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Border Prosecution Unit
____________________________________________________________________________
BORDER PROSECUTION UNIT,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, AND

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 

PARTNERSHIP

REGIONAL MEETING AGENDA

Rancho Viejo Resort
Rancho Viejo, Texas

April 10-12 2013

CLE Course No. 901262827, approved for 6.5 hours
TCLEOSE  has been approved 
Wednesday, April 10
2:00 p.m.
Work Session (For BPU prosecutors and regional


Counsels only) Las Palmas above the restaurant

3:00 p.m.
(For BPU and DPS Personnel Only) Las Palmas       above the restaurant



Update on current investigations,




resource needs/priorities; threat assessments,




utilization of BPU legal assistance. 

5:00 p.m.
Meet & Greet (All attendees) La Jacaranda
above the restaurant
Thursday, April 11
7:00 a.m.

Breakfast Convention Center – Saltillo Room
8:30 a.m.

Welcome, Introductions and Announcements

9:00 a.m.
State and Local Partnerships

Border Prosecution Unit


Content:  Background on BPU organization


and structure; cooperative relationships


with law enforcement partners; report on 


current activities within each jurisdiction.
Department of Public Safety



Regional Commander

Criminal Investigations Division



Texas Rangers



Texas Highway Patrol


Content: Interactive discussion regarding


DPS resources, specific threat assessments


and current state law enforcement priorities.


Local Law Enforcement Agencies


Content: Cooperative efforts, resource needs, 


training priorities and inter-departmental


information sharing.

9:45 a.m. 
Break

10:00 a.m.

Border Prosecution Courtroom Testimony

Investigative Interviewing - From Initial Contact to Courtroom Presentation

Course Synopsis:  In many instances, the most critical time in the development of a criminal case occurs during a roadway stop.  The skills necessary to elicit information, or the steps to transforming that information into evidence admissible in court, aren’t usually taught in basic law enforcement or attorney training. This course bridges that gap.  Law enforcement personnel will be provided with the tools necessary to build a case using the most productive investigative interviewing techniques. Prosecutors will learn how to avoid pitfalls in the use of testimonial evidence and be better prepared to present evidence arising from interdiction stops.  Some of the key topics to be covered include:

· Elements of a legal traffic stop

· 4th & 5th Amendment considerations

· Methods for detecting non-verbal and verbal deception

· Rapport building techniques essential to successful investigative outcomes

· Evaluating integrity and veracity of investigative information

· Confidence building techniques essential to eliciting useful information

· Targeting intelligence needs through observation techniques
· Best practices in trial presentation of testimonial evidence and use of physical evidence obtained during interdictions.



Course Director:  The Course Director is Michael




Bryant, a former supervisory agent with the U.S. 




Department of Justice, where he worked primarily




areas of interviewing and interrogation.  A certified 



polygraph operator, Mr. Bryant also was responsible




for supervising a team of polygraph examiners.  Mr.




Bryant is recognized as an expert in human 




behavior and detecting deception, and was 




instrumental in the design, development and




implementation of his agency’s interviewing 




program. 

Adjunct Faculty: Mark Kimball & D. Randolph (Rand) Booth, Jr. Regional Counsels, 
Regionals 2 & 3 respectively
Course Presentation Approach:  Mr. Bryant will take the lead in introducing the various course topics, using a very interactive approach with attendees.  Through the use of numerous video clips and other instructional aids, Mr. Bryant has developed a “one-of-its-kind” packaging of instructional materials and real-life scenarios to make this course highly participatory.  The Adjunct Faculty, composed of experienced prosecutors, will be available to provide the relevant statutory and constitutional law references and requirements implicated in testimonial and search and seizure contexts, and will also discuss the proper predicates to admissibility and other evidentiary concerns at trial.

12:00 noon

Lunch Convention Center
1:00 p.m.

Border Prosecution Courtroom Testimony

Investigative Interviewing - From Initial Contact to Courtroom Presentation
3:00 p.m.

Break 

3:15 p.m.

Border Prosecution Courtroom Testimony

Investigative Interviewing - From Initial Contact to Courtroom Presentation
5:00 p.m.
Adjourn for Hospitality Hour La Plaza and La Jacaranda

above the restaurant
Friday, April 12
7:00 a.m.
Breakfast Convention Center
8:00 a.m.
BPU Business Meeting (BPU Personnel Only)  Convention Center - Sevilla Room
8:30 a.m.

Border Prosecution Courtroom Testimony

Investigative Interviewing - From Initial Contact to Courtroom Presentation 
10:15 a.m.

Break

11:45 a.m.

Border Prosecution Courtroom Testimony

Investigative Interviewing - From Initial Contact to Courtroom Presentation  – Course Wrap-up,




Question/Answer session, final remarks.

12:00 noon

Final Adjournment
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Border Prosecution Unit


Project Director	
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Atascosa, Bee, Brewster, Brooks, Cameron, Crockett, Culberson, Dimmit, Duval, Edwards, El Paso, Frio,  Hidalgo, Hudspeth, Jeff Davis, Jim Wells, Jim Hogg, Karnes, Kenedy, Kinney, Kleberg, 


La Salle, Live Oak, Loving, McMullen, Maverick, Medina, Pecos, Presidio, Reagan, Real, Reeves, Starr, Sutton, Terrell, Upton, Uvalde, Val Verde, Ward, Webb, Willacy, Wilson, Zapata, Zavala.








