
 

 
 

Terracon Consul tants,  Inc.      1506 Mid-Ci t ies Dr ive     Pharr,  Texas 78577 
P  [956]  283 8254     F  [956]  283 8279     terracon.com 

 

January 15, 2014 
 
 
Leticia H. Saenz, CPPB 
Hidalgo County Purchasing Department 
2812 S. Business Highway 281 
Edinburg, Texas 78539 
 
Telephone #  956-318-2626 
Email   leticia.saenz@co.hidalgo.tx.us 
 
 
RE: Proposal 
 Construction Materials Testing Services 
 Mile 17½ (between Ware Road and West R.O.W. of HCID No. 1 Canal)  

Hidalgo County Precinct 4  
 N. Ware Road and Russell Road 
 McAllen, Texas 
 Proposal No P88130463 
 
Dear Ms. Saenz: 
 
Terracon Consultants, Inc. (Terracon) is pleased to submit this estimate for the construction 
materials testing services for the above referenced project. We are presenting this proposal to 
confirm our understanding of the services to be performed for this project, to obtain written 
authorization to provide these services, and to present the estimated fee to provide these 
services. We understand that we have been chosen to provide these services for this 
publicly funded project.  Therefore, by providing cost information we are not in violation 
of the Texas Professional Services Procurement Act. The following sections outline our 
understanding of the project and provide a description of the tasks to be performed. 
 
 
A. PROJECT INFORMATION 
 
We understand that Hidalgo County Precinct 4 is planning the construction of Mile 17 ½ from 
Ware Road to West R.O.W. of HCID No. 1 Canal. The Project will include drainage and paving 
improvements. Terracon’s involvement is anticipated to include field and laboratory quality 
control testing for the duration of the project. 



Construction Materials Quality Control Testing                                                                               
Mile 17½ (between Ware Road and West R.O.W. of HCID No. 1 Canal)  
Hidalgo County Precinct 4  
Terracon Proposal No. P88140011 
 

2 

B. SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
Terracon will perform materials testing in general accordance with the project specifications.  The 
time required for quality control testing during the construction phase on the project is directly 
related to the contractor’s scheduling and performance. Therefore, our fee for materials testing 
and observation services will be based upon applicable unit prices and hourly rates.  Our 
anticipated scope of services is as follows: 
 

 Field density/moisture testing and laboratory evaluation of soils; 

 Field testing and laboratory evaluation of asphalt concrete materials used during 

pavement construction. 

 
 
Experienced field/laboratory personnel will be provided for testing services.  All field/laboratory 
construction materials testing/inspection will be performed under the direction of a Registered 
Professional Engineer.  A detailed scope of services envisioned to complete the testing is as 
follows: 
 
Soils 
 
Observations/testing will be performed by, or under the direction of a Registered Professional 
Engineer.  The field services will be supported by appropriate laboratory evaluation of soils used 
as fill or backfill on the site.  The laboratory testing will include laboratory moisture-density 
relationship (Proctor), with sieve analysis and Atterberg limit determinations for classification 
and/or determination of import fill suitability.  Laboratory material evaluations will be conducted at 
a minimum for each type of soil encountered during fill placement.  The testing will be performed 
to check compliance with project specifications.  The project contractor and construction manager 
personnel on the site will be informed of our field observations and test results.  Written reports of 
test results will be prepared on a regular basis throughout the project duration and distributed per 
your directive. 
 
Asphalt  
 
Observations/testing will be performed by, or under the direction of a Certified Engineering 
Technician on an as requested basis during placement of asphalt at the project. The asphalt will 
be sampled and submitted to our laboratory for Mix Properties, asphalt content and aggregate 
grain size distribution to verify compliance with project specifications. Asphalt cores will confirm 
thickness and nuclear gauge density. 
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C. COMPENSATION 
 
We estimate the fee of our services to be $15,010.00.  A breakdown of the fee is outlined in the 
attached Table 1.  Please recognize that this is an estimate.  We will only invoice for the actual 
services and required laboratory tests.   
 
In the event that construction activities do not require the time we have estimated, the fee will be 
lower than our estimated fee.  If more services are required due to conditions such as scheduling, 
inclement weather, or retesting, this fee estimate may be exceeded.   
 
If it becomes apparent to Terracon that the requested services cannot be performed within the 
estimated fee and proposed testing and observation quantities, we will submit a written request for 
a change order.  Our estimated fee and any services due to change orders will be provided at the 
unit rates shown in Table 1. 
 
Please be aware that we will be unable to distribute field and laboratory reports until a signed 
contract is received. 
 
The applicable field rate will be invoiced for all hours worked, including travel time, report and 
sample preparation.  Technician time will be invoiced on a portal-to-portal basis from our office.  
Overtime rates on 1.5 times the regular hourly rate will be charged for time worked outside normal 
workday hours of 8:00 am to 5:00 pm and over eight (8) hours per day, Monday through Friday 
and for hours worked on Saturday.  Hours worked on Sunday or holiday will be invoiced at the 
rate of 2.0 times the regular hourly rates.  A minimum of three (3)-hour charge will be invoiced per 
visit to the project site, Project Management/Clerical services will be invoiced on hours worked, 
unless otherwise noted on the attached Table 1.  Hours will be rounded up to the next whole 
number. 
  
Scheduling – It is the responsibility of the contractor or your designated representative to notify 
Terracon, in advance (minimum of 24 hour notice), for testing services required on this project.  
Our services will be performed on an as requested basis.  Terracon will not be responsible for 
scheduling our services and will not be responsible for tests that are not performed due to failure 
to schedule our services on the project.  Scheduling for your convenience is handled by our 
Dispatcher (956) 283-8254. 
 
Approval – If this Scope of Services meets with your approval, work may be initiated by returning 
an original copy of the Agreement for Services to our Pharr office.  Project initiation may be 
expedited by emailing or faxing a copy of this signed Agreement for Services to (956) 283-8279.  
Unless requested otherwise, a hard copy of this proposal will not be mailed to you. 
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TABLE 1 

ESTIMATED FEE SUMMARY 
 
Our fee estimate is in accordance with the time and tests performed as shown below. 
 
SOILS 
 
Estimate 150 hours field testing and observation @ $43/hour ............................................... $ 6,450 
Estimate 3 standard proctors @ $200/test ............................................................................... $ 600  
Estimate 1 modified proctors @ $200/test ............................................................................... $ 200 
Estimate 4 Atterberg Limits @ $60/test ................................................................................... $ 240  
Estimate 4 sieve analysis (-200) @ $60/test ............................................................................ $ 240  
Estimate 1 Texas Triaxial Test (TEX 117-E) @ $1,250/test ................................................... $1,250 
Estimate 130 nuclear density tests (every 300 linear feet at every 6” lift) @ $12/test ............. $ 1,560  
Estimate 50 vehicle trips @ $20/trip ..................................................................................... $ 1,000    
Sub-Total (Soils) ............................................................................................................... $ 11,540   
 
ASPHALT 
 
Estimate 30 hours asphalt observation @ $43/hour .............................................................. $ 1,290  
Estimate 2 asphalt mix verification @ $250/test ....................................................................... $ 500 
Estimate 10 asphalt cores @ $40/core .................................................................................... $ 400  
Estimate 10 vehicle trips @ $20/trip ....................................................................................... $ 200  
Sub-Total (Asphalt) ............................................................................................................. $ 2,390 
 
Project Manager 12 hours @ $90/hour ............................................................................... $ 1,080 
 
City of McAllen Section (82%) ...................................................................................... $ 12,308.20 
County Section (18%) .................................................................................................... $ 2,701.80 
 
 
Total Cost ......................................................................................................................... $ 15,010 
 
 
 
 
 


