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Hidsigo County Historical Commission
Bylaws

Article 3
Authority

101 The exdstence and opsration of a8 County Histotica! Commigeion iz authorized by
the State of Texas undor Texas Local Government Code Chapter 318, as amendad.

Srticle 2
Mame

2.8t The name of the organization shall be the Hidaigo County Historical Commission,
hareinafter raferred to as the "HCHC” or the *Commission”.

Article 3
Furpone

§ lem

201 The purpose of the HCHC shall ba to -donﬁﬁmsja proteciier and intarpretation
& the history of Hidalgo County. Thase goails shall be accomplished thwough surveys
ot histurical buildings and sites, Texas Historical Commission designations of histarica!
bulldings and sites, prassrvation of the County's heritags through written and oral
higtory, and public’ education about the County’s history. The HCHC shall siive
cragte countywide awareness and apprsciation of historic pregevvation and its benefits
and uses. The work of the NHCHC is not to duplicate the work of other histerical
preservation eiforts in the County, but to supplement and encourage this work,

Article 4
fMambership

4.01 Eligibiity. Each Commission Membsr shali bg an adult resident of Hidaigo
Gounty. Each Commizsion Membar must have an interest in historic presetvation and
an undersianding of iecal history and resources.

4.02 Torm. Members shall be appointed by the Commissionars Court for two year terms
beginning on January 1 of oid numbered years. The Commissioners Court shall fill s
vacancy on the HCHC for the remainder of any unéxpired term.

4.03 Membarahip.
285
a. Mambaership shall be composed of MBEET IOVen residoms of the County,

Members of the HCHC must be individuals who broadiy reflect the age,
ethnic, and geogmphtc dtversny of tha County. s
Each County Cotnw ;:one.r may wo minadt SIX
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Any member may resign by filing a8 written rasignation with the
chairparson, wha shall, in tum, inform the Commissioners Court of such
resignation at its next regularty schadulad meeting.

The Commissioners Court may accept recommendations from the HCHC
to Y vy vegcancies on the Commizsion. Appointmants will not be official
untl action is taken by the Commissioners Court at their next regulary
scheduled megting, Any appointments meds during a term will only serve
untit the nent reguiar appointment dats,

The chairparson of the HCMC shall be appointed fram ameng ite members
by the Commissionars Court atl the same time regular appointments are
mads 1o the Commission.

Mombor Emeriius status my be accorded o any active membar who has
served at least three (3) terms but can ne longer be active because of
age, health, or demands of occupation. Nomination fo the emeritus status
must be authorized by a majority vote of cusrent voling membars
Emeritus status shall be a nen-voting member. :

Ex-Offielo Member siatus shall include the County Judge and the County
Commissioners. Ex-officio status shall be a non-voting mamber,

Friangd of the Midalgo County Historleal Commticgion stajus may be
granted to any individual who expresses &n interest in the historic
preservation of Hidalgo County and wishes to piay an active role in the
HCHC's activities and siforis but does not dasire {0 be appointed fo the
HCHC by the Commissioners Court or when a person desirgs 1o be active

with tha HCHC balole no vacancies exist. Friend of the HCHC stetus is g
non-voting member.

Articie 5
Aftendance

501 Any Board Member who misses two (2) consecutive requlardy scheduled Board
meatings automatically vacates his/her Board appointment urless the Board mamber
can provie a medicet validation in which case one or more of the abssncses may be
waived. An exception to the alterdancs policy may bs made by a majority of the Board

if the member gubjact to removail has demonstrated continuing interest in the work of
the Commigsion by

Altending the Texas Historlkeal Commigsion's Annual Preservation

Comterancs, angd st ieast one Texas Historica! Commission sponsored
workshop,; or



b. By pasticipating actively in projects which foster the purposa of the
Commission; o7
c. By doing any substantial work for the Commisslion in area of historical

/ : preservation for Hidalgo County which furthar@smrommerang the gosls of the
Commission. |
Articlo 8
Mastings

.01 Reguisr Board meetings shall ba heid at least six (8) times each year. The
location and tima of the maetings shall be determined by tha Baard Officers.

8.02 Special Mestings. Special meetings may be called by the Chalr or any two
voting Boars Members,

8.03 Matice of Mestings, In accordance with the Texag Opan Meelings Act, notice of
any mesting of the HCHC ghall be postsd 72 hours before the scheduled time of the
meesting in a place readily accessibie to the gengral public at all times, Therefore, In
addition o notifying each voting member by mail, 3 notica shall be posted at the Hidalgo
County Court House which shall indicate the date, howr, placs and subject of each
meeting. .

8.06 Recorda of Open Mesting. The Commission shall prepare and kesp minutes o
maks a tape ecording of aach open meeting. Such recording shall stats 4o subject of
each deliberation and shall indicate sach vols, order, decision or other action taken. n
accordance with the Open Meastings Act, the minutes and taps recordings shall be
avaitable for public ingpection and copying on request o the County Judge's Office,

6.05 Quorum. A quorumn shall bo a simple rhalorily of the membership present uniess
otherwise defined in the Bylaws.

Articla T
Offlcers

7.01 Officers and Duties. Officers shall be appointed by a majority voia of the Board
Membaers present at a meeting no later than the secong regulary schedulsd mesting of

g?-:umb@md yaars, expect that the Chairperson shall be appointed by Commissioners
ust. -

a.  The Board Officers (ihe “Officers”) shall consist of a Chairperson, Two
vmmm Secretary and Treasurer.

b. Chalrperson. The Chair shail convaene requiarly scheduied HCHC
meatings and shall preside or arrange for other membears of the Executive



/s

Board 10 preside at each HCHC in the following order — a8 Vice Chair;
Sacretary and Treasurer. The Chalrpsrsen shall have executive
supervision over the activities of the HCHC within the scope provided by
these Byiaws, The Chairperson shall raport atinually on the activities of
the Commission to the Midalgo County Commissioners Court, to the
moembership and to the Texas Histerical Commisgion as required. The
Chairperson shall appoint membars of commitiees and shall be an ex
ofigio rmember of all committees,

Vice Chalrperson of Presservation, The Vice Chalrperson of
Preservation shail assuma the duﬂas of the chair in the event of absence,
incapacity or rasignation of the Chair. Hefshe shall oversse the work of
presewing, restoring aénd reconding local history and shatl chair the
Prasarvation & Restoration Commiites.

Viee Chairparse Regegrch & &ﬂmm The Vice Chairpsrson of
Hesearch & Ma sha!! assume the duties of the chairpsragn in the
event of absence of the Chairman or Vice Chalrperson for Preservation,
The Vice Cheir of Research & MarkeMrng shall oversee the historlcal
resgacch and marker program and shail chair that commitigs.

Sacratary. The Secretary shall be responsible for keeping records of all
HCHC actions, including overseeing the taking of minutes at all HCHC
mestings, sending out meeting announcements, distributing copies of
minutes and the agenda o each member, and assuring that certified
racords are mainmained.

Trompursr. The Treasurer shall be responsibie for keeping adequate
financial records, for depesiting all funds with the County Treasurer, for
preparing and recommending a budget and tor expending budgeted funds
in accordance with the procedures established by Hidalgo County. The
Treasursr shalt submit financial reporits to the Commissioners Court a3
requirsd and to the membership at each meeting. The Treasurer shall
chair the Finance Committes, help develop tundraising plans and make
financlal information available to the Commlsasbn and the public,

Tarm. Terms of the Officers shall be two {2) years commaensurating in
January of each odd number year. Terma may bo successive.

Roslgnation of Offlcers. Resignation of the Chalrperson must be in
writing and received by the County Judge. The Commissionars Court shall
appoint & new Chairperson to complete the cumant term. Resignation of
the Vice Chair, Secretary or Treasurer must be in writing and recelved by
the Chairperson. The Chaiperson shall select a replacement 1o complote



the term, upon favorable vois of two-thirds of the Board Mambers.

Article 8
Committeas

The Chairpsrson shall appoint all committes chaiipersons. The Chaimperson 55&1
appoint ad Aoc commiitees as needed.

Bogrd. The Executive Board shall be composed of the HCHC Officers -
a Chmrparson two V ce-Chairpersons, Sacrgtary and Treasurer. Executive Board
activities may include acting as liaison batwean the HCHC and the Texas Historical
Commiasion, as well as betwsen jocal citizens and other County commissions regarding

 spacial projacts and mastings.

8.03 Financa/Budost Committee. The Fmancelwmt Commitisa ie resmnsible for all
matters relating o e HCMC's fiscal rasponsibiiities and shall be chaired by the
Treasurer. The Commitine shall foliow all Hidaige County government procedures in
management of the budgst. The Finance/Budget Commitiee shall create a working
budgst for each vear‘s activities for submission to the Commissioners Count.

8.04 Reg & Marke izn. The Research ang Marker Commitige shall
conduct rassa.vch on ths h!smry of strucmtes, places and people ard shall nominate
appropriate structures istorical marking and shall be responsible for updating
landmarks listings for the Co and € "'bJ“-‘-

8.05 Praservaiion & Festoration Committes. Preservation & Festoration Committee
shail survey those historic structures in danger of destruction and make eflorts to
preserve and regtore such structures.

petio i ittae. The Colections & Archives Commiitge shali
efmurage anﬂ promota me mussmon and preservation of historic photographs,
artifacts and dosuments.

8.07 Publicity Committes. The Publicity Committee is rasponsibla for making sure that
HOHC activities are well publicized, so that citizens of the County are awam of the
Commission and ks responsibiiities In the fisid of preservation.

02 Byl ‘ tee. The Bylaws Committee shall recommend to the membership
any appmpn@m changss o the Bylaws.

Article 8
Financial Administration

2.01 Budget. The proposad budgst for tha ensuing year shall be prepared by the



County Commissionsers.

2.02 Aeceipt of Gifts. The HCHC shaill be authorizad to accept gifts of money and
other propery to further s historical prassrvation gomis and for any use In the
furtherancs of its lavdul purpose conamistent with the Texas Historical Commiasion and
Hidalgo County's stated policies. All gifts will be acknowiadged in a regular mating of

the Commissioners Court and moneiary gifts will be deposited into the general fund of
Hidalgo County.

Srilele ©
Pariiamemory Procadurs

%.01 Porilamentary Prossdure. Roberts Rules of Qrder. Newly Revised (latest edftion),
shall be the authoriiative reference for all proceduras not covered by thess Bylaws.

Articte 10
Amengments

10.01 Amendments. These Bylaws may be amended by two-thirds (2/3) vote of the
qualitied members present and voting at & regular Board Meating provided the
amendment has bean submittad in writing 0 tha full Board of Directors at least two
weaks bafors ths mesting at which the vote on the amendment is taken. The Bylaws
will then be présented to the Commigsioners Court lor final approval at thelr next
regularly scheduled meeting.

Adopted by the Board of Directors of the Hidalgo County Historical Commission on
Kide/Zoeto , 2008.

gggémd by the Hidalgo County Commissiongrs Court on } - ‘ q:'ow .




