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Informal Forensic Border Meeting

Identifying Remains and Missing Migrants near the Border
Date and Time:

· Tuesday, February 19 – 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

· Wednesday, February 20 – 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Location:

Open Society Institute–Washington, D.C.

1730 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, 7th Floor

Washington, D.C. 20006

Phone: 1-202-721-5600

Participants:
· Forensic Anthropology Center at Texas State University

· Dr. Kate Spradley

· Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

· Dr. Jennifer Love

· Pima County Office of the Medical Examiner

· Dr. Bruce Anderson

· Robin Reineke

· Angela Soler
· US Department of Justice: NamUs 

· Charles Heurich

· Danielle Weiss

· Valley Forensics PLLC / Office of Criminal District Attorney

· Cristina Espinoza

· Washington Office on Latin America

· Joy Olson

· Maureen Meyer

· New Mexico Office of the Medical Investigator

· Dr. Wendy Potter McQuade

· Argentine Forensic Anthropology Team (EAAF)

· Mercedes Doretti

· Raymond Pettit

· California Department of Justice: Missing Persons DNA Program (tentative)

· Dr. John Tonkyn
· Nueces County Medical Examiner’s Office (tentative)

· Dr. Ray Fernandez

· Ric Ortiz 

· Webb County Medical Examiner’s Office (tentative)
· Dr. Corinne Stern

Meeting Outline - Tuesday, February 19:
· 9:00 AM - Introductions

· 9:15 AM - Argentine Forensic Anthropology Team (EAAF) – Border Project: Towards a Regional System Involving Forensic Data Banks on Missing Migrants from El Salvador, Honduras, Chiapas, Guatemala, and Nicaragua

· 9:45 AM - 15 mins each participant – suggested content: Overview, statistics on cases per year, number that may correspond to missing migrants, numbers of identifications, main obstacles encountered, number and percentage of unidentified remains cases uploaded to NamUs, number and percentage of cases sampled for DNA analysis and sent for CODIS upload, etc.

· Forensic Anthropology Center at Texas State University

· Pima County Office of the Medical Examiner

· Valley Forensics PLLC / Office of Criminal District Attorney

· US Department of Justice: NamUs

· Washington Office on Latin America

· New Mexico Office of the Medical Investigator

· California Department of Justice: Missing Persons DNA Program (tentative)

· 10:45 AM - Coffee break
· 11:00 AM - Points to address coming in part from discussions with Pima County OME and WOLA ( this discussion will continue on Wednesday): 

1. Possible mechanisms to conduct large-scale comparisons between missing migrant background and ante-mortem information and genetic profiles from their relatives (provided by foreign consulates and other authorized entities) with post-mortem information, genetic profiles and background information of unidentified remains found in the US within 200 miles of the international border with Mexico. 

a. Special emphasis on allowing large-scale genetic comparison of unidentified remains uploaded into CODIS with genetic profiles from relatives of missing migrants. 

b. Current challenges in uploading to CODIS references samples corresponding to migrant cases: delays for uploading in cases lacking identity hypothesis, dual genetic system requirement, costs for uploading reference/victim samples outside of federal grants. 

c. Possibilities for using SDIS level genetic databases for comparisons with genetic profiles from the relatives of missing migrants.

d. Re-testing costs for samples that report incomplete profiles under federal testing. 

2. Federal and state funding availability to counties and tribal governments for the handling of remains found in U.S. territory within 200 miles of the international border with Mexico: involving removal, analysis (autopsy, external examination, and documentation of associated personal effects), storage, DNA sampling and shipping to processing centers, and uploading complete data into the National Missing and Unidentified Persons System (NamUs). 

a. Special emphasis on counties within this area in Texas without Medical Examiner’s Office or professional forensic services, currently handled by Justices of the Peace relying often on private funeral homes.

b. Exchanging information on human and financial resources of state and local universities to provide the forensic services mentioned above for these cases.

3. Explore the creation of a program within NamUs on missing migrants and unidentified remains that could correspond to missing migrants. This would include uploading missing migrant reports into NamUS and directing all forensic institutions processing unidentified remains believed to be migrants to upload their cases as part of the program. 

4. Recovery of buried remains that may belong to missing migrants.

a. Survey of key border cemeteries containing potential missing migrant remains in the US within 200 miles of the international border with Mexico.

b. Legal possibilities to protect designated areas/burials in key cemeteries thought to contain migrant remains, by designating such sites as “protected from being disturbed” or similar instruments.

c. Exhumation plan for key cemeteries within the area mentioned above.

d. Potential human and financial resources to conduct surveys and exhumations in key cemeteries mentioned above. 

e. Alternatives to cremation of unidentified remains, including centralizing at certain locations the rendering of remains to bone and their storage. 

5. Further suggestions??????

Meeting Outline - Wednesday, February 19:
· 9:00 – Remaining 15 min each presentations (for participants missing first day) 
· Harris County Institute of Forensic Sciences

· Nueces County Medical Examiner’s Office (tentative)

· Webb County Medical Examiner’s Office (tentative)
· 10:00 – Continuing  the discussion on main topics begun on Tuesday & Formulating recommendations and lines of action to disseminate and gain support for recommendations
· 10:45 AM - Coffee break
· 12:00 – Future possibilities for collaboration
· Working group formation

· Other strategic partners
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