







August 12, 2014


The Honorable [insert Senators name]
Texas Senate
P. O. Box 12068
Austin, Texas 78711

RE: Sign the Senate Health Center Funding Cliff Letter

For almost 50 years, America’s Health Centers have proven a sound investment – expanding access to high-quality primary and preventive care, improving health outcomes, and serving as economic engines in their communities. Studies have consistently demonstrated Health Centers save the health system approximately $24 billion annually largely by keeping patients out of costlier health care settings. Health Centers continue to be a cost-effective investment in primary and preventive health care for our nation.

Health Centers are currently facing the expiration of a significant source of funding that supports their ongoing operations: the Health Center Fund, which is scheduled to end after FY2015. Under current law, this will result in a 70 percent reduction in Health Center grant funding in FY2016. Averting this funding cliff is critical to ensuring that Health Centers remain financially viable and able to serve the diverse needs of their communities, now and into the future. 

I am writing today on behalf of the Hidalgo County Commissioners’ Court to ask you to sign on to the letter to Senate leadership led by Senators Blunt, Stabenow, Boozman, and Carper in support of the Health Center Program and a bipartisan solution to avert the Health Center funding cliff. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Please contact Conor McGrath at Conor_McGrath@blunt.senate.gov with Senator Blunt or Alex Graf at Alex_Graf@stabenow.senate.gov with Senator Stabenow to sign on.  Thank you for your continued support of the vital role Health Centers play in preserving and expanding access to care in the communities they serve.   Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,


Ramon Garcia
County Judge




