
THE STATE OF TEXAS
CONTRACT FOR ELECTION SERVICES

This Contract is eotered into by and between the HIDALGO COUNTY ELECTIONS

ADMINISTRATOR, Eilda A. Srlinu, hercinaftcr rcfcrcd !o as 
(ELECTIONS

ADMIMSTRATOR", on behalf of Hidalgo County, a political subdivision of thc State of
Texas, and CITY OF DONNA hereinaftsr refened to as the "BNTITY", pursuant to Texas

Eleotion Code Section 31.092.

RECNALS
WHEREAS, tho ENTITY, by appropriate aotion of its goveming body acting in

aocordance with all applicablc laws, has oallcd a SPECIAL ELECTION to be held on MAY 4.

2M4:

WHEFJAS, pursuant to Section 3 1.092(a) of the Texas Eleotion Code, thc County

Eleotion Offioer may oontact with the govcrning body of a politioal subdivision situated wholly
or partly in the couaty served by the offioer to pcrform elcction services in any one or more

eleotions ordered by an authority ofthe political suMivision; and

WHBREAS, pursuant to Section 31.091(l) of the Texas Eleotion Code, thc County

Election O{fioor moans tho Elcctions Administrator for Hi&lgo County; and

WHEREAS, the ENTITY is a political subdivision in Hidalgo County that desires the

County to conduct and supervise the @!!.p!!, election of Oe ENTITY(the "Election'); and

WHEREAS, the ENTITY and the COUNTY, through the ADMIMSTRATOR, desire to
enter into a contract setting out the respective responsibilities ofthe parties; and

WHEREAS, the COUNTY agrees to pcrform clection services for the ENTITY; and

WHERBAS, pursuant to Seotion 271.002(a) of the Texas Eleotion Code, when applicable
two or more political subdivisions to enter into an agreement to hold elections jointly in the
election precincts that can bc served by common pelling places; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 271.003 (a) & (b) the location of a oommon polling
plaoe may be a regular county polling placc uecd in a joint election, where the voters of a
particular election precinct or political subdivision may bc scwed in ajoint eleotion by cofirmon
polling placa locatcd outsidc the boundary ofthe election precinot or political subdivisioa iftbe
looation oan adequately and convcnicntly sewo the affected votors and if it will faoilitate thc
orderly conduct ofthe election; and

WHEREAS, punuant to Section 43.007 of the Texas Eleotion Code, the COUNTY has
approved participation in a coutrtywide program. Thereforq countywide polling places will be
used for the election held on @!!'!Q[, and any resulting runoff.
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WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 43.007(c), each countyn ide/distiotwide_ polling place

must allow a voter to vote in the samc clections in whioh the votor would bc entitlcd to votc in the

county elcction precinot in whioh thc voter reoides; and

WHEREAS, ELECTIONS ADMIMSTRATOR has providcd costs for election sefvices

to bc reudered by BLECTIONS ADMIMSTRATOR'S officc pursuant to thc tcrms of this

Contraot, whioh costE are set out in Alticle W hercof; and

NOW, THEREFORE, thc COUNTY, lbroughthe ELBCTIONS ADMINISTRATOR,

and thc ENTITY for good and valuablc considcration, the adcquacy and receipt ofwhich is

hercby acknowlcdgcd, do hereby agrce to hold contract, covcnatrt and agree ae follows:

ARTICLE I
PURPOSE

I .0 L Thc parties hereto have entered into ftis Contract for election serviccs desoribsd in
Artiolc II to be providod to the ENTITY for its eleotion to be held on MAY 4. 2024. and

any runofl if aPPlicable,

1 .02 If applioablo, aoknowledgemc,nt of sharcd Polling Placcs. The BNTITY aoknowlcdSes

thaf ine glEgfrcNs ADMINISTRATo& as the County's Contracting offiocr in

accordance with Seotion 31.(D2 of the Toxas Elcction Codc, may cntcr into similar

Elcction scrvices contracts with any other entity in thc same county that may be running

their elcction concurrently. In such evcn! thc BNTITY agrecs to shsrc oommon pollilg
places with thc other eatitics. It ig not the intcnt of this paragraph to ostablish ajoint
ilcotion, but rathet' to share scrvices, equipmen! aud the oosts whon it is appropriatc,

efticient, and economioal to do so.

ARTICLE tr
SERVICES

2.01. The couNTY, through the ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR, agecs to provide to the

ENTITY the following:

(A) Procurc, provide, codc and distributc llart Hybrid voting systcms, clection cquipment

and naosport equipmont to and from the polling locations, including Early Voting

and Elcotion Day polling locations, for the BMITY;

Prepare and provide Hart Hybrid haiuing for eleotion workers;

Prepare and provide Logic and Accuraoy testing on ENTITY's elcction ballot for

every Hart Hybrid voting maohines to be utilizcd by ENTITY during Early Voting

and Election Day;

Proourc, provide, preparc and code Elechonic Poll Book(s) per polting locations with
the Votci Registration Database. To inolude laptop(s)' raining for poll book,
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(B)

(F)

(G)

(H)

(J)

(L)

0)

iruurancc, and delivcry fce, as wcll as supplics such as, but not limitcd to labcls and

printer;

Provide and prcpare all mail-in ballot supplies, including applications, paper ballots,

cnvelopes and postage;

Provide aaining for JudgedClcrla;

Procure, providq prt?are, and distributc all ncccssary clection supplics, including:
l. Bollots Grint and distribution only);
2. Election kits and election papcrwork;
3. Ballot boxes and voting bootbs;

Providc cagcs ard covers, oage kit, to include, but not limited to suge protectors,

tape, prhter, hcadphoaes and scanner as wcll as supplies such as bags, aprons,

clipboards, pens, pencils, rulers, magnifiets, inkpads, screon cloths, sanitizers and

badges;

Pr€parc Writ of Election to clcotion officers and noticc of appointment to Presiding
judges, and noti$ the election judges ofthc datc, timo and plaoe of the eleotion as

required by law.

Prepare, distriburc, and publish joint noticc of election ac rcquired by Texas Election
Codc Seotion 4.003(a)(1) and Early Voting and Election Day schedules;

Notice will also be postcd on the Hidalgo County elections website as per Texas

Election Code Section 4.008.

Procure and pay election judges and olerks for Early Voting and districtwide Blcction
Day voting;

Pmvide general supervision during the contsactcd Election period. Advisory services
in oonnection with the decisions to bc made and the actions to be takcn by the

ENTITY may be provided on an as needed basis;

Procure and pay Ballot Board members;

Provide irfomration for eleclion officert;

Providc zuch inoidcntal related sorvicos as may be neccssary to conduct the eleotion;

Serrre as the Early Voting Clerk;

Establish a Ce.ntral Counting Station for thc purposc of tabulating ballots; and

(K)

(M)

(N)

(o)

(P)

(a)

(R)

(s)

(r)

Tabulato election rcsults in preparation for ENTITY's canvaesing.

Preserve looked ballot boxes containing voted ballots seouroly in a locked room for
60 days as requted by Toxas Electioa Code Section 66.058, at whioh time, the

records will be retained by the Hidalgo County Elections Administusfol fs servs gs

custodian for the remainder ofthe rwenty-two month preservation period.
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The ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR shall b€ the agent of the ENTITY for the

purposcs of contraoting with third parties with respeot to the eleotion expenses within
thc scope of the County Elections Administrator's duties;

The COUNTY shall file copies of this Contraot witb the County Treasurer and thc
County Auditor;

In accordance with Seotion 31,100(b) ofthc Texas Eleotion Code, only aotual
expenscs direotly attributable to this Contract may be paid. Thc ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR shall submit the aotusl costs for items contracted pursuant to the

Contract with thc ENTITY as soon as all invoiccs from third party vendorc are

reoeived;

If applicablq the COUNTY agrees to provide the election services desoribed herein

for a Runoff election.

i. The County may combine polling locations in accordance with scction 42.0051

of the Eleotion Codo, in order to properly supcnrise and conduot a Runoff clection.

ii. If a Runoff election is required, the ENIITY hereby agrces to the combining of
polling locatioos, in accordance with section 42.0051 ofthe Blcction Code.

iii. The COLINTY, through the ELECTIONS ADMIMSTRATOR, agrees to
provide to the ENTITY the costs for any Runoff Election eervioes to be rendercd
by the ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR'S office pursuant to the terms of this
ConEact as soon as practicable, once a Ruaofr is dotormined neocssary'

iv. In accordance with Section 3l.l00O) of the Texas Eleotion Code, only achral
expe res direotly athibutable to this Conhaot may be paid. The ELECTIONS
ADMINISTRATOR shall submit the aotual costs for items conEactcd pursuant to
the Contraot with the ENTITY as soon as sll invoices from third party vendora are

received regarding the Runoff.

(Y) Provide signage to be placed at cach polling location that shows Tcxas Penal Code
Section 46.03(a)(2) as it relates to prohibiting firearms on the premises ofa polling
place;

2.02 The ENTITY shall be rasponsible for pcrforming the following:

(A) Payur.cnt of all necessary election supplies ar required by the COUNTY, including
but not limited to ballots, election kits, mail-in ballot supplies, laptop rental, labels
and combination formr;

(B) Pay the proportionote cort ofjudges and elecfion workers for hourly pay zubmitted
by the County Eleotions A&rinistrator at the rate of$14.00 per hour for Election
Judges and $ 12.00 per hour for Altcmate Judges and Early Vqting Clcrlc for both
Early Voting and Election Day and pay the proportionate cost for tsaining ofJudges
and Clerks at the rate of $ 10.00 per hour per person.

(u)

(V)

09
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(c)

(D)

Reimburse the COUNTY for the cost for liability iusuraace oovcrage for elcction

workers employed for boih Barly Voting and Elcction Day;

Canvass the Blection Results for thc ENTITY'S goveming body;

(E) As stated in Scctioo 3 1.096 of the Texas Election Code' this Contraot may not

change:
(1) tho authority with whom applications of candidates for a place on a ballot arc

filed; and
(2) the authority with whom documents arc filed undcr Title 15. Undcr this

Conkact, the Hidalgo County Eleotions Administrator shall bc the oustodian of
voted ballots for 60 days after the date of thc clectior, as requircd by Tcxas

Election Code 66.058, at which time' thc records will be retained by the Hidalgo
County Elections Administrator to servc ss custodian for the remainder of the

twenty two month preservation pcriod.

(c)

Reimburse the COUNTY for any and all oosts asEociated with recounts and/or

elcction contegts associated with the election;

Confirm and/or oorrect the boundaries of thc political subdivision holding the

election on a map providcd by the County' Oncc coofirmed and/or corrcotod' Entity
ccrtifias the veracity of the boundarice and goographioal arta that rcpresents thc

Entity and thc ar€a subjoct to the elcction.

(F)

(H) If applicable, in considcration for the services providcd for a RunoffElection by the

CoUNry, theBNTITY agrees to payELECTIONS ADMIMSTRATOR forthe
costs of services for a Runoff eleotion.

(D Creato the appropriate ballot style and candidate placcment for the Entity's election.

Once confirmed and/or oorrected Bntity shall verifr the appropriateness of their
ballot undcr the law

(J) Procure Early Voting polling placcs and Election Day polling places; Provide contact

infomration on the approval (s) for the use of Early Voting and Election Day polling
locations.

ARTICLE III
SCHEDT]LE FOR PBRFORMANCE OF SERVICES

3 .0 I . Specifio servioes to be provided rclated to thc gcneral services identified in Article II
shall bc perfomred in acoordance with thc time requircrnents set out in the Texas Election
Code.

5
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ARTICLE TV
SERVICES NOT PROVIDED BY COT]NTY

4.0 I . ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR shall have no responsibility for ensuring the passagc

ofthe appropriatc Blcction Ordcr by the ENTITY, publinhing and (or) posting the

Election Order ag requircd by thc Texas Election Code section 3'(M(3), or Texas

Election Code 67,002(2) which is canvassing cleotion results. trn addition' ELECTIONS

ADMIMSTRATOR shall have no rcsponsibility for crcating tte appropriato ballot and

candidate placemcnt for the Entity's olcction'

ARTICLEV
TERM

5.01. Exccpt as hcreinaftcr ect oug the term of this Contsaot shall be from thc timc of execution

until all items urith rcspect to this Conhot and tho election held hereunder have bcen

completcd.
ARTICLEVI

COST OF SERVICB AND Bnr.ING
In considcrition for ttc servioes provided hercundcr by ELECTIONS ADMIMSTRATOR' the

ENTITY agrees to pay ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR for the following costs of sorvices:

6.01 IIART Hybrid:
(A) Onc base charge of$475.00 for Coding Hybrid voting machines, a $25.00 additional

charge per additional ballot stylos 6ad s minimun ofa $10.00 charge for requested

ohangcs on Coded Ballot;

@) A $ 10.00 reoording fee for each Audio File;
(C) Cost of creating elootion media, zuoh as but limited to V-drivcs, Verity Keys; erc. at

$100.00 per location.

@) The amount of $6 I 0.m leasing fee for each Verity Soan/ Ballot Box, a $ I 50.00 leasing

fec for eaoh Verity Duo Go (curtside) Voting Machine, a $465.00 leasing fcc for each

Vcrity ConEollcr, and a $447.00 leasing fcc for cach Vcrity Touch Duo Voting
Machinc;

@) Cost of dclivcry and pick-up of Verity Duo Voting Equipmcnt for Eaoh Voting and

Eleotion Day to iaclude fuel chargc and mileage at COUNTY's oost;

@) The above dcgcribed fees shall !6 1dfi1i6nglly oharged for any Runoff Election.

6.02 Electsonic Poll Book:

(A) Database access at $100.00 per day;

@) To include but not limited to the Early Voting and Election Day laptop rcntals st
$ 150.00 per location;

(C) Printcr label fee of $.03 per label (pricc zubject to change);

@)Crcation of separatc Uscrname and password for eaoh polling looation at $20.00 per

location;

6.03 Fec for Early Voting and Election Day Combination fomts, maps, election kits, Vcrity
Access Thcrmal codc papcr and 'MTED' stickers. One-hundred sample ballots at no
chargo with additional sample ballots at twonty cents per copy; No charge for provisional
bags, table tops ifnecessary, mail ballot box(es), custom signs and flags; aud PPE'S for
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poll workcrs.

6,04 Rcimbursement ofballot supplies, inoluding applioations, paper ballots, correspondenoe,

cnvelopes and postage at COUNTY's cost

6,05 Reimbursc,ment fec for publioations of all notices 8nd newspaper advcrtiscments, (if
apptcablQ

6.05 Reimburscment Eotal fee.s incurred for early voting polling placcs and Election Day
polling places, as ordered and if applicable;

6.07 (A) Cost ofjudgcs 8nd election workers for time worked to be submitted to the ENTIry
by the ELECTIONS ADMIMSTRATOR. The BNTITY shall reimburse the COUNTY
for a the cost ofpayrotl for eleotion workors at $14.00 pcr hour for Eleotion ludgo,

$12.00 per hour for Altematc Judgc and Clcrk(s); inoludcs cost ofpayroll for training of
Elcotion Judge, Altcmate Judgc and Clerk(s) at $10.00 pet hour pcr person;

@) Reimburse thc county for the oost of payroll overtime inourred by county for regular

full time county 
"mployees 

who work during the contractcd elcotion (cost to be shared

with eaoh contractcd entitY);

6,08 Pay for the cost oftho Ballot Board judge at $14,00 per hour and Ballot Board clerks at

$ I 2.00 pcr hour;

6,09 One oopy of canvass report prcvided to ENTITY at no charge; eaoh additional canvass

rcport requcstcd to be reimbuned by the ENTITY at COUNTY's cost;

6, I0 Roimbursemcnt to the COUNTY for thc cost of liability insuranoc covcragc as set by the

County for all election workcrs employed for the elections;

6. I I Reimbuncment to the COUNTY for the oost of the use of wireless cell phones at polling
looations with thc rate set by the wireloss vcndor at the time of usage whioh includes an

additional por minute fee as ohargcd by the vendor, a service chargo of $10,00 per phone

line and a vcndor base fee of $4.99 per phonc line;

6.12 Billing:

(A)The form of the invoioe to be used in thc final billing by thc COUNTY, inoludes a
good faith estimate of oosts qnd is attaohcd hcreto as Exhibil A.

(B) After tho election and as soon as practicablo, upon reoeiving final invoice from third
party vendors, thc ELECTIONS ADMINISTRATOR shall prepare and will scnd to
the ENTITY, a final itemizcd invoioe with the actual costs of the Election and will
inolude thc 10% Administative Fce of the actual oosts as set forth by Tcxas Eleotion
Cod€ Scc, 3 1.100 (d).

(C) Full palm.ent of tho remainiag balance, if any, shall bc madc by the ENTITY within
tbirty (30) days of receipt ofthe invoice.

@)Payment shall be madc by chcck payable to &e Hidalgo County Elections
Departnent.

@) Notioe. Except as may be otherwise speoifically providcd in this conhacl all
noticar, demands, rcqucsts or communication required or permitted hcreundcr shall
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7.01

8.01.

8.02.

be in writing and shall either be (i)persoually delivered agiin<t 6 wd6sa rcooipl or
(ii) sent by registcted or ccrtified nrail, retum reccipt rcquested, postage prepaid and
addressed to the parties at the addresses set forth below, or at such other addrqsses as

may have been theretofore specified by writtcn notice dclivered in aooordance

herewith:

Hilda Salinas
Elections Administrator
Hidalgo County Elections Dcpartmott
PO Box 659
Edinburg, Texas 78540

Carlos Ycrena
City Managet
307 s. 12'h st.
Donna, Texas, 78537

(F) Any balances, if any rcmain after the payncnt of all costs of election bills, shal I be

the property of the ENTITY and rctumed to it.

ARTICLEVtr

IF ANY OF THE ELECTION EQUIPMENT IS LOST, STOLEN, DESTROYED, OR
DAMAGED, TIIE CITY, SCHOOL DISTRICT OR ENTITY WHO LEASBD THE
EQIIIPMENT IS LIABLB FOR THE DAMAGE AND AGREES TO PAY T}M,
ADMIMSTRATOR THE COST OF THE REPLACEMENT OR RBPAIR OF THE
ELBCTION BQUIPMBNT SO I'ST, STOLEN DBSTROYED ORDAMAGBD.

ARTICLEVtrI
GENERAL PROVISIONS

This Conhaot shall be construed under and in accordance with the laws of the State of
Tcxas, and all obligations of the partics created hereunder are perfomrsble in Hi<lalgo
C,ounty, Texas.

In case any one or more of the provisions contained in this Contsact shall for any reasoa be
held to be invalid, illegal or uneirforceable in any rcspect, such invalidity, illegality or
unenforceability shall not affect any other provision thereofi, and this Conhact shall be
conetrued as if such invalid, illegal or ulenforceable provision had nevor beon coatained
hereia.

8.03. This Contract constitutcs the solc and only agreement ofthe partics hereto and supcrsedcs
any prior understanding or written or oral agreement betwccn the parties respccting the
wriucn subjcct mattcr.
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8.04. No amendment, modifioation, or altoration of the term hereof shall be binding unle*s the
same be in writing, dated subsequent to the date hereof and duly executed by the parties
hereto



SIGNED this

APPROVAL COUNTY OF HIDALGO:

BY:

RICHARD F. CORTEZ
COT]NTYJUDGE

ARTURO GUAJARDO, JR.

COUNTYCLERK

day of

City of Donns
ENTMY

Carlos Yerena, City

ATTEST:

2024

BY:

sv,-y'loaa.nt- 4anL
(

PRINT: 1rma- L ttz
TITLE: ,T

ELECTIONS ADMIMSTRATOR

HILDA SALINAS

APPROVED AS TO LBGAL FORM:

OFFICE OF CRIMINAL DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Toribio'"Terry" Palacios

BY:
Leigb Aon Tognoni,
Assistant Distict Aftorney

BY:

QfoJ,,N

BY:
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