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To Whom It May Concern:
Section 204.6(i) of Title 8, Code of Federal Regulations (“CFR”) governing alien entrepreneur immigrant visa petitions under the USCIS administered EB-5 visa program authorizes the state government of any state of the United States to designate a particular geographic or political subdivision located within a metropolitan statistical area (“MSA”) or within a city or town having a population of 20,000 or more within such state as a high unemployment area or Targeted Employment (“TEA”) under the EB-5 program if the area experienced an unemployment rate of at least 150 percent of the national average.
The authority to designate and certify  high unemployment areas in the State of Texas under 8 CFR §204.6 paragraphs (i) and (j)(6)(ii) was assigned to the local Mayors or County Judges within their jurisdictions by Governor Rick Perry in an October 24, 2011 letter to the USCIS. 
The national average unemployment rate for calendar year 2014, as calculated by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, was 6.2% requiring an unemployment rate of 9.3% or greater for Targeted Employment Area eligibility.
A request for a Targeted Employment Area certification, certifying that address 419 E Trenton Rd, Edinburg, TX 78539 in Hidalgo County, Texas resides in a high unemployment area was received with respect to a potential new project business or project.  2014 unemployment data shows a 9.4% unemployment rate for a two census tract area that contains the project location where the new enterprise is principally doing business.
This unemployment rate was calculated based on the Census Share Methodology prescribed by the U.S. Department of Labor for all states in designating high unemployment areas under the Immigration Act of 1990. Data from the 2014 American Community Survey and 2014 annual Local Area Unemployment Statistics indicate that the unemployment rate of the designated area consisting of the listed census tracts was over 150 percent of the national unemployment rate for calendar year 2014.

Therefore, in accordance with the cited federal regulations, the city of Hidalgo Texas hereby certifies Hidalgo County census tracts 238.01 and 217.02, when combined, as exceeding the required high unemployment rate (of 9.3%) to be designated a Targeted Employment Area, for the purposes of EB-5 Foreign Investor visa applications.

Sincerely,



The Honorable Ramon Garcia
County Judge, Hidalgo County, TX




