THE STATE OF TEXAS

wn W W

COUNTY OF HIDALGO

CONTRACT FOR SERVICES
C-19-055-02-12

THIS AGREEMENT is made as of the 12™ day of February 2019 by and between
HIDALGO COUNTY, TEXAS, a political subdivision of the State of Texas (the "County")
and DONNA GOREE (the "Court Reporter").

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, County desires to contract with a person to provide the services
necessary to act as a certified court reporter “on an as needed basis” for the Hidalgo
County Courts hereafter referred to as State District Courts, County Courts at Law,
Auxiliary Courts, Master Courts, and/or Visiting Judges more specifically set forth
hereinafter; and

WHEREAS, Court Reporter has agreed to provide the services enumerated
hereinafter for the Courts of Hidalgo County.

NOW, THEREFORE, for the mutual consideration expressed hereinafter, County
and Court Reporter agree as follows:

1. Court Reporter agrees to provide to the Courts of Hidalgo County the
services of an official court reporter for the requesting courts on an as needed basis.
This Court Reporter's duties and responsibilities will be acting in the place of a
certified/official court reporter as per Chapter 52 of the Government Code and at the

direction of the requesting judge.
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2. Payment Terms. As consideration for the above and foregoing, County
agrees to pay Court Reporter at the rate of $250.00 for a half day of service up to four (4)
hours and a maximum rate of $500.00 for up to (8) hours per day. Any additional hours
spent in court exceeding the eight hour requirement shall be paid at a rate of $50.00 per
hour not to exceed a total of $750.00 in any one day. Mileage at IRS rates will be
reimbursed for out of County travel as required by the respective Court on an as needed
basis. Mileage reimbursement shall not exceed $1,200.00 annually. Payment shall be
made in accordance with the Texas Prompt Payment Act upon presentment of proper
invoice approved by the respective Courts.

3. The term of this Contract is for one (1) year and will be effective upon
approval of award and end on February 11, 2020.

4. Termination. The County may terminate this Contract with no notice to
Contractor at any time for any reason or no reason at all. Court Reporter agrees to give
County thirty (30) days’ notice of her/his intent to terminate the Contract.

5. As a condition of this Contract, Court Reporter represents and warrants to County
that he/she is the only and sole person personally providing the service and he/she shall
hold and maintain throughout the term of this Contract all certifications, and licenses
required, or which may be required by any authority during the term hereof to provide the
Services. Court Reporter’s qualifications and certification shall be attached hereto as
Exhibit “A” and is incorporated herein for all purposes.

6. Independent Contractor. Court Reporter must comply with all applicable laws and

regulations of the State of Texas and Hidalgo County. Notwithstanding the foregoing
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sentence, Court Reporter, at all times will act as an Independent Contractor providing the
services and will not act or hold himself/herself out to third parties as an employee or
agent of County in the provision of the services under this Agreement. The County shall
not control how the services or the details of the services are provided and/or achieved
to the extent Court Reporter takes direction from the presiding judge. Court Reporter
represents and maintains that he/she is an independent Contractor and is not an
employee of County, or any agency thereof, and represents and warrants that he does
not desire or request any fringe benefits provided to employees of County, and/or any
agency of County. County will not withhold income tax or Social Security tax on behalf of
the Court Reporter or any partners, employees, subcontractors, or agents. In addition,
none of the foregoing will have any claim under this Agreement or otherwise against the
County for vacation pay, sick leave, unemployment insurance, worker's compensation,
retirement benefits, disability benefits, or employee benefits of any kind. The Court
Reporter will have exclusive responsibility for the payment of all such taxes and
arrangement for insurance coverage and will discharge such responsibility fully.

7. Court Reporter agrees to provide insurance covering his/her activities in providing
the service for County. Insurance information shall be attached as Exhibit “B” and is
incorporated herein for all purposes.

8. Non-Assignment. Except as otherwise herein provided, Court Reporter may not
assign the obligations or rights under this contract to any person without the prior written
consent of County.

9. Notice. Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Contract, all
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notices, demands, requests or communications required or permitted hereunder shall be
in writing and shall either be (i) personally delivered against a written receipt, or (ii) sent
by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid and addressed
to the parties at the addresses set forth below, or at such other addresses as may have
been theretofore specified by written notice delivered in accordance herewith:
If to County: The County of Hidalgo
Attention: Richard F. Cortez
100 E. Cano St., 2" Floor
Edinburg, Texas 78539
If to Court Reporter: Donna Goree
102 Wonder World Dr., No. 304229
San Marcos, Texas 78666

Each notice, demand, request or communication which shall be delivered or mailed in the

manner described above shall be deemed sufficiently given for all purposes at such time

as it is personally delivered to the addressee or, if mailed, at such time as it is deposited
in the Unites States mail.

10. Conflict with Applicable Law. Nothing in this Contract shall be construed so as
to require the commission of any contrary to law, and whenever this is any conflict
between any provision of this Contract and any present or future law, ordinance or
administrative, executive or judicial regulation, order or decree, or amendment hereof,
contrary to which the parties have no legal right to contract, the latter shall prevail, but
in such event the affected provision or provisions of this Contract shall be modified only

to the extend necessary to bring them within the legal requirements and only during

the time such conflict exists.
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11. No Waiver. No waiver by County of any breach of any provision of this Contract
shall be deemed to be a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of the same or
any other provision hereof.

12. Entire Agreement. This Contract contains the entire Agreement between the
parties hereto, and each party acknowledges that neither has made (either directly or
through any agent or representative) any representations or agreements in connection
with this Contract not specifically set forth herein. This Contract may be modified or
amended only by agreement in writing executed by County and Consultant and not
otherwise.

13. Texas Law to Apply. This Contract shall be construed under and in accordance
with the laws of the State of Texas, and all obligations of the parties created hereunder
are performable in Hidalgo County, Texas. The parties hereby consent to personal
jurisdiction in Hidalgo County, Texas.

14. Ethical Provision. It is understood that the employee of County or individuals
acting as agents for County are not authorized to receive any type of personal payment,
reimbursement, compensation, commission, gift or gratuity for services provided under
this Contract. Consultant warrants that no employee or agent of the County has been
retained to solicit or secure this Contract and that Consultant has not paid or agreed to
pay and employee of County any fee, commission, percentage brokerage fee, gift or any
other consideration contingent upon the making of this Contract, or as an inducement
for entering into this Contract. The unauthorized offering or receipt of such payments

may result in the immediate termination of this Contract.
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15. Commitment of Current Revenues Only. In the event that, during any
term hereof, the Commissioners Court does not appropriate sufficient funds to meet the
obligations of the County under this Agreement, County may terminate this Agreement
upon ninety (90) days written notice to Consultant. County agrees however, to use
reasonable efforts to secure funds necessary for the continued performance of this
Agreement. The parties intend this provision to be a continuing right to terminate this
Agreement at the expiration of each budget period of County.

16. Immunities. Nothing in this Contract is intended to and County does not
hereby waive, release or relinquish any right to assert any of the defenses County enjoys
by virtue of the state or federal constitution, laws, rules or regulations, and any sovereign,
official or qualified immunity available to County as to any claim or action of any person,
entity, or individual against County.

17. CONTRACTOR SHALL INDEMNIFY AND HOLD HARMLESS COUNTY, ITS ELECTED
OFFICIALS, EMPLOYEES AND AGENTS FROM ANY AND ALL CLAIMS, DAMAGES, LOSSES, AND
EXPENSES INCLUDING ATTORNEY'S FEES FOR THE DEFENSE OF ANY ACTION AGAINST COUNTY
ARISING OUT OF, RESULTING FROM, OR CONNECTED WITH THE PROVISION OF THE SERVICE BY
CONTRACTOR UNDER THIS CONTRACT. SAID INDEMNITY SHALL COVER ANY ACT OR FAILURE TO
ACT BY THE CONTRACTOR, ITS AGENTS OR EMPLOYEES.

18. In case any one or more of the provisions contained in this Agreement shall
for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal or unenforceable in any respect, such invalidity,
illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect any other provision thereof and this

Agreement shall be construed as if such invalid, illegal, or unenforceable provision had
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never been contained herein.

19. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of and be
enforceable by the parties hereto and their respective heirs, executors, administrators,
legal representatives, successors, and assigns where permitted by this Agreement.

20.  This Agreement shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the
laws of the State of Texas and shall be performable in Hidalgo County.

21. Nondiscrimination. Contractor, assignees and successors in interest,
ensures that no person shall on the grounds of race, religion, color, national origin, sex,
age, disability, or any other protected class under law, be excluded from participation in,
be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination or retaliation in any
federally or non-federally funded program or activity when providing any services

described herein under this contract/agreement.
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EXECUTED and effective as of the day and year first written above.

Approved by the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court on this the ___ day of , 2019.

ATTEST:

Arturo Guajardo, Jr., County Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
Office of Criminal District Attorney
Ricardo Rodriguez, Jr.

By:

Josephine Ramirez
Assistant District Attorney

Date:
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HIDALGO COUNTY JUDGE

By:

Honorable Richard F. Cortez

Date:

COURT REPORTER:

By:

Donna Goree

Date:




EXHIBIT “A”

COURT REPORTER RESUME
AND CERTIFICATION
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DONNA A. GOREE, CSR, RPR, CRR
65 Calle Fortaleza, Apt. 1, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00901 / 979-533-0422 donna.goree.csr3909@gmail.com

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER

SUMMARY OF QUALIFICATIONS

Highly experienced in realtime transcription.
Attained RPR

Attained CRR

Attained Texas CSR

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER Current
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, DISTRICT OF PUERTO RICO San Juan, Puerto Rico
e Provide realtime to Court and Counsel as required
e Always have reporter realtime running
e Archive all notes and audio
e Read back testimony as requested
e Transcribe proceedings in accordance with federal format and appellate timelines

FREELANCE COURT REPORTER November 2016 - Present
U.S. LEGAL SUPPORT San Antonio, Texas

Take depositions via stenographic shorthand machine
Daily travel to location

Out-of-town, overnight travel several times per month
Transcribe and upload transcripts, job sheets, and exhibits
Direct and oversee scopist and proofreader

Provide daily copy, rough draft, and expedited transcription

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER August 2015 — November 2016
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, EDLA New Orleans, Louisiana

Provide realtime to Court and Counsel as required

Always have reporter realtime running
Archive all notes and audio

Transcribe proceedings in accordance with state and federal formats and appellate timelines
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FREELANCE COURT REPORTER June 1988 - 2015
GOREE REPORTING SERVICES

Court Substitution covering Fort Bend, Harris, Wharton, Matagorda Counties

Provided realtime civil depositions, as well as per diem official reporter services for courts spanning a
four-county area, including Houston, Texas

Took notes via stenograph machine

Maintained records for statutory period of time

Provided transcripts of proceedings upon request of judges, lawyers, or the public
Transcribed recorded proceedings in accordance with established formats and timelines
Filed transcripts of record with the Clerk of Court's office and Appellate Court
Responded to requests during court sessions to read portions of proceedings

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER October 1997 — April 2001
329TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT Wharton County, Texas

e Reported all civil and criminal trials utilizing realtime computer-aided transcription software
e Transcribed hearings and appeals per request

OFFICIAL COURT REPORTER February 2005 - November 2005
GRANT COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT, BRANCH 11 Lancaster, Wisconsin

e Reported all court matters, from initial appearances and scheduling conferences to trial
e Provided all trials in realtime feed to the Court

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE - BIOLOGY MAJOR/ PSYCHOLOGY MINOR
UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN — PLATTEVILLE University Plaza, Platteville, Wisconsin

CERTIFICATE - NATIONAL STUDENT EXCHANGE

San M T
TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY an Viateos, 1exas

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE - COURT REPORTING

ALVIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE Alvin, Texas

HONORS & AWARDS

e Hawaii Certified Shorthand Reporter (Former) (CSR #515) 2015
e Certified Realtime Reporter (CRR) 1999
e Registered Professional Reporter (RPR) 1999
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Texas Certified Shorthand Reporter (CSR #3909) 1988
Dean's List 2011, 2012
Study Abroad - Costa Rica 2010

TOOLS & TECHNOLOGY

Utilization of Stenograph's Luminex writer

Utilization of Eclipse software for computer-aided transcription

Utilization of Bridge Mobile for realtime transcription provided to the Bench and Counsel

I provide router and laptops for attorney realtime

Stenograph's Luminex writer, with tallboy tripod for bench conferences

Two bud mikes for enhanced audio backup in writer and enhanced audio backup in personal laptop
running realtime.

Proficient in Word, Excel, and PowerPoint and Adobe

AFFILIATIONS

National Court Reporters Association
National Notary Association
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https://email.co.hidalgo.tx.us/h/printmessage?id=15495&tz=America/Ch...

Zimbra

Zimbra yolanda.velasquez@co.hidalgo.tx.us

Affidavit

Mon, Feb 11, 2019 01:49 PM

From : Donna Goree, CSR, RPR, CRR
<donna.goree.csr3909@gmail.com> 21 attachment

Subject : Affidavit

To : yolanda velasquez
<yolanda.velasquez@co.hidalgo.tx.us>
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I had to snap photos. Hope this

works.

Kind regards,
Donna A. Goree, CSR, RPR, CRR

Sent from my iPhone

2/11/2019, 3:32 PM
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EXHIBIT "B”

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS
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Zimbra https://email.co.hidalgo.tx.us/h/printmessage?id=15496&tz=America/Ch...

Zimbra yolanda.velasquez@co.hidalgo.tx.us

Ins card

From : Donna Goree, CSR, RPR, CRR Mon, Feb 11, 2019 01:56 PM
<donna.goree.csr3909@gmail.com> 1 attachment

Subject : Ins card

To : yolanda velasquez
<yolanda.velasquez@co.hidalgo.tx.us>

Kind regards,
Donna A. Goree, CSR, RPR, CRR
Sent from my iPhone
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