
















 

 

December 10, 2021 

AVO 37232.009 

 

 

Hon. Ellie Torres  

Attn: Leticia Saenz 

Hidalgo County  

1051 N. Doolittle Road 

Edinburg, TX 78542 

 

RE: Subcontracting Notice for Hidalgo County Old Plain Capital Building 

 
Dear Commissioner Torres: 

 

We would like to inform you of the subcontractor that we will be using on the Facility 

Improvements for Hidalgo County Old Plains Capital Building – Work Authorization No.1.  Please 

coordinate with your Purchasing Department for Commissioner’s Court approval of this 

notification.  These subcontractors will be providing Architectural Services for the above 

referenced project.  

 

Subcontractor: 

Mr. Miguel Chanin 

Chanin Engineering, LLC  

400 Nolana, Suite H2 

McAllen, Texas 78504 

(956) 687-9421 

 

Should you have any questions, please feel free to give me a call at (956) 664-0286. 

 

Sincerely, 

HALFF ASSOCIATES, INC. 

 

 
 

Menton J. Murray, III, PE, LEED AP 

Vice President / Project Manager 
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SERVICE CONTRACT 
 
November 22, 2021 
 
Ray Peynado, PE 
Electrical Engineer 
Halff Associates, Inc. 
O: (956) 445-5266 
rPeynado@Halff.com 
 
Re:  Structural Engineering Services   

Hidalgo County Old Plains Capital Building  
CMU Wall Assessment  
(CE Project #21-297) 

 
Dear Ray Peynado:  
 
Chanin Engineering, LLC appreciates the opportunity to submit this proposal for professional services 
for the proposed project. 
 
Project Understanding 
 
As determined by the email correspondence sent on Wed, November 17, 2021, our proposal is based 
on the following project understanding: 
 

 The project is located on McColl Rd in Edinburg, TX, and is an existing 2-story conventional 
steel building.   

 The purpose of the assessment is to determine if an existing CMU wall is load-bearing and 
provide any recommendations to relocate wall to accommodate the proposed floor plan.   

 
SCOPE OF SERVICES 
 
 
Phase I: Assessment and Pre-design 
 
In this phase, Chanin Engineering will work to gather necessary information about the existing 
conditions.   
 
Specifically, Chanin Engineering at this time will: 
 

1) Collect facility information and/or existing structural layout plans (if available) from the building 
owner to understand structural systems. 

2) Perform a structural site survey to collect data on sizes of existing structural members. 
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3) Perform visual observations to obtain existing condition of structure, loading of structure, 
critical areas in need of attention/repair. 

4) Perform a structural analysis to determine structural adequacy of existing members and 
conditions. 

5) Provide owner with a summary of visual observations and results from our structural analysis 
along with recommendations on possible options going forward. 

 
Phase II: Design and Construction  
 
Once Phase I is complete and the extent of required actions has been identified, construction 
documents will be generated with recommendations as needed to remedy any concerns. 
 
 
ENGINEERING FEE 

This proposal provides for the performance of professional work for basic services as described in the 
SCOPE OF SERVICES section as follows:      
 
Engineering Fee Phase I:                        $3,000 
 
Engineering Fee Phases II:                   To be determined at an hourly basis as per the rates included 

below.  
  
 
*Fees valid for 30 days from date on your proposal.    
  
EXCLUSIONS 
 

 Excludes any material testing of existing structural components. 
 Excludes Verification of existing foundation system. 

 
Excluded in this proposal is structural engineering work other than the scope of services described 
above, and, additional services required by major modifications made to the project by either the 
Owner, their representatives, other project consultants, or our client after initiation of construction 
document phase.  A separate additional services contract mutually acceptable to the Client/Owner 
shall be drafted to accommodate any major structural changes.  Also excluded are special inspections, 
out of town expenses required by the project (other than any site observation visits if specified herein), 
reproduction services, deep foundation design, and additional or specialized analysis techniques that 
may be required pending further studies, findings, or information.  All the work excluded in the 
foregoing are considered additional services and will be charged according to the terms and condition 
of our standard agreement.  See ENGINEERING FEE section for our prevailing hourly rates. 
 
This Engineering fee was based on the conceptual information provided to Chanin Engineering, LLC.  
Authorization will first be obtained from the Client before performing work beyond the Basic Services 
Scope of Work due to conditions that may occur for which we are not responsible. 
 
The fee is subject to change if the project scope of work is modified from the original scope description.  
Any fee increase for additional services as described in the EXCLUSIONS section for this part of the 
project will be discussed and mutually agreed upon before commencing any work beyond the basic 
work scope.  Additional services will be charged at our prevailing hourly rate as follows: 
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SCHEDULE OF FEES 
 
Chanin Engineering, LLC’s prevailing rates are as follows: 
 
Engineering:     Hourly rate 
E-1 Engineer In Training 1   $105.00 
E-2 Engineer In Training 2   $115.00 
E-3 Project Engineer 1 *   $135.00    
E-4 Project Engineer 2 *   $145.00 
E-5 Principal Engineer *   $175.00 
 
Technicians:       
T-1 Technician I    $  75.00 
T-2 Technician II    $  85.00 
T-3 Technician III    $  95.00 
 
Computer Aided Drafting: 
C-1 CAD I     $  55.00 
C-2 CAD II     $  65.00 
C-3 CAD III     $  75.00 
 
Administrative: 
A-1 Clerical     $  40.00 
A-2 Accounts Payable/Billable   $  45.00 
A-3 Office Manager/Executive Assistant $  55.00 
 
 
*  Licensed professional engineer, unless noted otherwise. 
 
The Basic Service fee shall be billed by monthly invoice based on project progress.   
 
ENGINEERING AND TECHNICAL CLASSIFICATIONS 
Engineering: 
 
E-1 Engineer in Training I -  Graduate Engineer with 0-3 years experience, work  
     under close supervision. 
 
E-2 Engineer in Training 2 -    Graduate Engineer with 2-plus years experience,   
     capable of carrying out assignments with minimum   
     supervision, supervise drafting and layout work. 
 
 
E-3 Project Engineer 1 -   Registered Engineer with 4-plus years experience, 
     can handle moderately complex tasks with minimal   
     supervision, supervise the work of other engineers 
     and drafters. 
 
E-4 Project Engineer 2 -   Registered Engineer with 6-plus years experience, can  
                      handle complex tasks with only general supervision,   
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     coordinates and supervises work of other engineers   
     and drafters.     
  
E-5 Principal Engineer -         Registered Engineer and possibly company officer,   
      completely capable of handling and supervising all   
     aspects of design and drawing production. 
Technicians: 
 
T-1 Technician I -     5-plus years experience and/or education, capable of   
     handling all drafting functions and simple engineering    
     design and calculation tasks with some supervision. 
 
T-2 Technician II -             7-plus years experience and/or education, capable of   
           handling all drafting functions with minimal supervision,  
     can supervise the work of drafters. 
 
T-3 Technician III  -       10-plus years experience and/or education, capable of  
          handling all drafting add many engineering related   
     tasks with little supervision, can supervise the work of  
     drafters and technicians. 
 
Computer Aided Drafting: 
 
C-1 Junior Drafter I -      Capable of drawing tasks and tracing-type work, under  
     close supervision of others. 
 

C-2 Drafter II -       2-plus years experience and/or education, handles   
     many drafting tasks under supervision. 

 
C-3 Senior Drafter III -      3-plus years experience and/or education, handles   

    most drafting tasks while exercising judgment on 
     layout and planning, receives minimal supervision. 

REIMBURSABLE EXPENSES 
 
Reimbursable expenses are in addition to compensation for Basic and any Additional Services.   
These expenses include actual expenditures incurred in the interest of the Project for the 
expenses listed below: 

 
 

a) Expense of reproduction, postage, delivery, handling of drawings,  
 photos, specifications, and other documentation. 

 
b) Expense of overtime work requiring higher than regular rates, if 
 authorized in advance by the Owner will be charged at 1.5 times of hourly 
 rates listed above. 

 
c) Expense of materials for structural sketches, models, mock-ups, binders,  
 exhibit boards and other miscellaneous exhibits requested by the client. 
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d) Expense of additional insurance coverage or limits including Professional  
 Liability Insurance, requested by the Owner in excess of that normally 
 carried by Chanin Engineering, LLC. 

 
f) Reimbursable expenses will be billed at actual cost X 1.05.  

 
 
*Monthly invoices shall be due upon receipt. Invoices paid beyond 30 days from the invoice date may 
be charged a 1.0%/mo. Service charge.  Should the project be abandoned by either the client and/or 
Owner after structural work has commenced, the percentage of work completed to the date of written 
notice of abandonment shall be billable and due within 14 days of such notice. 

SCHEDULE FOR COMPLETION OF PROJECT 
 
The project schedule will be discussed and mutually agreed upon prior to the notice to proceed. This 
proposal is based on the premise that complete and accurate plans, documents, and reports are to 
be made available for the undertaking of this project on a timely basis. We shall not be held 
responsible for delays that may occur which are out of our control or for which we are not responsible 
and therefore may have a negative effect on the project schedule. It is further understood that Chanin 
Engineering, LLC. will provide our client with one set of reproducible drawings at the intermediate and 
final submittals. Chanin Engineering, LLC will not be responsible to pay for reproduction/delivery costs 
at the various and final submittals as well to all bidders and/or parties. 
 
DISPUTE RESOLUTIONS 
 
D.1 GENERAL.  Claims, disputes or other matters in question solely between the parties to this 
Agreement arising out of or relating to this Agreement or breach thereof shall be subject to and decided 
by arbitration in accordance with the Construction Industry Arbitration Rules of the American 
Arbitration Association currently in effect unless the parties mutually agree otherwise. 
 
Demand for arbitration shall be filed in writing with the American Arbitration Association. A demand for 
arbitration shall be made within a reasonable time after the claim, dispute or other matter in question 
has arisen. 
 
No arbitration arising out of or relating to this Agreement shall include, by consolidation or joiner, and 
additional person or entity not a party to this Agreement, except by written consent containing a 
specific reference to this Agreement signed by the Board of Directors, Chanin Engineering, LLC. and 
any other  
 
person or entity consenting to arbitration of any claim, dispute or other matter in question.  The 
foregoing agreement to arbitrate and other agreements to arbitrate with an additional person or entity 
duly consented to be the parties to this Agreement shall be specifically enforceable in accordance with 
applicable law in any court having jurisdiction thereof. 
 
The award rendered by the arbitrator or arbitrators shall be final, and judgment may be entered upon 
it in accordance with applicable law in any court having jurisdiction thereof. 
 
D.2 MEDIATION.  In addition to and prior to arbitration, the parties shall endeavor to  
settle disputes by mediation in accordance with the Construction Industry Mediation Rules of the 
American Arbitration Association currently in effect unless the parties mutually agree otherwise.   
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Demand for mediation shall be filed in writing with the other party to this Agreement and with the 
American Arbitration Association.  A demand for mediation shall be made within a reasonable time 
after the claim, dispute or other matter in question has arisen.  In no event shall the demand for 
mediation be made after the date when institution of legal or equitable proceedings based on such 
claim, dispute or other matter in question would be barred by the applicable statute of limitations. 
 
D.3 INDEMNIFICATION.  The owner and/or architect shall indemnify and hold harmless Chanin 
Engineering, LLC and all of its personnel from and against any and all claims, damages, losses and 
expenses (including reasonable attorney fees) arising out of or resulting from the performance of their 
services provided that any such claim, damages, loss or expense is caused solely by the negligent act, 
error or omission of the Owner and/or architect, or anyone employed by the Owner and/or architect or 
anyone for whose acts any of them may be liable. 
 
D.4 LIMITATION OF LIABILITY. The development of this project is intended to produce the largest rate 
of return (benefit) for the owner for their investment (cost). To a lesser degree, the project Architect 
will also enjoy a benefit (his professional fee) for his investment (professional service), similarly but to 
a much lesser degree, the Consultant (Chanin Engineering, LLC) will also see a benefit for our service 
investment.  
 
As such, the project risk exposure to the various parties shall accordingly recognize this fact. For this 
reason, Chanin Engineering, LLC’s limitation for all liabilities shall be limited to our engineering fee for 
this project. Also refer to the sections above for related discussion. 
 
D.5 VERIFICATION OF EXISTING CONDITIONS, Inasmuch as the remodeling and/or rehabilitation of the 
existing structure requires that certain assumptions be made by the Consultant regarding existing 
conditions, and because some of these assumptions may not be verifiable without the Client’s 
expending substantial sums of money or destroying otherwise adequate or serviceable portions of the 
structure, the Client agrees, to the fullest extent permitted by law, to indemnify and hold harmless the 
Consultant, its officers, directors, employees and subconsultants (collectively, Consultant) against all 
damages, liabilities or costs, including reasonable attorneys’ fees and defense costs, arising out of or 
in any way connected with this Project, excepting only those damages, liabilities or costs attributable 
to the sole negligence and willful misconduct by the Consultant. 
 
D.6 ATTORNEYS’ FEE.  Should any action, proceeding, arbitration or mediation be necessary to 
construe or enforce the provisions of this Agreement, or the rights of parties hereunder, the party 
prevailing in such action shall be entitled to recover all court costs and reasonable attorneys' fees to 
be fixed by the court and taxed as part of the judgment. 
 
If the terms and conditions contained herein are acceptable to you, please sign and return both copies 
of this proposal.  Chanin Engineering, LLC will review any changes, and once acceptable to both parties 
Chanin Engineering, LLC will sign and return one copy to you.  The opportunity to provide this 
professional service is greatly appreciated.  Please do not hesitate to call if you have any questions or 
comments regarding this proposal - agreement. 
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Sincerely,                   
 
Chanin Engineering, LLC by 

 
 
 

Miguel Chanin, PE      
President  
                   
  
 
Chanin Engineering, LLC Approval:       Client Approval: 
 
 
 
 
                                            11/22/21                  _______________________________                              
Signature   Date                       Signature                                    Date 
 
 
  Miguel Chanin, P.E.                                _______________________________     
Print Name          Print Name 
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