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L of $1,253.83 in relation to an insurance settlement for the Safety Department and
u/ appropriation of the same.

A. FOR ANY CONTRACT(S) AWARDED AND ROVED I]NDER THIS AGENDA,

EXECUTED COPTES OF Tr{E CONTRACT(S) WILL BE AVATLABLE ON THE COfTNTY

INTRA-NET WEBSITE AND WILL BE F'ORWARDED !'IA E-MAIL, FAX OR IIAND
DELI\TERED TO HIDALGO COI]NTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE.

B. AI\TY AND ALL REQUESTS FOR PAYMENT(S) APPROVED WILL tsE SUBJ,ECT TO

COUNTY AT]DITORS PROCESSING PROCEDTIRES INCLUDING A Y,FOR
couNTY TREASTj RER TO ISSUE PAYMENT(SyCHECK(S).

Hidalgo County

aXqr""tiog exemption from competitive bidding requireme nt {a"rthe Texas
\-{ocal Government Code, Section 262.024 (A) (4) a professional service:

f-B/Pursuant to demonstrated competence, action to approve a Memorandum of
Agreement (MOA) between Hidalgo County (HC) and Research, Applied
Technology, Education and Services/Rio Grande Valley,aka, RATES/RGV [a 501c

org.] in accordance with Local Government Code (LGC) 2254 Professional Services

Procurement Act in connection with the Lower [RGV] Texas Stormwater Task Force

assistance commencing with Pcts. 1 & 4. .? tZuK

D-

2t.

A.

w_7,,27

'tr#i
flo{a

0/)'
B.

C.

Executive Office

Requesting approval to purchase five (5) X-Ray Inspectio\*rfstem, five (5) 0.5

Meter Entry Roller Table & five (5) 1 Meter Exit Roller Table through the County's

membership/participation with T)04AS Cooperative Purchasing Program's awarded

vendor W.W. Grainger (Contract# 18-51V06 expiration 06.30.2023) through
Requisition# 400396 in the total amount of $53,115,00.

pct.2 cffi^"L -- ^ilLo',J*r.--fut t'ft'a lvlul,-r

B%
$*fstem, f,r'

fuAJ-720e6

," [f . )Al-Z 2:t7g - A. lequesting exemption from competitive bidding requirement, under Tx

N,[ " Lfc262'024(a)(4)aprofessionalservice;
" n^ ,FY-: .\ B. {cceptance and approval of a Letter of Engagement with Ramon Worthington

1*0Pf \W Firm, P.L.L.C. in-connection with legal matters subjectto legal review and

compliance with all HC requirement submittals'

2. 7;.-7216+ ,+r{pproval to rescind action previously taken by Commissioner's Court on

\-{ttmtg At#716e5;
Xl n B. Apg&al to purchase two (2) 2019 Peterbilt 348 Roll OffTrucks through the

UL\ , t CoSxfu's membership/participation with Purchasing Cooperative of America under

," \--dontract# PCA 3-170-17 lExpires 5120221:
-/' i\r^,r^r l A -^,,-+ l

Court Reporter Services Fund (t239): ( Alrryr*\- L6\A* $^nso+tl
Approval of 2019 appropriation of funds for the Court Reporter Services Fund

1{nyin the amounf of $:t,6OS.t8 to firnd other professional services. 6"bh 9:rrvrucs. (w,)rrts:
Purchasing Department - Notes: / ll I b-\l$ ' '-€U,v'r

http:llagenda.hidalgocounty.us/frs/publish/print-agenda.cftn?seq:33 85&reloaded:true 91912019
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MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT 
by and between 

HIDALGO COUNTY 

and 

SEP 1 9 20i9 

BY 

RESEARCH, APPLIED TECHNOLOGY, EDUCATION & SERVICE, INC. 

(RA TES) D.B.A. RA TES/RGV 

Lower Rio Grande Valley TPDES Stormwater Regional Task Force 

This Memorandum of Understanding (hereafter termed "MOA") is entered into by and between 
the COUNTY OF HIDALGO (hereafter referred to as "COUNTY"), and RESEARCH, 

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY, EDUCATION & SERVICE, [NC. (RATES) D.B.A. 
RATES/RGV (hereafter referred to as "RATES/RGV"), a 50l(c)(3) Not-for-Profit formed to 
promote and coordinate the collaborative and cooperative use of technology by and among 
colleges, high schools, community school districts, public and school libraries, health care 
facilities, government offices, businesses, health and educational professionals other educational 
and community services organizations and community residents for the benefit of the 
collaborating organizations, their clients, and community residents of the Rio Grande Valley. 

SECTION 1 

PURPOSE 

I.OJ COUNTY and RA TES/RGV agree to enter into this Agreement as a manner by whic_h 
COUNTY and RA TES/RGV can actively participate in the regional LRGV TPDES 
Stormwater Task Force ("Task Force") originally formed to respond and to aid 
compliance with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) Phase Il 
Stormwater Rules. The Task Force mission was expanded to respond to concerns 
associated with non-point source pollution, to manage stormwater runoff, to address 
water conservation and to discuss other pertinent water and water quality issues 
("Issues"). The Task Force investigates and provides technical support to the water 
industry that includes irrigation districts, drainage districts, estuary programs and other 
water-related organizations. 

1.02 COUNTY and RATES/RGV desire to accomplish the goals of responding and 
complying with the Issues through the formation of a Regional Task Force, established 
and managed by RA TES/RGV. 

1.03 RA TES/RGV desires to participate in the establishment and management of the 
Regional Task Force, since such participation will provide RA TES/RGV with an 
avenue for students to: 

A. Gain knowledge and experience in the process and procedures of governmental
environmental regulation, rule making, and committee process;

B. Gain supervisory, organizational, and executive skills through the creation of the

[JEPUTY 
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MOA #R-RGV-TF-2019-0006

Task Force body, the implementation of the Task Force by-laws and policies,
creation and submission of Task Force agenda and minutes, and budget creation;
and,

C. Gain experience about the interfacing, communication, and interaction between
RATESiRGV and local governments; thus, aiding the students in being at ease
publicll, speaking, presenting issues, and expounding opinions.

SBC-TION 2

2.01 Fixed Term: This MOA commences on 09/01/19, will be ef{bctive for one year (l) and
will terminate l0/31/?Q, unless extended according to section 2.02 of this MOA.

2.02 Extension: Upon written, mutual consent of COUNTY and RATESIRGV, this MOA
may be extended for up to three (3) additional one (1) year performance period.

2.03 Cancellation: This MOA ma1.' be cancelled prior to the expiration of the Fixed Term of
any Extension Term, upon thirty (30) calendar days written notice to the other party, sent
to the address indicated in Section 5.01 o1'this MOA.

SECTION 3
CONSIDERATION

3.01 Fee: COUNTY agrees to pa)'to RATES/RG\/ a Task Force membership contribution
of $20.000.00. Payment of contribution is due in one single payment, tendered by check
or wired transfer, payable to RATES/RGV and delivered to the address indicated in
Section 5.01 of this MOA. Payment must be made within thiny (30) days after execution
of this MOA and subject to the 'fcxas Prompt Payment Act. Subsequent payments shall
be made within thirty (30) days after the execution of any extension. F'ailure of
COUNTY to make such payment within the subscribed time, and without a written
extension from RATES/RGV, may result in this MOA terminating.

SECTTON 4
RIGHTS AND DUTTES

4.01 The following rights and duties will be held or performed by COUNTY:

A. COUNTY will provide one representative to the Task Force. Such
representative must be chosen by the COUNTY, as evidenced by an adopted
resolution or other evidence of the appointment acceptable to RATESIRGV.

B. The COUI\TY's representative(s) will serve during the term of this Agreement,
and though any extension periods as authorized herein, but may be reappointed or
replaced by the COUNTY through rvritten notification.

?age 2 of 7



MOA #R-RGV-TF-201 9-0006

To the extent permitted by larv, the COUNTY's represenlative will bc subject to
the bylaws, policies, rules and procedures of the Task Force. Any breach or
violation of such bylaivs, etc., may result in expulsion of the representative from
the Task Force. lf expulsion occurs, the COUNTY will appoint anorher
represcntative no later than thirty (30) calendar days afler notice ofthe expulsion.

The COUNTY's representative r.r,ill act as the liaison bet\4,een the COUNTY and
the Task Force, apprising each entity of the other's objectives. -l'he

representative will brief the COUNTY, or other rnunicipal entity responsible for
Task Force participation. a minimum of once quarterly.

E. Each COUNTY having representation on the fask Force rvill be responsible for
paying a membership fee as detailed in Scction 3.01 of this MOA.

F. The COUNTY rnay makc recommendations to the Regional Task Force
regarding the fee assessment, expenditures, or other flnancial matters; however,
the Task Force is not bound by such recommendations.

4.02 The following rights and duties will be held or performed by RATES/RGV:

RATES/RGV will assign representation to the Task Force.

RATES/RGV will formulate and facilitate the bylarvs, policies, rules and
procedures by which the Task Force u,ill be governed. RATESIRGV rvill
provide COUNTY with a copy of such bylaws, policies. rules and procedures, as

warranted.

RATESIRGV will formulate and propose to the Task Force, methods and
approaches for compliance with lhe Texa.s Comrni.ssion on Environntental Quality
Phase II Stormwater Rttles. For each method or approach proposed,
RATES/RGV will assist with educational outreach, training, and information to
facilitate compliance.

RATES/RGV will assist with research and educational services and technical
support to the Task Force, and for any adopted methods and approaches lor
compliance. RATES/RGV will not participate in the implementation of the
COUNTY's stormwater management program (SWMP) unless otherwise
specified in Section 4.03.

RATES/RGV will manage the Task Force administration, including meetings,
and efforts pertaining to the methods and approaches for assisting in complying
with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality Phase II Stormwater Rules.

The Task Force will oversee the establishment and operation of all financial
policies. requirements. and expenditures. As overseer of the Task Force,
RATES/RGV will assist with the financial management and policy of the Task

A.

B.

C.

D.

D.

E.

I.'.

C.
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Force.

G. RATES/RGV will assist the Task Force with :he management of an-v funding
acquired by the Task Force. This does not apply to the funrling providld by this
MOA. The management of Task Force fuding will adhere to the bylarvr of tt',.
organizatior.

H. Fees paid to RATES/RGV will be earnrarked in a separare RATES/RGV
account for use only by RATESIRGV fbr the Task Force. Any unappropriated
funds will be carried over.

Fees paid to RATIS&GV will be utilized by RATES/RGV for costs associared
with but not necessarily limited to staffing, travel. training, equipment and
malerials, recruiting, scholarships. meal and food expenses associated with
meetings and events, and comrnunication related expenses.

RATESIRGV is authorized to utilize fbes to leverage grant fbnds, for conlerence
planning. travel expenses, staff faining, to support outreach events, and for
sponsorships for environmental and educational events.

RATESIRGV is authorized to utilize fees to accomplish tasks included in
Section 4.03, if any.

K.

L. RATES/RGV is authorized to utilize fees
Colorado Watershed Partnership, the Laguna
organizations. This funding. if any. shall
RATES/,RGY.

to provide funding to the Arroyo
Madre Esluary Program, or similar
be provided at the discretion of

4.03 SWMP Implementatlor: Not applicable.

SECTION 5
MISCXLLANEOUS

5.01 Addresses; Fee payment or notices required under this MOA may be sent by tJnited
States Postal Service regular surface mail, certified mai[, registered mail, overnight
delivery, or hand delivery. Written notice delivery is deemed made rvhen the notice is
deposited into a IJSPS mail receptacle, or deposited lvith an overnight carrier, or hand
delivered. COUNTY and/or RATESIRGV can change the notice address by sending to
the other party written indication of the new address. Notices shor.rld be addressed as
follows:

I'age 4 of 7
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COUNTY:

MOA #R-RGV-TF-2o1 9-0006

COLTNTY OF HIDAI,CO
Saul Garcia
I,lidalgo County Comrnissioners Precinct #l
Commissioner David Fuenies
I00 East Cano
Suite I 01

Iidinbr.rrg, TX 78538
(956) 367-0878
Sau l. Iarciaraco. h idal so.tx. us

RA]'ES/RGV
CIO Jodi Lees
P.O. Ilox 697
Edinburg, TX 78540

ie lees@ratesresearc g. org
956-609-9060 (office)
956-540-9384 (cell)

RATES/RGV:

5.02 Force Majeure: Any and all duties, obligations, and covenants of this MOA will be
suspended during time of natural disaster. war, acts of terrorism, or other "Acts of God,,,
which prevent a pa$y from fulfilling anv and all duties. obligations, andlor covenants of
this MOA. If a partv is prevented from {ulfilling a duty. obligation. and/or covenant of
this MOA, due to Force Majeure, the party prevented from fulfilling rvill notify the other
party in writing, sent pursuant to Section 5.01 of this MOA, within fourteen (14) calendar
business days of the Force Majeure event.

5.03 Parties Relationship: Nothing in the MOA should be construed as creating a partnership,
joint venture, agency relationship. or any other relationship other than, between
COUNTY and RATES/RGV.

5.04 Applicable [,arv: This MOA is construed under and in accordance rvith the laws of the
State of Texas.

5.05 Cumulative Rights: A1[ rights, options, and remedies contained in this MOA and held by
COUNTY and RATES/RGV are cumulative and the exercising of one rvill not exclude
exercising another. COUNTY and RATES/RGV each have the right to pursue any
remedy or relief rvhich may be provided by law, in equiry. or by the stipulations of this
MOA.

5,06 Noa-waiver: A rvaiver by either COUNTY or RATES/RGV, or both, of any obligation,
duty, or coYenant of this MOA will not constitute a waiver of any other breach of any
obligation, duty, or covenant of :his MOA.

5.07 Counterparts: This MOA can be executed in multiple counterpafts, each of which is
declared an original.

Page 5 ol'7
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5.08 Severabilit.v: If any clause or provision of this MoA is illegal, invalid or uner.rforceable
under present or future larv, COUNTY and RATBSIRGV intend that the remaining
clauses or provisions of tliis MOA will not be affected and will remain in full force and
effect.

5.09 Entire MOA: 'l'his MOA contains the final and entire agreemcnt befween COUNTy and
RATES/RGV. and will not be amended, explained, or superceded by any oral or rvritten
communications; unless done so in a subsequent, u,ritten, and mutually agreed upon
amendment.

5.I0 Successors and Assigns: All the obligations, duties. covenants, and rights contained in
this MOA and performable by COL|NTY will be applicable and binding upon respective
succossors and assigns, including any successor by merger or consolidation; however,
nothing in this provision shall be construed to be consent of Assignment ofthis MOA.

5.ll Nondiscrimination: COIINTY and RATES/RGV, and their agents or employees, are
prohibited from discriminaling on the basis of race, color, sex, age, religion, national
origin, or handicap, in the performance of the terms, conditions, covenants and
obligations of this MOA.

5.12 Additional Docur-nents: 'l'he parties hereto covenani and agree that they will execute each
such other and further instruments and docurnents as are or mav becorne necessarv or
convenient to effectuate and carry out the terms of this Agreement.

5.13 Immunities: Nothing in this Agreement is intended to and COUNTY does not hereby
waive, release or relinqtrish any right to assert any of the defenses COUNTy enjoys by
virfue of the state or federal constitution, laws. rules or regulations, and- any
sovereign, official or qualified immr.rnity available to COUNTY as to any claim or action
of any person, entity, or individual against COUNTY.

5.14 Commitment of Current Revenues Only: In the event that, during any term hereof, the
Commissioners Court does not appropriate sufficient funds to meet the obligations of
COUNTY under this Agreement, COUNTY may terminate this Agreement ufion ninety
(90) days rvritten notice to RATES/RGV. COUNTY agrees, horvever, to use ieasonablc
efforts to securc funds necessary for the continued performance of this Agreement. The
parties intend this provision to be a continuing right to terminate this Agreement at the
expiration of each budget period of COUNTY. Agreements for the acquisition,
including lease of real or personal property under Tex.Local.Govt. In the event
that, during any term hereof, the Commissioner's Court does not appropriate sufficient
firnds to meet the obligations of CO{INTY under this Agreemint,-COUNTy may
terminate this Agreement upon ninety (90) days rvritten notice to the other party,
COUNTY agroes. however, to use a best efforts attempt t<l obtain and appropriate funds
for payment of the Agreement. The parties inrend thii provision, it'appiicatle, to be a
continuingrighttoterminate this Agreement at the expiiation of each'budget period of
COUNTY in accordance with Tex.Local.Covt.Code S271.903
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EXECUTED the 

-.- 
day of .---...--....--..-.--, 2019, by couNTy, by its duly

authorized agent, as evidenced by the attached Resolution of the couNTy.

..COUNTY"

COUNTY Otr'I{MALGO

tly: &-*u z A.*ett
Richard p. Co
Countv Judge

EXECUTED the 25th day of September , 2019, by RATf,s/RGV, by its duly
authorized officer.

..RATES/RGV"

B): . aH aZ,
Patri6k O'Rrien
Chief Operating Officer, RATES

l'}age 7 ol7
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2019, by COUNTY, by its duly
authorized agent, as evidenced by the attached Resolution of the COUNTY.

..COUNTY"

COUNTY OF HIDALGO

EXECUTED the _ day of

EXECUTED the _day of
authorized officer.

By: 8)"**, Z At-Al
Richard F. Cortez

..[L{TBSAIGV"

2019,by RATES/RGV, by its duly

By:
Patrick O'Brien
Chief Operating Officer, RATES
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