' Hidalgo County Purchasing Department
NG 2812 S. Business Highway 281
New Administration Building
Edinburg, Texas 78539

(956) 318-2626/ Fax: (956) 318-2629
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March 5, 2014

'RECEIVED AR - § 204
The J. Ramirez Law Firm R

Attn: Honorable Jesus Ramirez
Ebony Park, Suite B
N. Veterans Blvd.

San Juan, Texas 78539

Honorable Ramirez:

Enclosed for your signature, are two sets of the “Letter Of Engagement” between Hidalgo County and The J.
Ramirez Law Firm for the “Bond Counsel” services.

Pl€ase sign and return back so as to route the documents for the rest of the applicable signatures. Iwill forward a set
back to the Tirm for your records upon full execution.

ﬁnk you, -
Vangiz Y. Gai/

ontract’s Manager
Hidalgo County

2812 S. Business Highway 281 ¢ Edinburg, Texas 78539 < Phone (956) 318-2626 - Fax (956) 318-2629
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Purchasing Department - Marty Salazar:

Notes:

A. FOR ANY CONTRACT(S) AWARDED AND APPROVED UNDER THIS
AGENDA; E , 'TED COPIES OF THE CDNTRACT(S) WILL BE
AVAILAB = d,N THE"COUNTY INTRA NET WEBSITE AND WILL BE
F@WARD VIA E‘MAIL FAX OR HANI DELIVERED TO HIDALGO
COUNTY AUDITOR'S OFFICE.

B. ANY AND ALL REQUESTS FOR PAYMENT(S) APPROVED WILL BE
UBJYECT TO COUNTY AUDITORS PROGESSING PROGEDURES
INCLUDING AUTHORITY FOR COUNTY TREASURER TO ISSUE
PAYMENT(S)/GHECK(S).

Hidalgo County

A. Pursuant to Article 13.3.3.1, AlA-Form of Agreement between HC &
Alcocer-Garcia Associates, project architect for: Renovations/Remodeling of
1st & 2nd Floors of former Administration Building located at 100 E. Cano,
Edinburg, Texas confirmation of notification to architect (through Purchasing

Dept. after full consultation with Executive Officer) to proceed and engage

services of appropriate professional services consultant to assess substance
found by General Contractor in an area (as yet not surveyed due to
continuous occupancy); or, in the alternative:

NO ACTION taken on this Item.

B. Through HC's membership/participation with The Interlocal Purchasing
System (TIPS), authority to accept and approve proposals awarded TIPS
vendor (AAMECC) for the testing of identified suspicious (possibly ACM)
including the writing of specifications for abate/remediation and monitoring
services including the issuance of applicable POs.

On motion by COMMISSIONER PCT. 1, A.C. CUELLAR, JR., seconded
by COMMISSIONER PCT. 3, JOE M. FLORES, the Court made a
UNANIMOUS vote of approval.

Vote: 5 -0 - Unanimously

Approval for the automatic extension of a successive one (1) year term (as
provided in the letter of engagement) with The J. Ramirez Law Firm, fka,
Ramirez & Guerrero, for continued provision of services as Bond Counsel for
Hidalge County.

On motion by COMMISSIONER PCT. 4, JOSEPH PALACIOS,

seconded by COMMISSIONER PCT. 1, A.C. CUELLAR, JR., the
Court made a UNANIMOUS vote of approval.

Vote: 5 - 0 - Unanimously
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Al-42833 Purchasing Department  41. A. 3.
CC REGULAR
Meeting Date: 02/11/2014

Submitted For: Martha L. Salazar, CPPB, Submitted By:
' Purchasing Agent

Department: PURCHASING DEPT.

Vangie Garcia, PURCHASING DEPT.

Information
CAPTION
Approval for the automatic extension of a successive one (1) year term (as provided in the letter of

engagement) with The J. Ramirez Law Firm, fka, Ramirez & Guerrero, for continued provision of
services as Bond Counsel for Hidalgo County.

BACKGROUND

Agreement shall be automatically extended for successive one year terms however is placed on yearly
basis pursuant to fiscal budgetary purposes. Effective date March 16, 2014 with ending date of March
15, 2015 for said extension.

. Fiscal Impact
FISCAL YEAR: 2014 ACCT. #: 1100-415-30-125-006-0-339

FUNDS AVAILABLE Y/N?: MATCHING FUNDS Y/N?:
BUDGETARY IMPACT:
FISCAL YEAR: ACCT. #:
FUNDS AVAILABLE Y/N?: MATCHING FUNDS Y/N?:
BUDGETARY IMPACT:

Available funding as of 01/24/14: $257,489.78

Attachments
Agreement and legal's approval

Form Review

Inbox Reviewed By Date
Purchasing Department Marty Salazar 01/31/2014 04:49 PM
Budget & Management Debbie Tamez 02/04/2014 10:28 AM
Purchasing Department Marty Salazar 01/31/2014 04:49 PM
Budget & Management Debbie Tamez 02/04/2014 10:28 AM

Glinda Pacheco
Auditor's Office

Form Started By: Vangie Garcia Started On: 01/24/2014 10:23 AM
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January 24, 2014

The J. Ramirez Law Firm certified Mail: 7099-3220-002-9745-4438
Ebony Park, Suite B, Email: dcepeda@rg-legal.com

N. Veterans Blvd.

San Juan, Texas 78589

Re:  Renewal Of Bond Counsel Agreement
Honorable Jesus Ramirez;

Hidalgo County Purchasing Department will be requesting Commissionets’ Court approval of the annual
automatic one (1) year renewal term for the County’s Letter Of Engagement with The J. Ramirez Law Firm
for the “Bond Counsel” services pursuant to the same rates, terms and conditions of the agreement.

Please acknowledge receipt of this notice of placement on the Commissioners’ Court meeting of Tuesday,
February 11, 2014 for discussion, consideration and action, by signing below and returning to the
Purchasing Department, by no later than 10:00 a.m., Wednesday, January 29, 2014 and or soonet, if
possible, via facsimile to (956) 956-318-2629 or email to: evangelina.garcia@co.hidalgo.tx.us so as to meet
the agenda request form deadlines.

In addition, since the name of the firm has been changed, please forward an updated letter of engagement
with the new name of the firm with the same rates, terms and conditions as the current agreement in place.

Additionally, we are requesting your company provide an updated cetrtificate of insurance as
required through Hidalgo County’s Request for (Bid, Quote, Proposal; Statement of Qualification,
if applicable).

Should you have any questions or require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at
(956) 318-2626. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated and we hope your company continues
its business relationship with Hidalgo County.

Sincerely,
Vangie Y. Garcia, Contract’s Manager
Hidalgo County Purchasing Department



THE J. RAMIREZ LAW FIRM

Attorneys at Law
700 N. Veterans Blvd., Ste. B
San Juan, Texas 78589
Phone: (956) 502-5424
Fax: (956) 502-5007

February 4, 2014

Hon. Ramon Garcia
County of Hidalgo

100 E. Cano

Edinburg, Texas 78539

Re: Engagement of Bond Counsel
Honorable Judge Garcia:

We are pleased to submit to you a proposed agreement for The J. Ramirez Law Firm to serve as Bond
Counsel with respect to one or more series of obligations (including new money bonds, refunding bonds,
personal property finance obligations and lease and lease purchase and installment purchase agreements) that
the County of Hidalgo (the "Issuer") intends to issue, or may issue in the future, for the purposes, respectively,
of construction of improvements, purchase of personal property and/or to refund or restructure its existing debt
service or lease-purchase revenue bonds through a public facilities corporation (hereinafter referred to as the
"Obligations"). When approved by you, this letter will become effective and will evidence an agreement
between the Issuer and The J. Ramirez Law Firm, Bond Counsel. Our fees are billed only if the obligations are
issued. Any out-of-pocket costs are reimburseable.

Basic Services

Bond Counsel will prepare, or assist the Issuer in the preparation of, all required legal documents and
proceedings and will perform all other necessary legal work in connection with the Issuer's authorization,
issuance and sale of each series of the Obligations. Our services as Bond Counsel will include the following
Basic Services, which we will carry out directly or in concert with officials, staff, and consultants of the Issuer:

(1) Preparation of all notices (including notices of public meetings, notices and resolutions regarding
reimbursement bonds and published notices), resolutions and orders (including those governing calling bond
elections), resolutions and other legal proceedings necessary to authorize issuance of each series of the
Obligations, and all other instruments which comprise the transcript of legal proceedings of the Issuer
pertaining to the authorization, issuance and sale of each such series;

(2) Attendance of all meetings called or arranged by or on behalf of the Issuer or Issuer personnel (or
their representatives) who are responsible for the issuance, sale and delivery of the Obligations, to the extent
required or requested by such persons, to discuss the legal aspects of the Obligations, including but not limited
to the sizing, timing or sale of each series of the Obligations;



(3) Consultation with Issuer officials and staff and the Issuer's financial advisors and independent
auditors to review information to be included in the offering documents for each series of the Obligations;

(4) Preparation and submission, as required by law, of transcripts of legal proceedings pertaining to the
issuance of each series of the Obligations to the Attorney General of Texas;

(5) Supervision of the printing of each series of the Obligations and the delivery thereof to the
purchasers, including, if requested, solicitation of bids from bond printers under the direction of the County
Judge or financial advisor or other Issuer personnel who are responsible for the issuance, sale and delivery of
the Obligations, to obtain the lowest responsible printing costs for the Issuer;,

(6) At the closing of each series of the Obligations, delivery of an approving opinion, based on facts
and law existing as of its date, which shall be fully acceptable in the national public finance field, generally to
the effect that such series has been duly issued, executed and delivered in accordance with the Constitution and
laws of the State of Texas, that the Obligations of each series constitute valid and legally binding obligations of
the Issuer secured by a lien on and pledge of, as appropriate, ad valorem taxes, revenues, or other available
funds of the Issuer pledged to their payment in the respective Bond Order (subject to bankruptcy, insolvency,
reorganization, moratorium and other similar laws in effect from time to time relating to or affecting the
enforcement of rights of creditors, and the Issuer) and that interest on such series of the Obligations is
excludable from the gross income of the owners thereof for federal income tax purposes under then existing
law; provided that after the closing we do not undertake to provide continuing advice concerning any actions
necessary to assure that interest paid on the Obligations will continue to be excluded from gross income for
federal income tax purposes; and

(7) Prior to and in connection with the closing of each series of the Obligations, preparation and
delivery of a Tax Exemption and No-Arbitrage Certificate that will enable appropriate officials of the Issuer to

comply with the arbitrage requirements of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 as they affect the Obligations,
including yield restrictions and rebate requirements.

Compensation
A base fee of $15,000 for up to $3,000,000.00 in principal amount of bonds;
$1,000 for every $1,000,000 from $3,000,000 to $20,000,000;
$750 for every $1,000,000 from $20,000,000 and above

Additional Services

In addition to the foregoing Basic Services, as Bond Counsel, The J. Ramirez Law Firm is prepared to
undertake the following Additional Services, as requested by the Issuer or Issuer's personnel who are
responsible for the issuance, sale and delivery of the Obligations. Services rendered in connection with calling
a bond election limited to preparing a bond election order, preparing an order for appointment of early voting
and election personnel, preparing form notices of the election, preparing a letter request for pre-clearance under
Section 5 of the Voting Rights Act, and providing advisory opinions to the Issuer related to calling and
publicizing the election and to the appointment of early voting and election personnel will be billed at a flat fee
of $3,000.00. The fee for any additional services which do not constitute direct bond counsel fees but are
needed in connection with, resolving a legal issue, will be at an hourly rate of $200.00 or $175.00, depending
on lawyer assigned.



The compensation for legal services stated herein will be contingent on the Issuer’s sale of any bonds
authorized for issuance.

Bond Counsel will be reimbursed for up to a maximum $1,000.00 of its reasonable and actual out-of-
pocket expenses, such as the cost of reproduction of documents, out-of-town travel, long distance telephone,
telegraph, telex and similar expenses, deliveries, and for the actual cost of all items paid for by Bond Counsel
on behalf of the Issuer, incurred in connection with the performance of all services hereunder. All of the
expenses of Bond Counsel will be reasonable and expenses which may exceed $1,000.00 will be subject to
prior approval of the Issuer. The Attorney General filing fees and the costs of printing the bonds will be the
responsibility of issuer.

Payment to Bond Counsel for all services shall be payable only out of the proceeds of the sale of each
series of the Obligations and shall be contingent upon the sale and delivery of each series of the Obligations
during the term of this agreement.

The term of this agreement shall be for one year from the date of its approval by the Issuer, but shall be
automatically extended for successive one year terms unless the Issuer gives us notice of termination during the
last month of any term. Additionally, the Issuer may at any time terminate this agreement by giving us 30 days
written notice of termination.

No provision of this agreement shall be deemed to be an agreement or undertaking of any member of
the Commissioners Court or any official or employee of the Issuer, and no such member, official or employee
shall be personally liable in connection herewith or be subject to any personal liability or accountability by
reason of the terms hereof.

If this proposed agreement for the services of The J. Ramirez Law Firm as Bond Counsel is satisfactory,
please evidence your acceptance and approval by executing two copies in the space provided below.

Sincerely,

THE J. RAMIREZ LAW FIRM

JESUYRAMIREZ
APPROVED AND ACCEPTED:
COUNTY OF HIDALGO
Judge Appeoved by Coumiaiouns’ Comt

County Clerk

(SEAL)
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CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

DATE (MM/DDIYYYY)

02/28/2014

REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND, EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED

certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must be endorsed. {f SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to
the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on this certificate does not confer rights to the

PRODUCER
Daniels Head Insurance Agency, inc.
P.O. Box 160730

SIMIACT Julie A. Houck

(ale. Na. Exty: (800) 950-0551

AIB N [72% wor. (877) 839-6107

S os.jah57 @dhiatx.com

Austin, TX 78716-0730 INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #
INSURER A : Travelers
INSURED INSURER B :
J. RAMIREZ LAW FIRM INSURER C :
700 North Veterans Boulevard INSURER D :
Business Center, Suite B INSURER E :
San Juan, TX 78589 INSURER F -

COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER:

REVISION NUMBER:

THIS S TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD
INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS
CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE PQOLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
F__EXCLUS\ONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

INSR ADDLISUBR POLICY EFF | POLICY EXP
LIR TYPE OF INSURANCE WVD POLICY NUMBER (MM/DDIYYYY) | (MM/DDIYYYY) LIMITS
GENERAL LIABILITY EACH OCCURRENCE S
DAMAGE TO RENTED
COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY PREMISES (Ea occurrence) | S
I CLAIMS-MADE OCCUR MED EXP {Any one person) $
PERSONAL & ADVINJURY | §
GENERAL AGGREGATE $
GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: PRODUCTS - COMPIOP AGG | §
I POLICY 5’5& LOC 3
COMBINED SINGLE LIMIT
AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY | {Fa acodent) s
ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) | $
ALLOWNED SCHEDULED -
AUTOS AUTOS BODILY INJURY (Per accicent}| $
! NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE s
HIRED AUTOS | AUTOS {Per accident)
$
UMBRELLALIAB | | ocour EACH OCCURRENCE $
EXCESS LIAB CLAIMS-MADE AGGREGATE $
DED ‘ I RETENTION § 3
WORKERS COMPENSATION WC STATU- OTH-
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY YIN TORY LIMITS £R
ANY PROPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE E.L. EACH ACCIDENT S
OFFICER/MEMBER EXCLUDED? D N/A
{Mandatory in NH) E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE] $
If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below E.L. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT | §
Each Claim $ 500,000
A | Lawyers Professional Liability Insurance Policy 105974347 7/28/2013 | 7/28/2014 |Aggregate $ 1,000,000
Deductivle $ 10,000

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (Attach ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, if more space is required)

CERTIFICATE HOLDER

CANCELLATION

Martha L. Salazar, Hidalgo County Purchasing Agent
2802 S. Business Hwy. 281
Edinburg, TX 78539

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE

)

ACORD 25 (2010/05)

© 1988-2010 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD




Zimbra Page 1 of 3

Zimbra evangelina.garcia@co.hidalgo.tx.us

Re: Letter Of Engagement and renewal notice -Bond Counsel-Hidalgo County

From : Evangelina Garcia Fri, Jan 31, 2014 10:59 AM
<evangelina.garcia@co.hidalgo.tx.us>

Subject : Re: Letter Of Engagement and renewal notice -Bond
Counsel-Hidalgo County

To : Steve Crain <scrain@atlashall.com>
Cc : Martha Salazar <martha.salazar@co.hidalgo.tx.us>

Thank you......

From: "Steve Crain" <scrain@atlashall.com>

To: "Evangelina Garcia" <evangelina.garcia@co.hidalgo.tx.us>

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 10:57:59 AM

Subject: RE: Letter Of Engagement and renewal notice -Bond Counsel-Hidalgo County

The engagement letter is OK.

From: Evangelina Garcia [mailto:evangelina.garcia@co.hidalgo.tx.us]

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 10:14 AM

To: Steve Crain

Cc: Martha Salazar

Subject: Fwd: Letter Of Engagement and renewal notice -Bond Counsel-Hidalgo County

Good Morning Mr. Crain:
The document has been revised as requested, please review as to form.

Thank you

From: "David Cepeda" <dcepeda@rg-legal.com>

To: "Evangelina Garcia" <evangelina.garcia@co.hidalgo.tx.us>

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 9:32:55 AM

Subject: RE: Letter Of Engagement and renewal notice -Bond Counsel-Hidalgo County

Please see revised agreement attached. “President and Superintendent” were replaced with County Judge.

From: Evangelina Garcia [mailto:evangelina.garcia@co.hidalgo.tx.us]

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 9:02 AM

To: David Cepeda

Subject: Re: Letter Of Engagement and renewal notice -Bond Counsel-Hidalgo County

http://email.co.hidalgo.tx.us/h/printmessage?id=28032&tz=America/Chicago 1/31/2014





