The Receiving Agency shall timely reimburse the Performing Agency for all billings in accordance with General Appropriations Act.  Reimbursements with funds held by the State Comptroller of Public Accounts shall be made via USAS funds transfers, with the Receiving Agency initiating the transfers.  The Performing Agency shall provide the Receiving Agency with all necessary USAS coding elements.  Reimbursements with funds held outside the Office of the State Comptroller of Public Accounts shall be made by the Receiving Agencys issuance of state warrants for payment to the Performing Agency.

All reimbursements must be drawn on the appropriation item(s) or account(s) of the Receiving Agency from which the agency would ordinarily make expenditures for similar services or resources.  Reimbursements received by the Performing Agency shall be credited to the appropriation item(s) or account(s) from which the agencys expenditures for the services or resources were made.

VI.
TERM OF THE CONTRACT

This contract begins July 1, 2012 or when fully executed by both parties, whichever is later, and terminates August 31, 2013.

VII.
AUDIT

The state auditor may conduct an audit or investigation of any entity receiving funds from the state directly under the contract or indirectly through a subcontract under this contract.  Acceptance of funds directly under the contract or indirectly through a subcontract under this contract acts as acceptance of the authority of the state auditor, under the direction of the legislative audit committee, to conduct an audit or investigation in connection with those funds.
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IX.
CERTIFICATIONS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

The undersigned contracting parties do hereby certify that (1) the services specified above are necessary, authorized, and essential for activities that are properly within the statutory functions and programs of the contracting parties; (2) this contract serves the interests of efficient and economical administration of state government; (3) this contract does not jeopardize the ability of the agencies to carry out their legislative mandates and will not affect the budget of the agencies such that employees must be terminated in order to pay the requested amount; (4) this contract does not exceed reasonable attorney fees for similar legal services in the private sector; (5) this contract is not prohibited by Texas Government Code Section 771.003, Subsection (b) or (c); (6) the services pursuant to this contract are not required by Article XVI, Section 21 of the Constitution of Texas to be supplied under contract given to the lowest bidder; and (7) the services provided herein do not constitute information resources technologies and are not subject to Texas Government Code Section 2054.001 et seq.

The Receiving Agency further certifies that it has authority to contract for the above services pursuant to this contract by the authority granted in Texas Transportation Code Sections 228.001 et seq. and in the General Appropriations Act. 

The Performing Agency further certifies that it has authority to contract and perform the services pursuant to this contract by the authority granted in Texas Government Code Section 402.001 et seq. and in the General Appropriations Act.


The undersigned parties bind themselves to the faithful performance of this contract. 


RECEIVING AGENCY	PERFORMING AGENCY

          	The Office of the Attorney 
Hidalgo County      	General of Texas


By:   __________________________	By: ____________________________
         	       Attorney General or His Designee
         

Date: _________________________	Date: ___________________________


ADDENDUM A



A. Specific Services.  Specific services to be provided by Performing Agency include, but are not limited to, the following:  

1. Pre-offer analysis in eminent domain;
2. Administrative proceedings in eminent domain;
3. Pre-trial, mediation, trial and appellate work in the following areas of the law:  eminent domain, contract, tort, environmental, employment, civil rights, and administrative;
4.  Legal services on an “as needed basis,” at the discretion of the Receiving Agency, beyond the scope of services described in sections 1 – 3 above.
   

B.  Other Reimbursable Costs.  In addition to personnel costs, other reimbursable costs which may be incurred by the Performing Agency during its representation of the Receiving Agency include the following travel and related expenses:		

Case-related travel;

Court filing fees;

Court reporting services;

Travel expenses and other reasonable expenses incurred through the attendance of the Performing Agency at other activities related to the legal representation of the Receiving Agency.

Other direct case or matter expenditures including, but not limited, proper equipment to effectively communicate and transmit data electronically with the Receiving Agency in carrying out the Specific Services described hereinabove.


The Performing Agency shall bill these items to the Receiving Agency on an actual cost basis and shall provide the Receiving Agency with true and correct copies of all bills and receipts for which it seeks reimbursement.  
	
