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Environmental Assessment
Determinations and Compliance Findings
for HUD-assisted Projects
24 CFR Part 58

Project Information

Project Name: 2024-Elsa-Parks,-Recreational-Facility-Improvements

HEROS Number:  900000010429030

Start Date: 10/02/2024
Project Location: 616 W. Ciro Casares, Elsa, TX 78543

Additional Location Information:
Location: Mario Leal City Park: 616 W. Ciro Casares Elsa, TX 78543

Description of the Proposed Project [24 CFR 50.12 & 58.32; 40 CFR 1508.25]:
Project consists of the purchase and installation of lighting and all related appurtenances. Other expenditures
include professional engineering services, surveying, geotechnical and construction material testing fees, and

advertisement as they pertain to project completion.

Funding Information

Grant Number | HUD Program Program Name
B24-UC-48- Community Planning and Community Development Block Grants | $214,014.00
0501 Development (CPD) (CDBG) (Entitlement)

Estimated Total HUD Funded Amount:  $214,014.00

Estimated Total Project Cost [24 CFR 58.2 (a) (5)]: $214,014.00

Mitigation Measures and Conditions [CFR 1505.2(c]:

Summarized below are all mitigation measures adopted by the Responsible Entity to reduce, avoid or
eliminate adverse environmental impacts and to avoid non-compliance or non-conformance with the
above-listed authorities and factors. These measures/conditions must be incorporated into project
contracts, development agreements and other relevant documents, The staff responsible for
implementing and monitoring mitigation measures should be clearly identified in the mitigation plan.
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2024-Elsa-Parks,-Recreational- Elsa, TX 900000010429030
Facility-lmprovements

Law, Authority, or Factor Mitigation Measure or Condition

Permits, reviews, and approvals No permits, reviews, or additional approvals are
required for the construction of the Elsa Parks and
Recreation lighting project. The scope of work
involves minimal ground disturbance and takes place
within an existing developed public park, eliminating
the need for local, state, or federal permitting.

Project Mitigation Plan
No mitigation measures are required for this project as no significant adverse impacts were identified in the

environmental review process. The project will comply with all applicable regulations, and general
construction practices will ensure the site remains safe and clean.

Determination:

X Finding of No Significant Impact [24 CFR 58.40(g)(1); 40 CFR 1508.13] The project will not result
in a significant impact on the quality of human environment

] Finding of Si;rﬂjtcant hr),pa

Preparer Slgnatuélm‘% _— pate:_ o I(.ﬂ /;S_

Name / Title/ Organization:  Anita Jenny, Division Mgr. Ili/ / HIDALGO COUNTY

Certifying Officer Signature: 41/ Date: %/?/%{

Name/ Title: _Joel Rivera Ph.D. / UCPArector/ Authorized Signatory

This original, signed document and related supporting material must be retained on file by the
Responsible Entity in an Environment Review Record (ERR) for the activity / project (ref: 24 CFR Part
58.38) and in accordance with recordkeeping requirements for the HUD program(s).
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U.S, Department of Housing OMB No. 2506-0087
Request for Release of Funds and Urban Development (exp. 04/30/2027)

and Certification Office of Community Planning
and Development

This form is fo be used by Responsible Enlilies and Reclplents (as definad in 24 CFR 58.2) when reguesling the release of funds, and
requesting the authorily to use such funds, for HUD programs identified by stalutes lhat provide for the assumplion of the en vironmental
review respansibility by units of general tocal government and Stales. Publicreporting burden for this colieclion of informa tion is estimated
to average 36 minules per response, including the ime for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This agency may not conduct or spons or, and
a person is not required to respond lo, a collection of Informalion uniess that coflection displays a valid OMB control number,

Part 1. Program Description and Request for Release of Funds (to he completed by Responsible Entity)

1. Program Title(s) ] 2. HUD/State Identificallon Number | 3. Recipient Identificalion Number
[CDBG | B-24-UC-48-0501 (oplional)

4. OMB Catalog Numbei(s) ) 5. Name and address of responsible enfity

l Hidalgo County Urban Counly Program

6. For information aboul this request, contast {(name & phone number) 1916 T Street
. . a30ro otree
lJoel Rivera Ph.D. / UCP Director 956-787-8127 | ly 2° 200 aey

8, HUD or State Agency and office unit to recelve request 7. Name and address of recipient {i{ different than responsible entily)

HUD-San Antonio Office of Community Planning &
Development HF Garcia Federal Bidg./US
Courthouse 615 E. Houston St,, Suite 347, San
Anionio

The recipient(s) of nssistance under the program(s) listed above requests the release of funds and removal of environmental
grant condifions governing the use of the assistance for the following

9, Program Acllvily(les)/Project Name(s) 10. Localion {Sireet address, clly, counly, Stale}

b024 Elsa Parks and Recreational Facility
Improvements

14. Program Activily/Project Descriplion

Elsa Parks & Recreational Facilities Improvements $214,014.00

Project consists of the purchase and Installation of lighting and all related appurtenances. Other
expenditure include professional engineering services, surveying, geotechnical and construction
material testing fees, and advertisement as they pertain to project completion.

Previous edillons are obsolete form HUD-7015.15(1/99)




Part 2. Environmental Certification (to be completed by responsible entity)

With reference to the above Program Activity(ies)/Project(s), I, the undersigned officer of the responsible entity, certify that:

L. The responsible entity has fully canied out its responsibilities for environmental review, decision-making and action pertaining
to the project(s) named above.

2, The responsible entity has assumed responsibility for and complied with and will continue to comply with, the National

Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, and the environmental procedures, permit requirements and statutory obligations
of the laws cited in 24 CFR 58.5; and also agrees to comply with the authorities in 24 CFR 58.6 and applicable Statc and local

laws,

. The responsible entity has assumed responsibility for and complied with and will continue to comply with Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act, and its inplementing regulations 36 CFR 800, including consullation with the State Historic Preservation
Officer, Indian tribes and Native Hawaiian organizations, and the public,

4. After considering the type and degree of environmental effects identified by the environmental review completed for the proposed

project described in Part 1 of this request, [ have found that the proposal did did not mquirc the preparation and
dissemination of an environmental impact statement,

5. The responsible entity has disseminated and/or published in the manner prescribed by 24 CFR 58.43 and 58.55 a notice to t he public
in accordance with 24 CFR 58.70 and as evidenced by the attached copy (copies) or evidence of posting and mailing procedure.

6. The dates forall statutory and regulatory time periods for review, comment or other action are in compliance with procedures and
requirements of 24 CFR Part 58.

7. In accordance with 24 CFR 58.71(b), the responsible entity will advise the recipient (if different from the responsible entity) of
any special environmental conditions that must be adhered to in camying out the project.

W

As the duly designated certifying official of the responsible entity, I also cetify that:

8. lam authorized to and do consent to assume the status of Federal official under the National Environmental Policy Act o f 1969
and each provision of law designated in the 24 CFR 58.5 list of NEPA-related authorities insofar as the provisions of these laws
apply to the HUD responsibilities for environmental review, decision-making and action that have been assumed by the responsible
entity.

9. Tam authorized to and do accept, on behalf of the recipient personally, the jurisdiction of the Federal courts for the enforcement
of all these responsibilitics, in my capacily as certifying officer of the responsible entity.

Signature of Cerlifying Officer of the Responsible Entity Title of Cerlifying Officer L

]UCP Director / Authorized Signatory

7 Dale signed

i [06/23/2025

Address_of__(:erll_lfﬂ'ng_oiﬁcer . - _

Hidalgo Cotgnty Urban County Program
1916 Tesoro Street, Pharr, Texas 78577

Part 3. To be completed when the Recipient is not the Responsible Entity

The recipient requests the release of funds for the programs and activities identified in Part | and agrees to abide by the special
conditions, procedures and requirements of the environmental review and to advise the responsible entity of any proposed chan ge in
the scope of the project orany change in environmental conditions in accordance with 24 CFR 58.71(b).

Signature of Aulhorized Officer of the Recipient Title of Authorized Officer

Dale signed -
X

We, the undersigned, certify under penalty of perjury that the information provided above is true and correct, WARNING: Anyone who
knowingly submits a false claim or makes a false statement is subject to criminal and/or civil penalties, including confinement forup to 5
years, fines, and civil and administrative penaltics. (18 U.S.C. §§ 287, 1001, 1010, 1012, 1014; 31 U.S.C. §3729,3802)

Previous edilions are obsolele form HUD-7016.15 (1/99)
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Bush’s Points of Light aims to double US

EY THALIA BEATY
Assazisted Press

;’}.W onu;L\'nsﬂ - nr:::; 'nt
Light, the nonprofit fous
Fornier President George !I.\a
Bush, will lead an effort to double
the nunibes of penple wha ol
unteer with ULS. charirable orga-
nizatons from 75 inllion annu-
allyto 150 milion in 10 years.
he embldous  goal, an-
nounced [n New Orleans at the
foundation’s annual conference,
which concluded Friday, would
represent a inafor change In the
way Americans spend thele time
ll'lg interactwith nonprofits.

It aspires to mobilize people (o
volunteer with nonprofits In the
US. at a scale that only federal
!uozunu lile ArneriCorps have
nthe pasL.

It also colncldes with deep fed-
eral funding cuts that threaten
the financial stability of many
nonprofits and with an elfort
0 gut AmeriCotps programs,
which sent 200,000 volunteers

all erer the country. A judge on
Wednesday paused those cuts In
tome states, Wil had sued ilse
Trump adininlstration.

Jennlfer Sirangela, puestdent
and CEO of Polnts of Light, sald
that white the campalgn has
been fn development well before
the federal cuts, the nonprofit's
board members recently met and
declded to move forward,

"What our board said was,
“We have 1o do it now, We have
1 put the siake In the ground
nowe It's mote Imporant than
It was before the disruption of
AmeriCorps,'* she In an
fatendesy with e Assoclated
Press. She sald the nonprefit
alms toralse and spead $100 mil-
Fon wver the nevt three yxars to

support the goal.
Polnts o“" Hight, widch s

based In Avania, was founded
by Presideat George 11W. Bush
15 champlon s viston of vol.
unteerisan. It has canied on his
tradidon of giving out a daly
award to a volunteer around the

country, bulle & global nenvork
of volunteer organlzations and
culiivated corparate velunteer
programs,

Spealing Wednesday in New

HalGaw Histea | AP
Polnts of Ught peesident and CEQ Morider Srengelo and Neld Bush, cha',
2'%‘;5‘ 2 ths 2025 Ponds of Lt Confartres b New Odesns, Frdzg Jons 6,

Orleans, Polnts of Light's board
chale Neil Bush told the organiza-
tlon's annwal conference thatthe
capaciy volunteers add ta non.
profits will have a huge impact

vol

unteerism

on conununites.

"Our pulsslon Is to mal e volun-
teering and senvice easler, more
impactful, more sustalned,” Bush
sald. "Becawse, let's be hanesy,
the problemsinourcommunliles
aren't golng to ficthemselves,”

Accordingtoditafromthe US.
Census Dureau and AmeriCops,
the rate of panticipation has pla-
teaved sinee 2002, with a notice-
alie dip during the pandemic.

Susan M. Chambré, professor
emariia at Ranich 2 who
studled volunteerng for decades,
sald INN!DH}#N;FNI ofdou-
bitng the numbse of volunicers
was adminable but unrealistie,
given that volunteer rates have
notvaried stgnificanty over time.

But she sakl more research
s needed Into what motivates
volunteers, wilch would give In-
shght Into how 1o recult p e,
She alia sald volunteering has
becoine mare transactional uver
tmie, directed by stafl as op-
pasad to orgunized by volunteers
tremselves.

COMBINED NOTICE TO PUBLIC
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT AND NOTICE ON
INTENT TO REQUEST A RELEASE OF
FUNDS

Publicallon dale: Juns 7, 2025,

HIDALGO COUNTY - URBAN COUNTY PROGRAM
1916 Tesoro Streel, Pharr, Toxas 70577 - 956.767-0127
TO ALL NTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS, AND PERSONS:
These notices thall salisfy bao sepwate bul relaled procedwal requiements o
2cWhites 10 be undartaken by 1ho Hidalgo County Uiban Counly Program,
REQUEST OF RELEASE OF FUNDS

On or abead June 22, 2025, the 1fdalga County - Urban County Program will subai
arequest tatha US, Depadment of Housing and Urban Developmendt for tha relzasa
ol f2daral nds under Cormmunty Davelopment Dlock Grant funds undes Titlz 1ol tha
Housing and Community Development of the Actof 1674, 1o undertake tha foloulng
projects:
Project #1 Title: 2024 Elsa Parks & Recreational Improvements

Purpose: Tris project wil stow the residents to have an upgraded
Tghting ln Naria Leal City Parkln Tha Cy of Elsa, Taxas,
Location: 616\, Ciro Caceras Svest, Elsy, Texas 78543

Project Desciiplion: Project consists of the purchats and Installstion of Ighting
and 2l related appurienances. Other expenditure incuda
profassional enginaedng sanices, sunveying, geotechrical
and constuction maledal lesting feas, and adverdisement as

they paitain lo projact completon.

Project Issues: An Emirpamental assesement was compleled in compfance
with 24 CFR Pat 53,

Mitigstion Measures/ Thera s na Inslenca In which any typs of misgation, addtonal
consuilation and/or spadel peamittng Is

Conditlons/Permits  required.

(f ary):

Estmated Project Cosl: Tolal estimaled HUD hunds: §214,014.00

Tota profect €ost (HUD and non-HUD funds): $214,014.00

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

Hdalgo County Urban Ceunty Program has detesmined that tha peojects wil have ro
signficant impact on tha human embonmenl. Therelors, an Emionmental Impact
Statement under the National Ervironmental Polcy Actof 1969 (NEPA) Is not required.
A Emvkonmental Review Record (ERA) I whal documenls the emtonmental
detenminations for thase projects and Is on 19 at Hidalgo County Urban County
Pragram bocated ot 1918 Tesoro Steest, Phary, TX 78577 and can be examined or
copled waekdays 8:00 AL Lo 12:00 PN, and 1:00 PM, Lo 5:00 R, of by caling
Lhe UCP office Al 856-787-8127, Ho hurther emizonmental reiens of s34d projects
8 propased 10 ba conducled prior 1o tha request for relzasa of lederal hands,

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Nwmmmal foup, oF agancy may submil writlen comments on tha ERA by mad
L]

at
. Al comments receved by June
22 2025 wil ba consideced by tha Hidalga County Urban County Progeam por 1o
authorizing submission of a requast for 1¢8asa of lunds, Comments should specity
which Notics they & addiessing.

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION

The Hidaigo County Urban County Progiam cerifies to ths US. Depadment of
Houtling and Urban Developmant that Richard F. Cortez, in his capachy as Hidaigo
Counly Judge consents 1o accept the JurisdicBon of tha Federal Courls if an acton
Is brought to enforca responsbides In relation lo tha emicnmental 1enfew process
and thal thasa 1esponsibiies have baen satisfed. U.S, Depadment of Housng and
Uriban Development appeaval of the certfication satishies is responsbilties Lnder
HEPA and 1¢laled Lrws and suthorias and atows e Hidalga County Urban County
Program 1o usa Program kunds,

OBJEGTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

The US. Depatment ol Housing and Urban De (HUD) wil accept
objections lo its ral3sa of funds and the 1 daigo Cournty certifcation kv a padod
of kheen days foloning the antidpaled submisslon date of s actual recelpl of the
request fatichever Ls Iater) only il they are on one of tha folaaing bases: (a) That the
certdcation was nol, In fact, execuied by the cerdiying ofices of ths Hidalgo County;
ot (0) Hidalgo County has omilted a slep of fafled lo make a decislon of finding
1equited by HUD reguiations at 24 CFR; of () Tha grant rediplent or olhver paricipants
in tha develop { peocess has itted funds of inturred cosls ned authorzed
by 24 CFR Pa 58 before approval of arelaasa of funda by HUD; (d) anothir Fedual
agency acting pursuart 1o 40 GFA Part 1504 has submitied a wikten finding that tha
projectlyuasatisiactory fiom the stancpolnt of emrdronmental quasty, Objectons must
ba prepared and submitted via emal [n sccordance with tha required procedures
(24 CFR Par1 B8, Secllon £9,76 and shall be addressed to the HUD San antoalo
Fleld Office al: CPDAROFSANGhud gov . Polential objectors shousd contact the
HUO offca via emal o varity ha actual last day of tha cbjection parisd,

Jool Avera, P, D, Rchad F, Cotez
UCP Direclor Hidatga County Judge

AVISO COMBINADO AL PUBLICO
AVISO DE LA CONCLUSION DE
IMPACTO NO SIGNIFICATIVO Y AVISO
DE INTENCION DE SOLICITAR LA
LIBERACION DE FONDOS
Facha do publicacién: 7 de Junlo de 2025,

HIDALGO COUNTY - URBAN COUNTY PROGRAM
1916 Tesoro Streel, Pharr, Texas 78577 - 056-767-8127

ATODAS LAS AGENCILS, GRUPOS Y PERSONAS NTERESADAS:
Esto8 2/535 cumplan Con 08 reQuistios proadmenialss sipbadas pasa rea3ons 3ol prra bis
aclidades qua Brerd a cabd e Programa Wbaro €el Candada da Hidadpa.

SOLICITUD DE LIBERACION DE FONDOS
En o avededer dal 22 4 lunlo de 2025, el Programa Urbano del Condado da Hidasga
presentaduna sofand al Depatamenta da Vintenda y Desarrolio Urbano d2 las Estados
Un'dos para la Foeracién 69 londos lederalas bajo ¢l Programa da Subvendones para el
Dasanoto Comunitada (Communicy Devebpment Black Qrant) bajo e Taula | d2 la Ley
3 Vatenday Desarioto Comunlario ds 1974, prra Favar a cabo fos sipalentes proyectos:

TRvh del Peoyecto #1t Mejoras en Pargues y bstalscionss Recreathas da Elsa 2024

Prepdatio: Esta proyecto parmitrd alss resldentay ontu eon Lma luminacldn
majorada en & Parqua Maio Leal d2 a Gudad da Eksa, Teras,
Ublenetda: 816V Cro Caceses Steet, Elsa, Teuas 73543

Daseriptién del Prayacte: El proyicts cons!shs e la compea e inslalasin de tuminasidn y
tedos ks azeasadios rabistanades. Ouos gasiot intLyen sanidos
prefesionalzs da inganienda, ke ferdas bopagrd5:0s, esudios
Qeclbenitos y pruebas ds malerizles o constuceidn, 84 como
PO reladionsda con L Inadzacin dal proyecto

Protlemas del Proyucio: Se comgletd una Evaluadin Ambienial en cumplmisnto con o
TivAa 24 64 CAdga da Reguiacionas Fedarales (24 CFR) Pata 53,

Medidas de Mivgackia/Na edsle oguna inslancia en L qua sea necesads epficar 23300
Fpa damrgatida,

Conglelant s Parminss consula adicional yo parmisas espadialss.

(e caso da exisi):

Cota Es¥mada del Proyecta: Tola] estimada da leadas do HUD: $20401400

Coata Tkt dal Progjecta (Fondos da HUD y Fordas NoreaFonados conHUD):  $214.014.00

DETERMINACION DE LA AUSENGIA DE UN IMPACTO
SIGNIFICATIVO

E] Projrama Ubing &4 Condada de Hd'pa ha delermingdo qua bos proyectos na lendedn
un Impacts signfcalio en o endamd humand. Por b Lano, nd 88 16quiers una Deslwacidn
3 Impacid Amblental corforma a la Ley da Pelica Ambiendal Hackonal da 1869 (VEPA). Un
Regisbo da Redslin Amb'ealal (ERM) €3 ¢ dosuments qua documenta ls deleminasonss
ambisnialas para e4ho3 proyectos y 8 endutnba krchiedd & ol Programa Uibino dd
Cardada da Hdalgs, ubicado en 1916 Tesora Sest, Pharr, TK 78577,y puada 641 0aminade
0copladade bt aviernas d2 800 AN a 1200 Py da 1:00PM. a5.00PM o lamando a
L1 ofina da UCP 21955-787-8127. N 14 peopond 1aalzar re{eanas amblerdalis sddonakss
62 dchos proyeitos anles da la scioind da beraciin da landss fadarales.

COMENTARIOS PUBLICOS
Cualquierindividud, grupd 0 entdad puada emdy comentarios por eserto 1ebes of EAN poe
coned &l Programa Urbend del Condada 64 Hidalpo, en b dircocién 1916 Tesoro Shesd,
Pnan, Teras 78577, 0p Fatrdnl; pEco Ndalgatius Todashas comentanios
recibidos arlas 64l 22 da Jnia da 2025 serdn considerados por el Projrams Urbaso del
Condad da Hidalgo anles ds aacrlzar L presintasiéa da una scliaiud da Tberacia da
Fandos. Los comantados drdan espaciiar a qui Avso estin hastends referencia.

CERTIFICACION AMBIENTAL
Bl Projrama Wrband del Condado & Hdalp) cetfica anly o Depatamenty da Videnda
y Dasanci Ucbano ¢a s Estadas Unidos qua Richard F, Cortes, e sy capasidad da Jusx
4l Ceandndy ds HANp), 41 gy eonuentimisnts pyra stephar I furlsdiociin da B3 Tribunatas
Feduales en ¢330 €9 Qub 80 prestoles nd 82k para hacts cumplr las réspansabidades
ik £ daredsin amblenisly qus esastaspontabidaies sahan
La gprcbackin 64l Dapararents da Videnda y Dasandho Ubano de 1os Esiadas Unidoa da la
cantfcasiin safeface pus responsabldaces bajo NEPAy las bajes y autoddadas relscdaradas, y
prrmta B Progy ama Ubang del Condsso da Hduspd el ks londss dal Programa.

OBJECIONES A LA LIBERACION DE FONDOS

El Deprtamnto ds Vifanda y Dasarclia Urbano da bos Estadas Unidos (HUD) aceptard
ctjacionas o b Foaacidn da fandat y La cerficactin dal Condado do Hida\go durants un

da quince 0'as despuls da la facha 2nicipada da preasentacidn o fu ricepain
183l da La soleud (19 qua ooara mis Larde), sobd ¢l 32 basen e una da las sgientes
razenes: (3) qua I Cartfeadién nd g e]acutada d hacha pavr o hindanada cedAcanta
¢l Condada ¢ Hdalgo; o (b) que ¢l Condada da Hdalgo ha omitdo un paso o o ha
fomady un dedisién o halarga requendo por bis regulaciones del HUD en 24 CFA; 0
{c) d benttclads da L1 subwenciin U ooy patidipntes en ¢l proc450 de dessioto han
compromitda 139303 0 Incumida en cotlos no audedzados por 24 CFA Parle 54 anles
d4 12 aprobecién da s R azidn da fandos por pirts del HUD; o (d) o a agancla federal
qu3 &2t ds conformidad con 40 CFR Parts 1504 ha praantado un hallazga per eserito
€4 que @ proyicta es insaiaciono desde el punto de visla da I cafdad ambiental
Las objecianas dabin sa¢ peeparadas y emdadas por eoneo decrdn'eo da acuada ton
b3 procedmientos requendos (24 CFR Pada £8, Seccién §4.76) y deben digrie s a
Ofdina da Campd da HUD e $31 Anlavo a la sigufente dreccidn 69 conea eltrdalon:
3 Los posbies objclares deden panuss en condsila con la
ohcina de HUO par coned eleckéaico puraverifos el (hima 0'a real il peroda da cdfeddn,

Jood Rooees, Ph. D, Richud F, Coxtez
UCP Dirgctor Hdalga County Judgs
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THE MONITOR

PUBLISHER’S AFFIDAVIT
State of Texas
County of Hidalgo

Mercedes Contreras heing duly sworn
on her oath states that she is the Legal
Account  Representatve of THE
MONITOR a semi-weekly newspaper in
Hidalgo County and that the attached
notice did print in the following issue:

June 7, 2025

Bq’](\_m.»-‘, Cm o

Subscribed and sworn to hefore me this
the 16th day of June A.D. 2025

St B ..M &
4, 1287 “\\\\\

”
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