Region One Education Service Center

1900 W. Schunior, Edinburg, TX 78541 + Ph (956) 984-6000 ¢ Fax (956) 984-7655

Comelio Gonzalez, Ph.D.
Executive Director

September 5, 2019

The Honorable Richard F. Cortez
Office of the Hidalgo County Judge
1615 S. Closner, Ste. J

Edinburg, Texas 78539

Dear Judge Cortez:

We would like to cordially congratulate you on being elected as our new Hidalgo County Judge.
For over 20 years, Region One Education Service Center and the Hidalgo County Courthouse
have collaborated in hosting the Regional Mock Trial Competition, a precursor to the state
competition held each year in Dallas, Texas. The Texas High School Mock Trial competition is a
statewide extracurricular program whose primary purpose is to increase students’ understanding
of the judicial system by providing a first-hand experience in court. The competition requires
students to address legal issues, legal procedures, reasoning skills in a “real life” setting, and
critical, productive, and creative thinking. By participating in the Mock Trial competition,
students prepare the role of witnesses and attorneys and employ legal strategies for the
hypothetical case assigned to all teams. They gain an insider’s view to the legal system and the
opportunity to compete for scholarships.

Region One ESC respectfully requests the use of the Hidalgo County Courthouse for the
day-long competition scheduled on Saturday. January 18, 2020.

Like in previous years, we request to have two maintenance personnel available on Saturday,
January 18, 2020, from 7:00 am to 9:00 pm. The staff assigned this past year were extremely
accommodating and did an excellent job ensuring that Region One ESC staff, parents and
student participants had access to the courthouse and courtrooms and that the facilities were neat
and clean. If possible, we would like to maintain contact with the assigned individuals
throughout the year. Please have your office call to notify us who will be assigned this duty so
we may begin communication with them prior to the event. I can be reached at (956) 984-6172.

Again, thank you for allowing us to bring this competition to the Hidalgo County Courthouse
each year!
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y'R/:gion One Education Service Center
Mogk-Trial Coordinator

Region One Eduncation Service Center does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, color, national origin, gender, or disability.
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THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE RISK POOL
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING RISK POOL, AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE OR
PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL COVERED ENTITY / PERSON, the policy(les) must have ADDITIONAL COVERED ENTITY /
PERSON provisions or be endorsed. If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the coveragae, certain tarms of
coverage may require an endorsement. A statement on this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such
endorsement{s).

CONTACT
Ena:?ulcs:a A I NA;‘AEA: Chase Carlisle / Crystal Pend
arlisle Insurance qency. nc. PHONE )
500 N. Water St., Suite 900 (AIC, No, Ext): 361-884-2776 Noj:
Corpus Christi TX 78401-0234 E-MAIL

ADDRESS:

PRODUCER
CUSTOMER 1D:108-960

RISK POOL AFFORDING COVERAGE

COVERED ENTITY / PERSON

X ) . RISK POOL A : Property Casualty Alliance of Texas (PCAT)
Region One Education Service Center

1900 West Schunior RISKPOOLB:
Edinburg TX 78541 RISKPOOLC:
COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: REVISION NUMBER

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE COVERAGES LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE COVERED ENTITY / PERSON NAMED ABOVE FOR THE COVERAGE
PERIOD INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT. TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH
THIS CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE COVERAGE DOCUMENTS DESCRIBED HEREIN ARE SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS, EXCLUSIONS
AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH COVERAGE DOCUMENTS. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS
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DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS  VEHICLES {AGORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedulo, may be attached if mors space is required)

Region One Education Service Center events during coverage term

CERTIFICATE HOLDER CANCELLATION
County of Hidalgo, Hidalgo County Courthouse SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED COVERAGES BE CANCELLED
100 N. Closner BEFORE THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
Edinburg TX 78539 ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS IN THE COVERAGE DOCUMENTS.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE ; _) c : .,' Q e 7

£ 2012, 2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.
ACORD 855 TX {2015/02) The ACORD name and loao are reaistered marks of ACORD




PCAT Certificate Guidelines

Property Casualty Alliance of Texas (PCAT) is a risk sharing cooperative formed by Texas Public Entities
pursuant to the Interlocal Cooperation Act, Chapter 791, Title 7 of the Texas Government Code. PCAT is
not an insurance company.

Texas Public Entities occasionally get requests from non-governmental entities to issue Certificates of
Insurance and to be named as 'Additional Insured.’ Since PCAT is not an insurance company, we will
issue a Certificate of Coverage rather than a Certificate of Insurance.

Because the School is immune from all tort actions, except those arising from the use of a motor vehicle,
most indemnification clauses have the School assuming an obligation to pay claims that could not be
made against it. Texas law is clear that the School cannot contractually assume liability for another entity
that exceeds the liability that the School would have in the same situation, because fo immunize a non-

public entity is a qift of public funds and is prohibited by the Texas Constitution. For this reason, we are

unable to narme anyone as an Additional Insured.

In addition to the above, as a public entify in the State of Texas, schools are prohibited from indemnifying
a private entity. The following language should be considered as an insert to all third party agreements in

lieu of standard hold harmless agreemeants:

"[School] is an independent school district organized pursuant to Section 11.011 of the Education Code
and as such, is immune from tort actions, except those arising from the use of a motor vehicle in
accordance with Section 101.051 of the Texas Civil Practices and Remedies Code.

Nothing in the Agreement is or shall be interpreted to require [School] to indemnify [Private Entity] or to
constitute a waiver of that immunity.”

While it does not provide an explanation, another way of handling this is to include the following language
in all contracts:

“...to the extent permitted by the Constitution and laws of the State of Texas”

Contact your Agent if there are any questions on the above.
Nothing stated herein is a legal opinion.
The School should consult their legal counsel prior to execution of any third party contracts.



