
MEMORANDUM OF TINDERSTANDING

BETWEEN

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
SOUTH TEXAS REFIUGE COMPLEX

LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEYNATIONAL WILDL]I

AND

CONSTABLE PRECINCT 2
HIDALGO COLI${TY, TEXAS

l[" Purpose and Scope

This memorandum of understanding ("Mou") is rpade by and between
complex ("srRC") a management unit of the u.s.lFish and wildlife se
Department of the Interior, and constable precinctlz, alaw enforcqment
county, Texas. collectively the Hidalgo county Constable precinct 2 a
I{efuge Complex are referred to hereinafter as the 'fparties".

T'his Mou is intended to facilitate cooperation between the parties, to
principals and guidance and to define the parties' rfspective roles and
tha maintenance of infrastructure and utilities of a joint law enforcoment
thLe boundaries of the STRC.

Il[" Background

The south rexas Refuge cornplex has constructedjajoint law enfotr
house the Hidalgo Cor.mty Constable Precinct Z an{,Refr,rge Law Er
operations facility is located at the Marinoff Tract bf the Lower Rio
Wildlife Refuge, a refuge unit of the South Texas $efuge Cornplex (STR
adjacent to a camping erce used to facilitate lodging needs for refuge vol
Ivlarinoff Tract is open to the general public. l

The joint operations facility is to address law enforpement coveragp as it
enforcement issues at STRC. The joint operations facility will irnprove t1
efficiency of Refuge Law Enforcement and Hidalgp Cournty Const4ble P
while providing for improved visitor enjoyment and safe{, and
natural, and cultural resources.
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I[II. Authorities

l. Parfnerships for Fish and Wildlife purposes (1 U,S.C. 661et seq.) :
Coordination Act provides authoriff for the
and State agencies, as well as public and priv otgenrzauons, to
fish and wildlife and their habitats. Ttris broad
fo receive donations of lands and funils. as as to enter into
agreements for the benefit of fish and wildlife

2. Cooperation with States for Law Enforcement16 U.S.C. 7421):
Improvement Act of 1978 authorizes the Sec
national training programs for State fish and

to establish"

provides authority for the Secretary to enter la
State or other federal agencies.

law enforcement operations on STRC within the j
Constables Offi ce Prcainct 2.

fV. Common Findings and Affirmations of the rties

STRC recognizes that the Hidalgo County Precinct 2has a

dlife law enforcemren
enforcement

risdir:tional

Hidalgo County Constable Precinct 2 recognizesl SIIRC is obligated
the STRC boundaries in accordance with their purpose.

The parties recognize that the repair and mai ollthe facility is a
as it affects the parties' ability to utilize the facili to greatly enhance

ively.tJtreir legal and statutory responsibilities more

'I'he parties therefore enter into this MOU in a
together to enable eaclh parly to meet its long-termstatutory mission by i
appropriate level of coordination and exchange re
facility located atthe lvlarinoff Tract.

ing the repair and

\/. Responsibilities and Terms

The parties hereby agree to the following terms

a. The STRC will assume all responsibilities for
related structures of the law enforcement facili

b. The STRC will assume responsibility for
enforcement faciliw.

lines and computer

c. The STRC will assume responsibility for the
enforcement faciliw.
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d. The expense of repair to excessive damage to accident or negli
agency responsible for the damage at the law

CI. The STRC will assume responsibility for the
nefuse pickup atthe law enforcement facility,

f Each party will be responsible for keeping the
enforcement facilitv.

itorial service of tlhe

assigned office

g. Each party will be responsible for providing
infrastructure to include but not limited to

fx. The STRC will assume responsibility for the
fencing, gates, lighting and alarm system at
Tract.

provisions or regulations, nor is it a regulation
binding requirements on the parties, not does i

ItI[. Duration and Modification of the MOU

This MOU will take effect when signed by the hereto and shall
period of five years, unless terminated, in writing, eilher pafi after
agree that prior to tennination they will explore rcasonable
of the MOU. Either party may terminate this
nnodified at any tirne by written agreement of both
agtee to review and reissue a subsequent MOU in
VII. Interagency Communications

llo provide for consistent, recurring and effective
pafy shall immediately designate representatives serve as points of
relating to this MOU. Each party will advise the
telephone numbers of the representative desi within 10 davs ofthe
vrill noti$r the other paffy of any changes to the ignated representati

VIII. Miscellaneous lProvisions

a. The provisions of any statutes and/ar regulati cited inthis MOU
binding requiremer$s. The MOU itself,does

law enforcement faci

alter, expand, or subs
tself. Thus, this MOU
create a legal right of

any third party. This MOU is to be imp consistent with the
other legal authorities pursuant to which the ies rmdertake their
MOU will be construed as affectins ttle a
out its responsibilities under applicable or other legal autho

b. Unless expressly provided by law, personnel volunteers of one pa
considered to be agents or employees of the pairfy for any
or principal-agent relationship shall be to ex.ist. The personneand volunteers ofone

be bore by tl1e

areas and r
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pafiy arc not entitled to any of the benefits
volunteers.

c. This MOU shall not make or be deemed to
partner of any other party.

cl, On behalf of itself, its officers, directors,
each parfy agrees that it will be responsible fo
thereof and that it shall not be responsible for
results thereof. Each party therefore agrees the
its agents, employees, and volunteers for anv i
destruction of property resulting in any
operations and/or the operations of its agents,
Eachparly further releases and waives all clai
for any loss, cost, damage, expense, personal
out of the performLance of this MOU. includi
expense, personal injury, death, claim, or

performance or failure to perform a mandato
MOU, or any other cause of action arisins

f. This MOU is not a federal contract. rule" or
or interpreted to be final federal agency actio

g. If any provision of this MOU is held invalid-
thereby.

h, This MOU may be executed in counterparts,
to be an original and all of which when taken
MOU.

No member of or delegate to Congress shall
to any benefit thatmay arise from it.

negligence, provided, however, that any parry
party for damage to equipment.

e. If any action at law or in equity, including an;
enforce or interpret the provisions of this MO
fees and costs. Each parfy shall be solely re
be liable in monetary damages to any other

This MOU is subject to all federal statutes rel
are not limited to: (a) Title VI of the Civil Ri
of the Education Amendments of Ig72 eTU.

k. Nothing in this MOU may be construed to obl
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funds are available, Should the agencies mut
lnteragency MOU would be executed in accr

Tlhe MOU's sole intended function is to serve as
operation and maintenance of the law enforceme
lgr-ein stall be consrrued to alter, moOid-oi
or personal property,

Jho parties,will strive t0 both resolve conflicts at
fieid operational,level possible while applying th
resolved at theloryqst iield operatinruif*ri, if,u,
eommand.or authorigr within the parties' respooti

regulations,

n{ WITNESS W}EREOF, the parties hereto
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Robert D. Jess, pro.j
South Texas Refuge


