[bookmark: _GoBack]RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF U.S. ARMY SPECIALIST KEVIN CARDOZA

WHEREAS, Hidalgo County joins the rest of the nation, the state of Texas, the Rio Grande Valley, and the friends and loved ones of U.S. Army Specialist Kevin Cardoza of Mercedes, in mourning the untimely loss of this brave young man who was killed in action on Saturday, May 4, 2013 in Afghanistan; and

WHEREAS, Spc. Cardoza lived on the rural road named after his grandfather Joel Cardoza in Mercedes, Texas and attended Edcouch-Elsa High School, he enlisted in the U.S. Army after graduation in 2011 and was assigned to the 1st Brigade Combat Team, 1st Armored Division in Fort Bliss, Texas; and 

WHEREAS, It was Spc. Cardoza’s lifelong dream to join the armed forces and he was halfway through a nine-month tour in the Kandahar Afghanistan province when the vehicle he and four other soldiers from Fort Bliss were traveling in was hit by a roadside bomb and Spc. Cardoza died from injuries sustained in this tragic incident; and 

WHEREAS, the 19-year-old was a dedicated father, son, brother and uncle and has left behind a legacy that will be treasured forever by his family, friends, and loved ones; and	

WHEREAS, Spc. Cardoza is survived by his two daughters, Delilah Nevaeh and Melanie Renée Cardoza, his parents Ramiro Cardoza, Sr. and Maria Cardoza, three siblings Ramiro Cardoza, Jr., Michael Cardoza and Leslie Lizette Cardoza, paternal grandmother Eduarda Cardoza, maternal grandparents Maria Belen and Hector De La Cruz, sister-in-law Jessica Rodriguez, nephews Ramiro Cardoza III and Ryan James Cardoza; and

WHEREAS, Spc. Cardoza will forever be remembered as a young man filled with the courage, strength, and compassion to fulfill a mission of serving the United States of America; his dedication and commitment will be forever remembered. 
	
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court hereby recognizes and pays tribute to the life and legacy of Army Specialist Kevin Cardoza and honors him and his family for his patriotic service and ultimate sacrifice, which will never be forgotten. 

Approved this 18th  day of June, 2013.


				
RAMON GARCIA
County Judge

												
A.C. CUELLAR, JR.							HECTOR “TITO” PALACIOS
County Commissioner, Pct. 1                                         			County Commissioner, Pct. 2



												
JOE M. FLORES							JOSEPH PALACIOS
County Commissioner, Pct. 3					County Commissioner, Pct. 4

				
Attest:  ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.
County Clerk
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