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LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE
TITLE 8. ACQUISITION, SALE, OR LEASE OF PROPERTY
SUBTITLE B. COUNTY ACQUISITION, SALE, OR LEASE OF PROPERTY
CHAPTER 263. SALE OR LEASE OF PROPERTY BY COUNTIES
SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS FOR REAL PROPERTY

Sec. 263.001. SALE OR LEASE OF REAL PROPERTY. (a) The
commissioners court of a county, by an order entered in its
minutes, may appoint a commissioner to sell or lease real property
owned by the county. The sale or lease must be made at a public
auction held in accordance with this section unless this chapter
provides otherwise.

(b) The appointed commissioner must publish notice of the
auction before the 20th day before the date the auction is held.
The notice must be published in English in a newspaper in the
county in which the real property is located and in the county that
owns the real property if not the same county. The notice must be
published once a week for three consecutive weeks before the date
the auction 1is held.

(c) If the real property is sold, a deed that is made on
behalf of the county by the appointed commissioner in conformance
with the order entered under Subsection (a) and that is properly
acknowledged, proved, and recorded is sufficient to convey the

county's interest in the property.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 263.002. ABANDONED SEAWALL OR HIGHWAY PROPERTY. (a) If
abandoned seawall or highway right-of-way property is no longer
needed for such a purpose, the county may sell or lease the
property only according to the following priorities:

(1) to an abutting or adjoining landowner;
(2) to the person who originally granted the right-of-way

to the county or the grantor's heirs or assigns;
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Sec. 263.151. DEFINITIONS. In this subchapter:

(1) "Salvage property" means personal property, other
than items routinely discarded as waste, that because of use, time,
accident, or any other cause is so worn, damaged, or obsolete that
it has no value for the purpose for which it was originally
intended.

(2) "Surplus property" means personal property that:

(A) 1is not salvage property or items routinely
discarded as waste;

(B) is not currently needed by its owner;

(C) is not required for the owner's foreseeable
needs; and

(D) possesses some usefulness for the purpose for

which i1t was intended.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987. Amended
by Acts 1989, 71st Leg., ch. 1, Sec. 61(b), eff. Aug. 28, 1989.

Sec. 263.152. DISPOSITION. (a) The commissioners court of a
county may:

(1) periodically sell the county's surplus or salvage
property by competitive bid or auction, except that competitive
bidding or an auction 1is not necessary 1f the purchaser is another
county or a political subdivision within the county that is selling
the surplus or salvage property;

(2) offer the property as a trade-in for new property of
the same general type if the commissioners court considers that
action to be in the best interests of the county;

(3) order any of the property to be destroyed or
otherwise disposed of as worthless if the commissioners court
undertakes to sell that property under Subdivision (1) and is
unable to do so because no bids are made;

(4) dispose of the property by donating it to a civic or
charitable organization located in the county if the commissioners
court determines that:

(A) undertaking to sell the property under
Subdivision (1) would likely result in no bids or a bid price that

is less than the county's expenses required for the bid process;
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