Statistics on cases per year in Hidalgo County (Estimated) 
       Identified
   
        Total          Confirmed         (Formerly           Remain 

                 Cases          Migrants
      John/Jane)      Unidentified
	2007
	216
	9
	4
	7

	2008
	313
	22
	10
	12

	2009
	290
	15
	5
	6

	2010
	293
	12
	6
	6

	2011
	267
	33
	9
	9

	2012
	324
	26
	21
	5


* Numbers may not reflect an exact count in earlier years, due to lack of information submitted on data base. 

How many cases are performed on illegal immigrants per year ?
          Unfortunately, an accurate number is unaccounted for due to lack of information provided to us by investigative agencies; also, the lack of not having a full time investigator is also a factor when not having this type of information.                                       
However, Valley Forensics is currently in the beginning process of working on updating our data base to include more information such as: 


· What is the decedents Immigration status?

· What is the origin of nationality?

· Did the decedent have a name when entering morgue?

· How was the decedent identified, positive or tentative? (specify a method)
How many unidentified immigrant cases are positively identified per year? 

See chart above

Our approximate estimate of positively identifying unidentified decedents has increased over the past few years by:

· the assistance of The Department of Homeland Security  (ICE) fingerprint comparison

· Diligently documenting and photographing all property that is brought in with the body

· Valley Forensic staff working on attempting to make contact with the unidentified decedents next of kin by calling all phone numbers that are found on the decedents cell phone, written on belt, with-in pant waist inseam, hidden pockets, shoes, wallets etc. 

· Collecting DNA on every decomposed or unidentifiable decedent (partial femur, molars & muscle)
· Submitting DNA to UNT Center 

· Working with EAAF & Bode Tech. 

How much does Hidalgo County spend in cooler storage fees when it comes to storing unidentified remains until identification is made or the attempt to identify has been exhausted? 
$75.00 per day per remains 


In some cases it has taken up to 6 months to positively identify remains and in others at least 2 weeks.  

($1,050.00 two weeks; $2,250 thirty days; $13,500 6 months for one case) 
	2008
	$70,535.00

	2009
	$15,010.00

	2010
	$23,165.00

	2011
	$40,545.00

	2012
	$51,134.00





*Estimated costs per year
How much does Hidalgo County spend on funeral home fees per pauper direct burial? 

$525.00  - Contract includes fees for a “Direct burial” which does not include any visitation hours or use of funeral home facility nor embalming services. Direct burial includes direct transportation from the morgue to the contracted cemetery, 1 temporary plaque/marker at cemetery plot location. (Temporary marker is stuck into the ground which includes Name and investigating agency’s case number with a date of death.)  
How much does Hidalgo County pay the contracted funeral home to handle direct cremation arrangements? (For those decedents who are identified and remain unclaimed) 
$425.00 – Contract includes fees for “direct cremation” which does not include any visitation service or use of the funeral home facility nor embalming services. Direct cremation includes direct transportation from the morgue to the crematory.  Cremains are stored at the contracted funeral home for the minimum of 3 years; however, cases from 2007 are still in storage as per staff at the contracted funeral home. 
How much does Hidalgo County pay per pauper burial? (Cemetery fees)
$1,645.00   - Burial includes fees for Opening and Closing, Concrete Grave liner.
* Fee does not include any funeral home fees

Total costs of one paper burial including funeral home fees along with burial fees:  

$2,170.00 
 Funeral Home and Cemetery fees
         +$1,050.00       Minimum of 2 week cooler storage fees

$3,330.00
TOTAL (Does not include body pick-up transportation fees) 
Estimate amount per year w minimum of 2 week cooler storage:

2007 ------ $23,310.00

2008 ------ $39,960.00

2009 ------ $19,980.00

2010 ------ $23,310.00

2011 ------ $29,970.00

2012 ------ $16,650.00
What are the main obstacles that delay the process of positive identification for an illegal immigrant who may or may not be decomposed and crossing into the US?

1. When an Investigative agency collects the wallet or cell phone of the decedent found at the scene and do not bring it to autopsy.  Collecting vital information found on a possible immigrant that may be crossing into the US is one of our main leads to make contact with the next of kin to begin the identification process.  Information such as Phone numbers, pictures, addresses etc. that may be found inside wallet or cell phone have helped us identify more cases this past year.  Our chances of locating a next of kin increase when ALL property that is found on body is brought in with the body. 
2. Investigative agencies that do not work with local consulate offices (Mexican & Guatemala) much less offices in Houston (El Salvador & Honduras).  Many local investigative agencies do not have the knowledgeable staff that are aware of the steps in approaching consulate offices to begin asking for assistance in identifying the unknown decedent.  
3. Some Justice of the Peace Judges may decide not to order a Complete Autopsy on some of the decomposed remains that may be found in the Rio Grande River.  In these cases the unidentified remains are buried with no attempt to identify the decedent.  (NO DNA is saved or sent to UNT)  In few cases a Judge may not request an autopsy but does request a “Hold Only for Identification”.  A request for “Hold Only for Identification” allows us to document any and all property the remains are brought in with, a complete external examination (no pathology report is provided) is done by autopsy technicians who look for any identifying markers on the decedent, such as tattoos or scars.  DNA may also be collected (partial femur, muscle & molars may be retained for UNT submission; x-rays may also be taken if there is reason to believe an x-ray will assist in the identification process.)        
In a “Hold Only for Identification” case Autopsy Technicians try to work with local investigative agencies along with Consulate officials in attempts to locate next of kin that may assist in identifying the unidentified remains.  Smaller investigative agencies do not get too involved in trying to identify the decedent which leaves a priority job duty for an autopsy technician to investigate or search for any leads that may assist in identifying an unidentified decedent. 
