


HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

SHERIFF J.E. "EDDIE" GUERRA

February 17, 2016

K9s4COPs

5858 Westhelmer, Sulte 700
Houston, TX 77057

Re: Acceptance of GrantK9s4COPs:

In accepting a Grant from K9s4COPs, we agree to recelve a police service dog from your grant
only for the purposes for which the grant was made and in accordance with Section 501(c)(3),
Section 4945 and other applicable provisions of the Internal Revenue Code. We also accept and

agree to the conditions of your K9s4COPs Grant Terms and Condition, a copy of which Is
attached to this letter.

We agree to provide you with progress. reports of information as often as requlred, elther by
K9s4COPs or under the applicable provislons of the Internal Revenue Code, with respect to any
grant made by K9s4COPs to this organization. K9s4COPs may have full and complete access to
our files and financlal records relating to the grant and/or our tax status. We also agree to
notify you of any changes In our tax status before or during the period the grant Is being used.

We understand. that grants made to us by K9s4COPs may be discontinued, modifled, or
withheld, If, in K9s4COPs sole judgment such action Is necessary to comply with the
requirements of the K9s4COPs Grant Terms and Conditlons and law.

An authorized officlal of thls organization signs thls acceptance of the Grant Terms and
Conditlons, Including but not limited to the Indemnification provislons. An authorized official Is
an official with my organlzation who has authdrity to legally bind the organization. We have

also completed the attached organization contact Information form to expedite the delivery of
the grant.

Very try

JE7"Eddie” Guerra, Sherlff
Hidalgo County Sheriff's Office

711 El Cibole Road * P.O. Box 1228 *+ Edinburg, Texas 78540
Offien; (QRAY 2RA-Q114
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HIDALGO COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE

SHERIFF J.E. "EDDIE” GUERRA

February 17, 2016

K9s4COPs _
5858 Westhelmer, Suite 700
Houston, TX 77057

I am writing this letter to support my organlzation's grant application to recelve a police service
dog(s} from the K9s4COPs foundation,

I certify that our organization’s grant application has been presented to me and that | am
satlsfied the statements contained thereln are true and correct,

Our organlzation can provide for the financlal expenses of a police service dog(s) and has the
equipment and experlence necessary for the support and malntenance of our granted dog(s).

I glve the proposed K9s4CoPs grant application for a pollice service dog(s) my fullest support. i
slgn this letter as an authorized officlal with the authority to represent my organizatlon and
accept liabllity for all representations made herein,

Please contact me at (956) 383-8114 If i can be of any further assistance.

Slncerely,

i&" Guerra, Sheriff
dalgo County, Texas
Hidalgo County Sheriffs Office

JEG/rs

711 El Cibolo Road * P.O. Box 1228 - Edinburg, Texas 78540

Nifna: (AR 109.011 4
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The Application Process

This application Is a request for a police service dog that s brought before our Executive Board for
consideration; This appilcation process does not guarantee a police service dog will be placed with your
organization. We take great care in our selection process to ensure the grant of a police service dog is
being placed with an agency that has the financial capablilty to care of the police service dog and has the
experience necessary to utilize this highly tralned asset to the greatest extent possible,

K9s4COPs will follow up with your organization by email or phone for additlonal Information and/or
documentation to bettér evaluate your request.

Please complete the appiication and attach any letters or additianal information you deem necessary to
support your request to the emali or address listed below.

Email: info@K9s54COPs.org

Mall: K9s4COPs Inc.,
5858 Westhelmer, Suite 700
Houston, TX 77057

Phone: 723-523-2677

Ail compieted applications will be submitted for consideration to the Executive Board. K9s are granted on
a quarterly basls. If your agency Is chosen as a grant reciplent, K3s4COPs wiil contact you and advise the
next step In the process. if your department Is not selected as a grant reciplent, your application wili
remaln on file for 18 months. After 18 months, we ask that you submit another application with up to
date information,

For more detaiis piease check out the Grant Criteria page.

PLEASE COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION;

Organization Name: Hidaigo County Sheriff's Office

Street Address; 711 East El Cibolo Road
Clty, State and Zip:  Edinburg,Texas 78539
County: Hidalo County

Primary Contact for Questions on this Application: Sr. Deputy Javier Solls

Daytime Phone; 956-222-9417 E-mall Address: Javier.Solls@hidaigoso.org
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Section 1 Law Enforcement Agency and Community

The following questlons help our organization understand the agency and community requesting a
POLICE SERVICE DOG (K-9).

1) Which law enforcement agency s requesting a POLICE SERVICE DOG (K9)?

Hidaigo County Sheriff's Office

2) What s the name of the city or. county making the request?
Hidaigo County Texas

3.)  Whatls the population of the city, and/ar county you will be patroliing?

815,996 (2013 census)

4)  Whatare the square mifes of the city and/or county you wil be patrolling?
Jotal square miies 1,583

5.) Is there a POLICE SERVICE DOG [K9) unit In your law enforcement agency?
Yes
A. If so, how iong has the unit been operational?
Our current canine unit has been active since 2005

6.) is this request. for a POLICE SERVICE DOG to launch a POLICE SERVICE DOG {K9} unit in your
agency?

No. The request for a police service dog is being made to fiii in a vacancy for a recently deceased
police dog.

A, If so, does anyone with the agency have any past exparience with K9 in law enforcement?
Qr where do you plan on recelving your initlal training?

Our agency does have a certified poilce canine trainer who is a nationai certifying official

for the Natlonal Narcotic Detector Dog.Assoclaticn. The initlal training for this dog wiil be
‘With the Harris County. Sheriff's Office Academy.

A What Is the slze of your law.enforcement agency?

300 deputies (Approx. 100 assigned to patroi}, 500 Detention Officers and about 100 clviltan staff.

8)  How many POLICE SERVICE DOG {K9) officers In your unlt?

Currently we have 7 duai purpose certified handlers and 1 single-purpose cartified handler.

9.} How many POLICE SERVICE DOG {K9) officers have dogs?

Currentiy only 7 of our 8 handlers have a police canine.

10.) What Is the time frame dictating the need of the POLICE SERVICE DOG?

We need to replace our failen canine as soon as possible.

REV JANUARY 2016 www,K9s4COPs.org Exhibit 1A - Page 2

R

T T R AT A



11.) Are there any neighboring agencles with POLICE SERVICE DOG (K9) units? if so what is the distance?

Several of the municipalities within our county do have canine units and most of the distance is
‘within a 20 mile range.

12.) If you have a K3 unit, how. much training time is ailotted per month to train?

Currantiy our canine unit is allotted a weekly 10 hour day to traln which ailows 40 hours a month
for training, They are aiso given one 40 hour week once a year for advanced training and problem solving.

13.) Will your department provide a letter of support to K9s4COPS, outiining what they will provide for
the K9 and the handier? For example food, housing for dog, vehicie equipment, training, or training time
for the handier. Please submit with application.

Yes. Currently our agency aiready provides the above mentioned for every canine team.,

14.} Has a POLICE SERVICE DOG [K9) ever died In your department for any other reason than in the line of
duty or health or age?

One police service dog did manage to escape from a home kennel and was subsequently killed by traffic.
As a result, an investigation was conducted which found no wrong doing by the handier and the incldent

was ciassified as an aceident. No other police dog has aver died from unnatural or |ob related causes.

15,) Has your department ralsed funds for your K9 Unit? if so, haw much?

No. Our poiice canlne program has a yearly budget of approximately $11,500 daiiars.

16.} Would your department be willing Lo participate or put on your own fundralser for K9s4COPs?

Yes

REV JANUARY 2016 www.K3s54COPs,org Exhibit 1A - Page 3



Sectlon 2 Type of POLICE SERVICE DOG {K-9) Being Requested

We do not train K9s or accept dogs as donatlons. We do require award recipients to use our kennel{s) of
choice when selecting thelr K9. Our kennei(s) of chaice-are abie to provide a broad selection of K9s for
our ciients. Tralning wili be through our kennei(s) of cholce or through an approved provider, which has
been vetted by members of our Advisory Board and approved by the Executive Board. We go through
iengthy measures to ensure that recipients are.satisfied with thelr K9 selections and they receive all
necessary documentation Including K3 heaith check-ups, required certifications and K9 passports.

All award reclplents are required to make arrangements to obtain thelr K9 and complete the required
training within 90 {ninety) days notification of award, otherwise the reciplent will forfeit their award.

Although most agencles request dogs titled Singie or Dual purpose dogs, to avold confusion we have
iisted the different disciplines of training recelved through certification of credibie vendors. Piease keep
In mind that this process is about selecting the right dog for the right job. One dog cannot do everything
so please conslder the basic needs of your community when selecting the training of your dog.

Deflnitlons:
A Singie purpose dog Istrained in one.of the following disciplines;

Green Dog {untrained)

Imprinted with Scents

Patrol - trained In handier protection

Human odoar, which Is the abliity.to search missing people or suspects
Narcotics Detection

Expiosives and Bomb Detection

Cadaver

Search and Rescue

Arson — Acceierant detection

I

A Dual purpose dog Is trained in more than one discipiine and they.are the following:

1. Patrol and Narcotics
2, Patrol and Explosives

Piease Make Selection of Specific Needs for Your Community

1. What distipline type of SINGLE purppse dog are you requesting? Please choose one;

a. Patrol - may be trained In handler protection,.or in human odor, which Is the ability
to search for people, missing, or suspects.

b. Narcotics Detection

C. Expiosives and Bomb Detection
d, Cadaver

e. Arson — Accelerant detection

f. Other {please explain)
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What discipline type of BUAL purpose dog are you requesting? Please choose one,
a, Patrol-and Narcoties-

b, Patrol and Explosives

C Other {piease expiain)

Is your organi2ation requesting assistance with the purchase of a green dog and your
certifled in-house trainer wiil do the tralning? 1fso, and there is a trafner with your agency.
Piease list experience and qualifications.

No. Our hand!er will be attending the Harris County Sheriff's Office Academy

4.

Gl

Arse you requesting more than one (1) dog? If 5o, piease list the discipiines each dog must
have. NO

Does your organization have a preference for a particular breed? Expiain the reason for
the particular breed,

We prefer Belgian mailnois, dutch shepherds, or german shepherds dye to thelr aghiity and

drive for the type of work yequired. Qur terraln requires an agile dog with speed, and

endurance due to the unigue weather associated with South Texas.

Do you have a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) or mandatory certification that the dog
must have?

a, if yes, please specify:
b. If no, K9s4COPs recommends NNDDA (http://www.nndda.org/) certification. is that
acceptable?

Our canine program adheres to the standards set forth by the MN.N.D.D,A.

Do you have a medlcal and weifare system set up for patrol dogs?

Yes. Our current contracted vet service is Four Paws Animai Hospital in Edinburg, Tekas
under Dr. Justin Cereil, D.V.M.

Does your organization provide for the financlal expenses of patrol dog maintenance? If so,
please expiain,

Yes. Our canine program has a yearly budget of about $11,500 dollars. Everything required
ta keep the health and maintenance of our police dogs Is provided to the handiers at the

expense of the agency and county. This_inciudes food, vet services, medications,
equlpment, training, and other assoclated expenses.
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9. Do you have equipment hecessary for malntenance of the dog [i.e. leashes, collars,
harnesses, crate, a bulft in cage for the car, heat alarm, etc.)?

Yes. Poifce Dog equipment is purchased and repiaced yearly and as needed due to wear
and tear. Every vehicle has a professional canine insert Installed and currently 3 vehicles
have heat manltoring systems.

Section 3 Handiers and Trainers

Because we take great care in‘piacing our POLICE SERVICE DOGS (K9) with quaiified organizations, we
want to ensure they will be cared for by experience certified handlers. Please tell us about your POLICE
SERVICE DOG {K9) handier's certifications and POLICE SERVICE DOG (K9) experience.

1)

2)

3.)

4.)

5)

6.)

How many years of law enforcemant service does the handier possess?
15 years

How many years of POLICE SERV|CE DOG (K9) Unit service?

7 years

What tralning or certifications does the handler hold?

Narcotic Detector Dog Handler Cousse, Patrol Service Dog Handier Course, Tracking_Handler,
S.W.A.T. Operator, Crisis intervention, Tactical Patrol, TACDOG Course.

What type of POLICE SERVICE DOG {KS) handler program re-certifications do you attend?

All our handlers attend a yearly 40 hour TCOLE approved In-house course along with a vearl

recertification course through the National Narcatic Detector Dog Association.

What experience does the handier have working a dog on the street?

The selected handler has worked on patrol for the iast 7 vears asslsting'in varlous aspects of police

canine work to inciude tracking and apprehension of criminals, agsisting our narcotic unit with

detection of drugs, highway erminal interdiction, and asslsting various federal pollce agencles such
as DEA, FBi, and U.S. Marshal Service.

What type of dog has the handier worked with Isingle, dual, cadaver, etc.)?

The handigr had been working with his canine partner who was a dual trained police dog certified

in patrol, narcotic detection, tracking, and evidence recovery for the past 7 years,
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There is also the need for maintenance or sustainment training. Please expiain how your
organization-wili provide for this continued tralning?

Our agency has a certifled police canine traltier who Is responsibie for the weekly training of alt

poilce canine teams within the agency. A ten hour day is designated weekly for every canine team
to_attend aiiowing aii teams to have 40 hours a month designated specifically for canine training,

The canine trainer Is responsibie to engire that all teams are in compliance with the standards set

forth in our policy and procedure canine manual. All training is under the direction of the Hidalgo
County Sheriff's Offlce Tralning Academy who Is an accredited facility recognized under the Texas

Commisslon of Law Enforcement. {TCOLE}

If there Is more than one handler, please use the foliowing space to explaip.

There wili oniy be one handler designated to handie. the police dog.

Secticn 4 About Your Organization

Please pravide any additlonal detaiis you believe would assist K9s4COPs In understanding your agency’s
need for patrol dogs.

Our county Is iocated directly on the border between the United States and Mexico. Cur couiity
houses one of the most utillzed drug corridors whiich Mexican cartels are constantly flghting to controi,
Over the past several years our county has been witness to the violence and bloadshed which Is a direct
result of the cartel wars in Mexico, Several of our communities sit directly on the Rio Grande River
between the Mexlcan and U.S. border. Our agency has been at the forefront of on ongoing battle to help
protect and secure our borders. Our palice canine units have been Instrumental In helping fight this
ongoing war on crime. Our canine unlt assists several municipalities who do not have police ¢anines, We
aiso assist federal police agencies such as the D.E.A., F,B.l., and Homeland Security.
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K9s4COPs Grant Agreement
Contact Information Form

Please complete this form and turn In with your slgned Grant Agreement.

1. Authorizing Official - indlvidual wlith the organization that has authority to legally bind the
organization.

Name; Ramon Garcfa, County Judge

Street Address: 100 E. Cano St. 2nd Floor

City: State: Edinburg, Texas Zip: 78539

Daytime Phone; 956-318-2600

Cell Phone; 956-318-2600

E-mail Address: countyjudge@co.hldalgo.tx.us

2. Highest of Level of Command (if not Authorlzing Official) — Individual who Is commander of
the law enforcement agency.

Name: J.E, “Eddie” Guerra, Sheriff

Street Address: 711E. El Cibolo Road

Clty: State: EdInburg, Texas Zlp: 78542

Daytime Phone; 956-383-8114

Cell Phone: 956-383-8114

E-mail Address: Sheriff.guerra@hidalgoso.org

3. Public Relations Officer — individual who will be executlng any media requests.
Name: JP Rodriguez, Sergeant

Street Address: 711 E. El Cfbolo Road

Clty: State; Edinburg, Texas Zip: 78542

Daytime Phone: 956-289-0452

Cell Phone: 956-289-0452

E-mall Address: josepl.rodriguez@hldalgoso.org

4. Point of Future Contact — individual who wiii be completing semi-annuai reports.
Name: Frank Guerrero, Lieutenant

Street Address: 711 E. El Cfbolo Road

City: State: Edinburg, Texas Zip: 78542

Daytime Phone: 956-383-8114.

Cell Phone: 956-793-4807

E-mail Address: frank.guerrero@hldalgoso.org
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K9s4COPs Grant Agreement Terms and Conditions

The grants made by K9s4COPs may be discontinued, modified, or withheld, if, in the sole
discretion of K9s4COPs such action is hecessary to comply with the requirements of the
K9s4COPs Grant Terms and Conditions, necessary to comply with federal, state, or local laws, or
itis in the best interest of the police service dog.

This grant and notice of approval are also subject to your performance of the following terms
and conditions:

1. Arrangements to select and pick up K9 from a K9s4COPs approved vendor must be made by
the foiiowing K9s4COPs Roli Cail or the department forfeits the grant.

2. Report will be submitted to K9s4COPs annually, stating the current health of the police
service dogs granted including veterinary records.

3. Report wili be submitted to K9s4COPs semi-annuaily, stating what is being accomplished in
the community/school district by the police service dog granted.

4. Report wiii be submitted to K9s4COPs with the current name of handler and if there is ever a
change in the handier.

3. Your organization consents that representatives of K9s4COPs may have access to your files
and records for the purpose of auditing health verifications, safe vehicle transport and
investigations as it deems necessary with reference to the police service dogs granted.

6. K9s4COPs may, at its expense, monitor and conduct an evaluation of operations, safe

transport retrofitted with a proactive environmental and temperature management and alarm
system.

7. Your organization shall immediately give written notlce to K9s4COPs if your organization
ceases to be exempt from Federal income taxes under the provisions of Section 502 {c}{3) of
the internal Revenue Code, or if the purpose and mission of your organization substantially
changes.

8. By making this grant, K9s4COPs assumes no financial or legal obiigation to provide future or
continuing support to your organization.



9. Your organization agrees to assume all liability for all acts of the service dog, as permitted by
state law. Further, your organization hereby releases and agrees to release, defend, indemnify,
and hold K9s4Cops, inc. and its employees, officers, directors, agents, representatives and
volunteers {“Indemnified Parties”) harmless from and against all ciaims, demands, causes of
action, suits, damages, liabilities, losses, and expenses including court costs and reasonable
attorney’s fees, and all loss, damage, personal injury, or death resuiting to K9s4Cops, inc., its
empioyees, officers, directors, agents, representatives and volunteers, and any third parties,
arising out of or in connectlon with the activities to be undertaken by the service dog for the
benefit of your organization. THIS INDEMNITY, RELEASE, AND HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT
APPLIES REGARDLESS OF WHETHER THE CLAIM, DEMAND, LOSS, INJURY OR LIABILITY iS
CAUSED, iN WHOLE OR iN PART BY AN iINDEMNIFIED PARTY, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION
CLAIMS ARISING OUT OF OR RESULTING, IN WHOLE OR iN PART, FROM THE INDEMNIFIED
PARTY’S SOLE, JOINT, COMPARATIVE OR CONCURRENT NEGLIGENCE, STRICT LIABILITY, OR
FAULT, BUT NOT GROSS NEGLIGENCE OR WILLFUL MiSCONDUCT. THE PARTIES ACKNOWLEDGE
THAT THIS STATEMENT COMPLIES WITH THE EXPRESS NEGLIGENCE RULE AND IS
CONSPICUOUS,

10. in the event that K9s4COPs wishes to issue a news release concerning the grant, a copy of
the proposed release will be submitted to your organization prior to the reiease.

11. Palice service dogs granted shall be returned to K9s4COPs under the foliowing
circumstances:

a. in the event that your organization loses its tax-exempt status under Federal tax laws or
substantially changes Its purpose and mission.

b. If your organization fails to comply with any portion of the conditions here within agreed
upon, police service dogs granted shall be returned to K9s4COPs.

The faregoing terms and conditions are intended to help us satisfy the requirements of the Tax
Reform and Relief Act of 1969. Revision of these terms may be necessitated from time to time
to meet the requirements of the Internal Revenue Code, regulatlons or tax ruiings, or other
requirements of law.

February 23, 2016

Ramon Garcia, County Judge
County of Hidaigo
Hidalgo County, Texas
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