
STATE OF TEXAS § 
COUNTY OF HIDALGO § 

INTERLOCAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN THE VANGUARD ACADEMY AND 

COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS - FOOD REGULATION INSPECTION SERVICES 

This Agreement is made effective as of this 10th day of November, 2026, by and 
between the COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS hereinafter referred to as "County," and the 
VANGUARD ACADEMY, hereinafter referred to as "District" pursuant to the provisions of the 
Texas lnterlocal Cooperation Act, the "Act", as follows: 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the County is authorized under Texas Health and Safety Code Chapter 437 and 
the Texas Food Establishment Rules to conduct food safety inspections and enforce 
applicable public health requirements; 

WHEREAS, public school food service operations are exempt from County permitting 
requirements but remain subject to routine food safety inspections; 

WHEREAS, the Hidalgo County Commissioners Court has adopted an Annual Food Safety 
Inspection Fee applicable to public educational institutions, which includes two (2) routine 
inspections annually for each participating campus together with an authorized fee for 
re-inspection services; 

WHEREAS, the District operates food service programs that prepare, store, handle, and 
serve food to students, faculty, staff, and other authorized individuals; 

WHEREAS, the Parties recognize that routine food safety inspections, technical assistance, 
employee education, and open communication contribute to safer food service operations 
and reduce the likelihood of foodborne illness; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties desire to establish the terms and conditions under which the 
Regulatory Authority will provide food safety inspection services for the District's food service 
operations. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the District and County, for and in good valuable consideration of the 
mutual covenants acknowledged and expressed hereinafter, agree as follows: 

1. The County, acting through the Hidalgo County Health & Human Services Department,
Environmental Health Division ("HCHHSD"), shall provide routine food safety
inspection services for the District's participating food service operations identified in
Exhibit "A" attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

2. The County shall conduct two (2) routine food safety inspections annually at each
participating campus. Routine inspections shall be conducted by authorized
Environmental Health personnel and may be performed with or without prior notice
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during normal food service operations. 

3. The County shall provide all personnel, inspection forms, equipment, and materials
necessary to perform the inspection services described herein at its sole cost and
expense, except as otherwise provided in this Agreement.

4. The County shall provide inspection reports following each routine inspection
identifying observed conditions, applicable food safety violations, recommended
corrective actions, and educational guidance, when appropriate.

5. If the County identifies significant or recurring violations, an imminent health hazard, or
other conditions that may affect the District's compliance with applicable state or
federal school nutrition program requirements, the County may provide copies of
inspection reports or otherwise notify the Texas Department of Agriculture (TOA), Food
and Nutrition Division, or any other agency having regulatory oversight, as authorized
or required by applicable law.

6. The County may provide technical assistance and consultation to the District regarding
food safety practices, employee health, sanitation, equipment, kitchen renovations,
emergency food operations, and other matters related to compliance with applicable
food safety laws and regulations.

7. The District shall provide County personnel reasonable access to all participating food
service operations during normal operating hours and shall cooperate with inspection
activities by providing access to food preparation areas, storage areas, equipment,
records, and other information reasonably necessary to complete an inspection.

8. The District agrees that the County shall assess and collect the following inspection
fees in accordance with the fee schedule adopted by the Hidalgo County
Commissioners Court:

• Annual Food Safety Inspection Fee - Two Hundred Dollars ($200.00) per
participating campus, which includes two (2) routine food safety inspections
annually.

• Re-Inspection Fee - One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) for each re-inspection
requested by the District to verify correction of previously identified
violations.

The Parties acknowledge that inspection fees may be amended by future action of the 
Hidalgo County Commissioners Court. The County shall provide written notice of any 
approved fee changes prior to implementation. 

9. Following completion of a routine inspection, the District may request that the County
conduct a re-inspection to verify correction of previously identified violations.
Re-inspections requested by the District shall be scheduled based upon staff
availability and shall be subject to the applicable re-inspection fee.

10. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall limit the County's authority to conduct
inspections or investigations authorized by applicable law, including inspections
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necessary to address an imminent health hazard, investigate suspected foodborne 
illness, respond to complaints, or protect public health. Such inspections shall not be 
considered re-inspections. 

11. The District acknowledges that participation in this Agreement does not create or
require the issuance of a County food establishment permit. Public school food service
operations remain permit exempt as provided by applicable law but continue to be
subject to routine food safety inspections and applicable food safety requirements.

12. The County shall not be responsible for the day-to-day operation, management,
maintenance, or supervision of the District's food service operations. The District shall
remain solely responsible for maintaining continuous compliance with applicable food
safety laws and regulations between inspections.

13. The County shall not be liable for damages arising from the operation of the District's
food service facilities, except as provided by applicable Texas law. Nothing contained
herein shall be construed as a waiver of governmental immunity or any defense
available to the County under the Constitution or laws of the State of Texas.

14. The District shall designate a primary contact to coordinate inspection scheduling,
receive inspection reports, and facilitate communications with the County. The County
shall likewise designate an Environmental Health representative to serve as the
primary point of contact for administration of this Agreement.

15. Term. This lnterlocal Agreement shall be in full force and effect for a period of one (1)
year from the effective date indicated above. The agreement will automatically renew
annually under the same rates, terms, and conditions unless sooner terminated as
provided herein.

16. Termination. Either party may terminate this Agreement upon (30) days written notice
to the non-terminating party for any reason or no reason at all.

17. Conflict with applicable Law. Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to require
the commission of any act contrary to law, and whenever there is any conflict between
any provision of this agreement and any present or future law, ordinance or
administrative, executive or judicial regulation, order or decree, or amendment thereof,
contrary to which the parties have no legal right to contract, the latter shall prevail, but
in such event the affected provision or provisions of this Agreement shall be modified
only to the extent necessary to bring them within the legal requirements and only
during the time such conflict exists.

18. No Waiver. No waiver by any party hereto of any breach of any provision of this
Agreement shall be deemed to be a waiver of any preceding or succeeding breach of
the same or any other provision hereof.

19. Entire Agreement. This Agreement contains the entire contract among the parties
hereto, and each party acknewledges that no other party has made (either directly or
through any agent or representative) any representation or agreements in connection
this Agreement not specifically set forth herein. This agreement may be modified or
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amended only by agreement in writing executed by District and County and not 
otherwise. 

20. Texas Law to Apply. This Agreement shall be construed under and in accordance
with the laws of the State of Texas and all obligation of the parties created hereunder
are performable in Hidalgo County, Texas. The parties hereby consent to personal
jurisdiction in Hidalgo County, Texas. ·

21. Notice. Except as may be otherwise specifically provided in this Agreement, all
notices, demands, requests, or communication required or permitted hereunder shall
be in writing and shall either be (i) personally delivered against a written receipt, or (ii)
sent by registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, postage prepaid, and
addressed to the parties at the addresses set forth below, or at such other addresses
as may have been theretofore specified by written notice delivered in accordance
herewith:

If to Hidalgo County: Hidalgo County Health & Human Services 
Attn: Dairen Sarmiento Rangel, Director 
1304 South 25th Avenue 
Edinburg, Texas 78542 

If to VANGUARD ACADEMY: VANGUARD ACADEMY 
Attn: Galina Reyes 
Address: 135 E, Bus Hwy 83 

Alamo. TX 78516 

Any other demand, request or communication which shall be delivered or mailed in the 
manner described above shall be deemed sufficiently given for all purposes at such 
time as it is personally delivered to the addressee or, if mailed, at such time as it is 
deposited in the United States mail. 

22. Additional Documents. The parties hereto covenant and agree that they will execute
such other and further instruments and documents as are or may become necessary or
convenient to effectuate and carry out the terms of this Agreement.

23. Successors. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the
parties hereto and their respective heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives,
successors, and assigns where permitted by this Agreement.

24. Assignment. This Agreement shall not be assignable.

25. Headings. The headings and captions contained in this Agreement are solely for
convenient reference and shall not be deemed to affect the meaning or interpretation of
any provision of paragraph hereof.

26. Gender and Number. All pronouns used in this Agreement shall include the other gender,
whether used in the masculine, feminine or neuter gender, and singular shall include the
plural whenever and so often as may be appropriate.
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33. Severability. Should any phrase, clause, sentence, or section of this Agreement be
judicially declared to be invalid, unenforceable, or void, such decision will not have the
effect of invalidating or voiding the remainder of this Agreement, and such part of the
Agreement will be deemed to have been stricken herefrom, and the remainder of this
Agreement will have the same force and effect if such part or parts had never been
included herein.

[SIGNATURE PAGE TO FOLLOW] 
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WITNESS THE HANDS OF THE PARTIES effective as of the day and year first written above. 

APPROVED BY COMMISSIONERS' COURT ON November 10. 2026. 

Agenda Item No. 105198 Executive Office: ____ _ 

VANGUARD ACADEMY: 

Dr. Marisol Rocha Superintendent 

COUNTY OF HIDALGO, TEXAS: 

Hon. Richard F. Cortez, County Judge 

ATTEST: 

Arturo Guajardo, Jr., County Clerk 

APPROVED AS TO FORM 
Office of the Hidalgo County 

Criminal District Attorney, 

Toribio "Terry" Palacios 
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Michelle Lopez Assistant District Attorney

Lizzeth Solis
Rectangle




