
DATE: April 25, 2019
DEPARTMENT HEAD: J. E. "Eddie" Guerra
DEPARTMENT NAME: Jail Commissary
ACCOUNT NUMBER: 9-2102-423-21-280-015-0-XXX

SUBJECT: 
111, Subchapter C

AMOUNT
75,919.65             
1,485.26

533,014.04

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS 77,404.91

REASON: To appropriate funding for the purchase of heated meal delivery carts for the
Hidalgo County Adult Detention Center

 

APPROVED COMMISSIONERS' COURT ATTEST COUNTY CLERK

          /          /          
DEPARTMENT HEAD SIGNATURE DATE

9-2102-391-03-000-426-0-000 Transfer In - Jail Commissary Trust Fund

9-2102-423-21-280-015-0-751 Jail Commissary--Machinery and equipment
9-2102-423-21-280-015-0-660 Jail Commissary--Furnishings and equipment

NUMBER(S) NAME

Budget Amendments (Increases) in Accordance with Local Government Code, Chapter

Honorable Commissioners' Court of Hidalgo County:

I would like to request the following Amendments (increases) to my budget in accordance with Local Government Code, 
Chapter 111, Subchapter C

INCREASE ACCOUNT ACCOUNT OBJECT



CORRECTIONAL MEAL DELIVERY SYSTEMS
PO Box 149
West Lafayette, OH 43845

GS-07F-049GANET 30
2

STANDARD
1

FREE FREIGHTBESTBURNS

GSA #PAYMENT TERMSLEAD TIMESHIPPING TERMS
SHIPPING
 METHODSALESPERSON

HIDALGO COUNTY
711 EL CIBOLO RD
EDINBURG, TX 78541To:

EXTENDED
 PRICE

QTYPRICE
CASE
PACK

DESCRIPTION
Open

Market
ITEM #

6/23/2019Expiration Date:

3/25/2019DATE:

QTE-0003551QUOTE #

upgraded 8" orange premium casters included

$42,928.105.00$8585.62EAJZH-168 HEATED/HEATED CART W/ RH (1500 W)820202

upgraded 6" orange premium casters included

$32,991.555.00$6598.31EAJZH-6UBT-RH MEAL DEL CART W/RH (1500 W)820111

FREE TRAYS

$0.00108.00$0.00CS-12SMART TRAY, FLEX BLEND STACKING, BRICK, 12/CS484623

FREE LIDS

$0.009.00$0.00CS-12SMART LID, FLEX BLEND BRICK, 12/CS484624

1 FREE HEATER for every 8 CARTS

$0.001.00$0.00EAHU-1500 M PADLOCK LATCH RMVBL HTR UNIT820121

$1,485.261.00$1485.26EAUMK-HEAT BOX UPTIME  KIT FOR 1500 W RH (6 UBT)487100

$77,404.91Total

$0.00TaxTax Rate

$77,404.91Subtotal

Standard lead times: Dinnerware 2-4 weeks; Carts & Racks 4-6 weeks; Electric Equipment 8-10 weeks2

Within CONUS; one delivery; lift gate service fees may apply1



GS-07F-049GANET 30
2

STANDARD
1

FREE FREIGHTBESTBURNS

GSA #PAYMENT TERMSLEAD TIMESHIPPING TERMS
SHIPPING
 METHODSALESPERSON

HIDALGO COUNTY
711 EL CIBOLO RD
EDINBURG, TX 78541To:

EXTENDED
 PRICE

QTYPRICE
CASE
PACK

DESCRIPTION
Open

Market
ITEM #

6/23/2019Expiration Date:

3/25/2019DATE:

QTE-0003551QUOTE #

Tracey ZachrichQuotation Prepared by:

To place your order from this quote, please reference Quote # on Purchase Order.

You can e-mail your Purchase Order To: jzsales@joneszylon.com

Note:  This quote does not guarantee an order will be accepted; customer account must be set up prior to order acceptance.

P.O. Box 149  West Lafayette, OH 43845 | P: 800.848.8160 | F: 877.632.6344 |Women-Owned Small Business
Page 2 | 2

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!
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Pedro Luis Ramirez

From: Josephine Ramirez <josephine.ramirez@da.co.hidalgo.tx.us>
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2019 11:21 AM
To: Pedro Luis Ramirez
Cc: Chief Roy Quintanilha; Steve Herrera; Belinda Madrigal; Joe Vasquez; David Friedlein; LT 

Esteban Caro 1375; Emilia Uriegas; Sabrina Rodriguez
Subject: Re: Use of Commissary Funds

Mr. Ramirez, 
 

Thank you for your inquiry.  As our office has previously advised, so long as the purchase of the heated carts proposed to be
made for the jail will provide for the well-being, health and safety of the inmates at the facility as required by law, it is a
permissive purchase under 351.0415 of the Texas Local Government Code.  The Local Government Code dictates that the 
sheriff or the sheriff’s designee may use commissary proceeds for a limited number of purposes, one of which is: 

  

“[to] fund physical plant improvements, technology, equipment, programs, services, and activities that provide for the well-being, 
health, safety, and security of the inmates and the facility.” 

  

Tex. Loc. Gov’t Code §351.0415(c)(5).  

  

As you have represented that the  proposed purchase will be used for the well being, health, and safety of inmates, and without 
further guidance that such a purchase is not permitted by section 351.0415(c)(5), it is within the Sheriff’s discretion to use these 
funds for this purpose. 

  

Should you need any further clarification from our office, please feel free to contact me. 

 

Thank you, 
 

Josephine Ramirez Solis 

Assistant Criminal District Attorney 

Chief - Civil Division  

Office of Criminal District Attorney 

Hidalgo County, Texas 

100 E. Cano 



2

Edinburg, TX 78539 

(956) 292-7609 ext. 8186 

(956) 292-7619 FAX 

josephine.ramirez@da.co.hidalgo.tx.us 

  

  

************************************************************************  

The information contained in this e-mail may be 1.SUBJECT TO THE ATTORNEY-CLIENT PRIVILEGE; 2.ATTORNEY 
WORK PRODUCT; and/or 3.CONFIDENTIAL. It is intended only for the individual or entity designated above. Any 
distribution, copying, or use of or reliance upon the information contained in this e-mail by or to anyone other than the 
recipient designated above by the sender is unauthorized and strictly prohibited. IF YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS 
COMMUNICATION IN ERROR, PLEASE ADVISE THE SENDER BY REPLY E-MAIL TO 
josephine.ramirez@da.co.hidalgo.tx.us AND DELETE THE COMMUNICATION. 

************************************************************************ 

  

 
 
On Fri, Apr 12, 2019 at 3:31 PM Pedro Luis Ramirez <pedro.ramirez@hidalgoso.org> wrote: 

Ms. Ramirez,  

  

Our office is contemplating using Commissary Funds to purchase heated carts to be used by the kitchen staff 
to deliver food to the inmates.  Texas Local Government Code Section 351.0415 states the following: 

  

Sec. 351.0415.  COMMISSARY OPERATION BY SHERIFF OR PRIVATE VENDOR.   

(a)  The sheriff of a county or the sheriff's designee, including a private vendor operating a detention 
facility under contract with the county, may operate, or contract with another person to operate, a 
commissary for the use of the inmates committed to the county jail or to a detention facility operated 
by the private vendor, as appropriate.  The commissary must be operated in accordance with rules 
adopted by the Commission on Jail Standards. 
(b)  The sheriff or the sheriff's designee: 

(1)  has exclusive control of the commissary funds; 
(2)  shall maintain commissary accounts showing the amount of proceeds from the 

commissary operation and the amount and purpose of disbursements made from the proceeds; and 
(3)  shall accept new bids to renew contracts of commissary suppliers every five years. 

(c)  The sheriff or the sheriff's designee may use commissary proceeds only to: 
(1)  fund, staff, and equip a program addressing the social needs of the inmates, including an 

educational or recreational program and religious or rehabilitative counseling; 
(2)  supply inmates with clothing, writing materials, and hygiene supplies; 
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(3)  establish, staff, and equip the commissary operation and fund the salaries of staff 
responsible for managing the inmates' commissary accounts; 

(4)  fund, staff, and equip both an educational and a law library for the educational use of 
inmates; or 

(5)  fund physical plant improvements, technology, equipment, programs, services, and 
activities that provide for the well-being, health, safety, and security of the inmates and the facility. 

  

We believe that the purchase of the heated carts meets the test under 351.0415 (c) (5).  Keeping the food at 
the right temperature up to the time of delivering it to the inmates is crucial for their well-being and 
health.  Controlling hot temperature in food prevents disease-causing microorganisms such as bacteria from 
growing in the food and causing foodborne illnesses.  Moreover, delivery of hot food increases its 
consumption by the inmate population and prevents possible food waste.  In essence, the purchase of these 
carts will ensure the delivery of food in optimal consumption conditions, bearing in mind the well-being, health, 
safety, and security of the inmates and the facility. 

  

Please review and provide your opinion regarding the use of commissary funds for this project. 

  

Respectfully, 
 

Pedro Luis Ramirez, MACC, MBA, MPP  
Accountant IV 
Hidalgo County Sheriff's Office • Financial Services Division 

Edinburg, Texas 78542 • Phone: (956) 393-6151 
pedro.ramirez@hidalgoso.org 

  

 

  

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE 
-------------------------------------- 
This transmission is intended for the sole use of the individual and/or entity to whom it is addressed, and may contain information 
and/or attachments that are privileged, confidential and exempt from disclosure under applicable law.  If the reader of this transmission 
is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, dissemination, distribution, duplication or the taking of any 
action in reliance on the contents of this transmission by someone other than the intended addressee or its designated agent is strictly 
prohibited.  If your receipt of this transmission is in error, please notify the sender by replying immediately to this transmission and 
destroy the transmission.  Thank You. 






