
LOCAL GOVERNMENT CODE

TITLE 8. ACQUISITION, SALE, OR LEASE OF PROPERTY

SUBTITLE B. COUNTY ACQUISITION, SALE, OR LEASE OF PROPERTY

CHAPTER 262. PURCHASING AND CONTRACTING AUTHORITY OF COUNTIES

SUBCHAPTER A. GENERAL PROVISIONS

Sec. 262.001.  APPOINTMENT OF AGENT TO MAKE CONTRACTS.  (a)  The

commissioners court of a county may appoint an agent to make a contract on

behalf of the county for:

(1) erecting or repairing a county building;

(2) supervising the erecting or repairing of a county building;

or

(3) any other purpose authorized by law.

(b) A contract or other act of an agent appointed under this section

that is properly executed on behalf of the county and is within the agent's

authority binds the county to the contract for all purposes.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 262.002.  AUTHORITY TO PURCHASE ROAD EQUIPMENT AND TIRES THROUGH

COMPTROLLER.  (a)  The commissioners court of a county may purchase through

the comptroller road machinery and equipment, tires, and tubes to be used

by the county.

(b) The commission must purchase an item under this section on

competitive bids and in accordance with any rules of the commission.

(c) A purchase under this section must be made on the requisition of

the commissioners court.  When the court sends the requisition to the

commission, the court must include with the requisition a general

description of the item desired and a certification of the funds available

to pay for the item.

(d) The commission may adopt rules to carry out the purpose of this

section.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Amended by:

Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 937 (H.B. 3560), Sec. 1.101, eff.

September 1, 2007.
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Acts 2007, 80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 937 (H.B. 3560), Sec. 1.102, eff.

September 1, 2007.

Sec. 262.003.  SMALL, SOLE-SOURCE PURCHASE EXEMPT FROM COMPETITIVE

BIDDING.  (a)  Any law that requires a county to follow a competitive

procurement procedure in making a purchase requiring the expenditure of

$100,000 or less does not apply to the purchase of an item available for

purchase from only one supplier.

(b) If a county makes a purchase covered by Subsection (a), the

county auditor or other appropriate county officer or employee may not

refuse payment for the purchase because a competitive bidding procedure was

not followed.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.  Amended by Acts

1993, 73rd Leg., ch. 757, Sec. 12, eff. Sept. 1, 1993;  Acts 2001, 77th

Leg., ch. 115, Sec. 4, eff. Sept. 1, 2001.

Amended by:

Acts 2009, 81st Leg., R.S., Ch. 1266 (H.B. 987), Sec. 3, eff. June 19,

2009.

Acts 2025, 89th Leg., R.S., Ch. 256 (S.B. 1173), Sec. 5, eff.

September 1, 2025.

Sec. 262.004.  CONTRACT AND OTHER INSTRUMENTS VEST RIGHTS IN COUNTY;

SUIT ON CONTRACT OR OTHER INSTRUMENT.  (a)  A note, bond, bill, contract,

covenant, agreement, or writing in which a person is bound to a county, to

the court or commissioners of a county, or to another person for the

payment of a debt or for the performance of a duty or another action for

the county vests in the county the same right, interest, or action that

would vest in any other person if the contract had been made with that

other person.

(b) A suit may be initiated and prosecuted on an instrument covered

by Subsection (a) in the name of a county, or in the name of the person to

whom the document was made for the use of the county, in the same manner

that any other person may sue on a similar document made to that person.

Acts 1987, 70th Leg., ch. 149, Sec. 1, eff. Sept. 1, 1987.

Sec. 262.005.  APPLICATION OF OTHER LAW.  The purchasing requirements

of Section 361.426, Health and Safety Code, apply to county purchases made

under this chapter.
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